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HEN Czfar once faw fome rich ftrangers at

Rome carrying young dogs and monkeys in

“their arms, and careifing them, he afked,
“Whether the women in their courftry never boreany chil-
“dren ;” by this queftion reproving with a juft {everity
and difdain thofe who lavith upon brutes that natural
tendernefs and affeGion which is due only to man
kind.* (1) In the fame manner, we muft condemn
thofe who employ that curicfity and love of knowleldgc
. : which

(1) The words xvwov 7e s mbs- nally a marginal glofs upon the
xov ixlova are omitted in the tranf-  word $zgia in the preceding line,
lation, as they are quite fuper- and by aninattention common in
fluous, and only perplex the fen- tranfcribers removed inta the
tence. Perhaps they were origi- text.

Vorll. U ofdzcng4 () Antifhiess

— -

nid .



s e
b 4

which nature has implanted in our minds, upon low
and worthlefs objefts, while they neglet fuch as are
excellent and ufeful. p
Our fenfes being paflive in receiving impreflions
from without, muft be affe€ed by all objeéts indiffe-
rently, which happen to ftrike upon them, whether
pleafant or offenfive. But the mind has a power of~
choice, and can turn its attention to whatever objefts
it pleafes. It ought therefore to employ itfelf in the
beft purfuits, not merely for the fake of contemplating
what is good, but that it may be nourifhed and en-
riched by the contemplation. For as thofe gay and
vivid colours, which ftrengthen and chear the fight,
are moft grateful to the eye ; {o thofe objecs of con-
templation are to be chofen, which while they delight,
at the fame time dire¢t the mind to the proper happi-
nefs of its nature. Such are the works of virtue.  ‘The
mere defcription of thefe infpires the mind with a ftrong
emulation and earneft defire to imitate them ; whereas
in other things, our admiration is ot always attended
with a defire of imitating what we admire; pay, on
the contrary, while we efteem the work, we often de-
fpife the workman. Thus we are pleafed with per-
fumes and purple ; but we look upon dyers and per-
fumers as men of a low and illiberal occupation.
Therefore Antiftheres (2), when he was told that Ifme-
nias was an excellent performer on the flute, well re-
plied, “ True; but he is 2 worthlefs man ; otherwife he
¢ would not have been fo good a mufician:” and Philip
faid to his fon Alexander, when once at a feaft he had fung
in a very agreeable and fkilful mner, “ Are you not
“ afhamed tofing fo well ?” It being fuficient for a King
to find leifure to hear others fing; and he does the mufes
"no fmall honour, when he is prefent at the perform-
ances of thofe who excel in arts of this kind. ‘
Every man who agplics himfelf to mean and ufelefs

arts is felf-condemned, and muft be convi@ted of a
‘ flothful

(2) Antifthenes was 2 difciple of Socrates, and founder of the fea
o f the Cynicks. .

(3) Pericles

1l ik



PERICLES. 5

flothful mdlfpoﬁnon to nobler OCCUP"lth'ﬂb by that very
;ndu"cry which he employs in fuch unprofitable pur-
fuits. And thereis no youth of a liberal ard ingenuous
nature, who when he fees the ftatue of Jupiter at Pifa,
or that of Juno at Argos, would defire to be Phidias or
Polycletus ; or who would wifh to be Anacreon, Philemon
or Archilochus, becaufe he has been delighted with their
poems: for it is not neceflary that we fhould love and
efteem the artift, becaufe we are pleafed witlr the grace-
fulnefs and beauty of his work. Since therefore by
objeéts of this kind no emulation is raifed, nor any
warm emotions urging to action and imitation, we may
conclude that they are “felefs to the beholders.  But fiich
is the effect of virtuousactions that we notonly admire
them, but long to copy the example. The goods of for-

tune we with to enjoy, virtue we defire to prachife; the
former we are content to receive from others, the effets
-of the latter we are ambitious that others fhould receive
from us. For it is the nature of virtue to draw us pow-
erfully to itfelf, to kindle in us an active principle, to
form our manners and engage our affetions, ‘and this
even in an hiftorical defcription, and not only when i it is
reprefented before our eyes.

For this reafon I have determined to proceed in writ-

ing the lives of eminent men; and have compofed this
tenth book containing the life of Pericles, and of Fabius
Maximus who carried on the war againft Hanzibal ; men
who refembled each other in many vntues, but efpecmli
in the mildnels and integrity of their difpofitions ; and
who by bearing patiently the infolence and folly both of
the common people and of their collegues in the govern-
ment, were emmently ferviceable to thelr countr} With
what fuccefs I execute my defign muft be left to the
Jjudgment of. the reader.

Pericles was of the tribe of Acamantis, and of the
-ward of Cholargia. His family was one of the moft con-
fiderable in Athens both on the father’s and mother’s
fide. His father Xanthippus, who defeated the King of
Perfia’s gencrals a2t Mycale, married Agarifte the mec%
Az : . 0

.



6 The LIFE of

of Clifthenes who expelled the race of Pififtratus, abo-
lithed.the tyranny, aud fettled fuchlaws and fuch a plan
of government as were excellently adapted for the fecu-
rity of the ftate, and for promoting concord and unani-
mity amongft the people. ]

Agarifte dreamed that fhe was brought to bed of 2
lion, and in a few days after was delivered of Pericles.
His body was well-formed, but his head was very long
and difproportioned. For this reafon almoft all the fta-
tues of him have the head covered with 2 helmet ; the
ftatuaries, probably, not being willing to expofe his de-
formity. But the poets of Athens gave him the name of
Schinocephalus, as having his head fhaped like a Squill
or Sea-onion, which in their dialect they fometimes call
Schinos. - Cratinus the comick poet in his play called
Chirones has this paffage,

(3) Old Time and Faltion gave the tyrant birsh,
W hom mortal men call Pericles on earth

Not thus difiinguifb’d in the courts of Jove,

For Head-compeller s brs name above.

And in his play called Nemefis he thus addrefles him ;
Come bofpitable bleffed (4) Jove.

Teleclides ridicules himin thefe lines ;
Perples’d by bufinefs, by its weight depreft
Now bis buge bead bangs filent on bis breafs.
Now from that bead, 11 which ten menmight dine,
Loud thunders burfi, of dreadful florms the fign.
Eupolis in his play called Demi, introduces an enquiry
concerning

(3) Pericles (as Plutarch after-
wards mentions) was called Olym-
pius or Jupiter. In altufion to
this neme he is here reprefented
as the fon of Saturn ; and inftead
of Nephelegeretes or Cloud- com-
peller, a common epithet of Ju-
piter, he is called Cephalageretes
or Head-compelier, as if his head

was compofed of an affemblage

ef a great number of heads!

(4) Maxapio; or blefled, was al-
fo a common epithet of Jupiter ;
but here Cratinus alludes to the
word xe¢n, the head, and the aug-
‘mentative particle pa, thus mak-
ing the word fignify great-headed.

(5) Chiron the centaur was

. tutor to Hercules, Jafon, Achilles

and fome other heroes. The fa-

tire of this paflage confifts in the

ambignity of the word Chiron, -
which
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concerning all the demagogues or orators whom he re-
prefents as coming up from hell; and when Pericles
appears laft he makes one of his characters cry out,

Of all that dwells beloww bere comes the bead.

Moft writers fay that he was inftructed in mufick by
Damon, (whofe name they tell  us, fhould be pro-
nounced with the firft fyllable fhort ;) but Ariftotle fays
that he ftudied mufick under Pythoclides.  And it is
probable that Damon who was an able politician, only
affumed the charater of a mufician, that he might
conceal his political talents from the people. He con-
tinually attended on Pericles, and was .as afliduous in
teaching him the fcienceof government, as a mafter of
the gymnaftick art 1s in training and exercifing his
fcholars. His difguife however proved ineffe€tual, for
he was banifhed by the oftracifm as a man of a fattious
turbulent {pirit, and an enemy to the liberties of the
people.  Nor was he fpared by the comick poets : Plato
introduces a perfon {peaking to him thus ;

Firft anfwer, Chiron (5), forif féme Jhys true,
This tyrant Pericles was taught by yo/'i.

Pericles was likewife a difciple of Zeno Eleates (6,)
who in natural philofophy was a follower of Parmenides,
and who prathfed a fubtle method of difputation, by
which he never failed to refute and confound his adver-
fary. This account Timon the Phliafian gives of himin
thefe verfes. 4

Great

which alfo fignifies a rogue.

(6) This Zeno was of Elea, 2
town in Italy, and a Phocian co-
lony. He was a fcholar of Par-
menides, who likewife adopted
him. Though by his profound

learning he had acquired 2 great

reputation, yet he became more
illuftrious by his courage and re-
Holution ; for he confpired againft
th® tyrant of. his country, who

caufed him "to be pounded to
deathin a 1ortar ; and by his
death he accomplifhed what he
had undertaken in his lifetime;
for his fellow-citizens were there-
by fo far incenfed, that they fell
upon the tyrant and ftoned him.
We are not to confound this Zeno
withhim of Citium,who was foun-
der of the fe@ of the Stoicks, and
was much later than the former.

Ay (7) Tragedy
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Great Zeno’s force, which never known to fail,
Could on each fide, if tried on each, prevail.

But the perfon who was moft converfant with Pericles,
and from whom chiefly he acquired that dignity which
appeared in his whole addrefs and deportment, and that
ftrength and fublimity of fentiment which gave him
fuch an afcendant over the minds of the people, was
Anaxagoras the Clazomenian, whom his contemporaries
called Nous, or Intelligence, either from admiration of
* his fkill in philofophy and his deep infight into nature,
or becaufe he was the firft that afcribed the order of the
univerfe, not to chance or neceflity, but to the operation
and energy of a pure unmixed Intelligence diftinguithing
and feparating the conftituent principles of the various
parts of nature, which before were mingled in one con-
fufed mafs.

This philofopher Pericles held in the higheft efteem ;
and being fully inftruted by him in the fublimeft
fciences, acquired not only an elevation of mind and
loftinefs of ftyle free from all the affectation and buf-
foonery of the -vulgar ; but likewife an eafy compofed
gait, a gravity of countenance {eldom relaxed by laugh-
ter, a firm and-even tone of voice, together with fucha
modefty and decency inhis drefs, that when he fpokein
publick even with the greateft vehemence, it was never

put into diforder. Thefe things and others of the like
" nature raifed admiration in all who faw him. &7,

‘Being once reviled and infulted in publick for a whole *
day together by an impudent profligate fellow, he
made no reply, but continued to difpatch fome im-
.portant bufinefs in which he was then employed. In

the evening he retired, and went home with great com-
" pofure, the other ftill following him, and loading him

with

(7) Tragedy at firlt was only je& of tragedy, the fatyrs were
a fong in honour of Bacchus, fung ftill retained, and their licentious
by a chorus of fatyrs. After- - drollery was mixed with the grave
wards, when ferious chara¢ters and mournful fcenes, Tragedies
and events were made the fub- of this kind were called faty-

rical,
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with the moft abufive language. When hearrived at his
houfe, it being then dark, he ordered one of his fer-
vants to take a light and wait on the man home. The
-poet Ton, indeed, fays that Pericles was haughty and in-
folent in his behaviour, and that the fenfe he had of his
own dignity produced in him an arrogant contempt
of others; and ke highly extols the civility, complai-
fance and politenefs of Cimon. But little regard is due
to the judgment of a man who thinks that foftnefs of
manners, and the minute refinements of delicacy are ne-
ceflary to temper the majefty of virtue, juft as the hu-
mour of fatyrical () fcenes is to be blended with the
folemnity of tragedy. When Zeno heard the gravity of
Pericles reprefented as mere pride and oftentation, he
advifed thofe who cenfured it to affume the fame fort
of pride themfelves; being of opinion that by counter-
feiting what is excellent, a man may be infenfibly led
to love and practife it in reality. :
But thefe were not the only advantages which Pericles
reaped’ from the converfation of Anaxagoras. From
him he learned to banifh thofe {uperftitious fears which
diftrefs the minds of the vulgar, who are terrified when
any extraordinary appearances are fcen in the heavens,
becaufe they are unacquainted with the cayfes of them;
and who from their ignorance of religion and the na-
‘ture of the Gods are upon fuch cccafions tormented
with the moft extravapant and difmal apprehenfions.
‘For philofophy cures thefe diforders of the mind, and
_ inftead of the terrors and frenzy of fuperftition, pro-
" duces a rational and chearful piety. -

It is faid that the head of a ram with only one horn
was once brought to Pericles from his country-feat.
*Lampo the diviner eblerving that the horn grew ftrong
"and firm out of the middle of the forehead, foretold
that as there were then two parties in the city, that of

rical. And even. when tragedy.
was more refined; the poets, in
their publick contentions, ufed,
each of them, after exhibiting
three or four ferious tragedies, to

Thucydides

conclude with a fatyrical one. Qf
this fort is the Cyclops of Euri-
pides, the only fatyrical tragedy
now. remaining.

" (8) The
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Thucydides and that of Pericles, the whole power would
fhortly center in him on whofe land the prodigy had
happened. But Anaxagoras having opened the head,
fhowed that the brain did mnot ill up the whole cavity,
but that it had contrated itfelf into an oval form, and
pointed directly to that part of the fkull whence the
horn took its rife. This {clution procured Anagagoras
great honour from the fpeftators ; but fome time after,
Lampo was no lefs honoured for his prediction, when
the power of Thucydides was ruined, and the whole ad-
miftration of the republick came into the hands of Pe-
ricles. But 1 fee no reafon why the philofopher and
the foothfayer may not both be allowed to have been
in the right ; the one having difcovered the caunfe, and
the other the defign of this phanomenon. For it was
the bufinefs of the one to find in what manner and by
what means this effe¢t was preduced; and the bufinefs
of the other was to thow what end it was defigned to
an{wer, and what events it portended. And thofe who
manintaia that no prodigy, when the caufe of it is
known, ought to be regarded as a prognoftick, do not
confider ‘that if they reject fuch figns as are extraordi-
nary and preternatural, they muft allo deny that com-
mon and artificial figns are of any ufe; for the clatter-
ing of brafs plates(8), the light of beacons, the thadow
upon a fun-dial, have all of them their proper natural
caufes, yet each hasa peculiar fignification befides. .But
perhaps this point might be more properly difcufled elfe-

. where. ~
Pericles when young ftood in great fear of the people,
becaufe in his countenance he was thought to refemble
Pififtratus ; and the old men were .not a little alarmed
when they dilcovered in him, the fame fweetnefs of voice,
and the: fams volubility .of {peech which they remem-
bered inthe tyrant. And as he was befides of a noble
.and wealthy family, and had the friendfhip of the moft
confiderable men in the ftate, he was afraid of being ba-
pithed by -the oftraci{m ; he-therefore abftained from
all

(8) The clattering of brals amilitary fignal among the Gre-
plates or yuoits was fometimes cians. Among the Romans, it
: e e was3
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all political bufinefs, but not from war, in which he
fhowed great courage and intrepidity. But when Ari-
ftides was dead, Themiftocles in exile, and Cimon for
the moft part employed in military expeditions, at a dif=
tance from Greece, Pericles affumed a publick character,
He chofe rather to -folicit the favour of the multitude
and the poor, than of the rich and the few; putting 2
conftraint upon his natural temper which by no me:ns
inclined him to court popularity. But being appre-
henfive that he might fall under the fufpicion of aim-
ing at the fupreme power, and obferving that Cimon
was ‘attached to the party of the nobles, and was highly
efteemed by men of the greateft eminence, he ftudied
to ingratiate himfelf with the common people, .as the
moft effetual means for his own fecurity, and for
ftrengthening his intereft againft Cimon. From this
time he entirely changed his ordinary courfeof life; he
was never feen in any ftreet but that which led from
the fenate-houfe to the Forum ; he declined all the invi-
tations of his friends, and all focial entertainments .and
“recreations; fo that during the ‘whole time of his ad-
miniftration, which was of long .continuance, he never
fupped with any of his friends, except once atthe mar-
riage of his nephew Euryptolemus ; and then he retired
as {oon as the libations were performed. For dighity
is not eafily preferved in the familiarity of converfation,
nor a folemnity of charaCter maintained amidft fur-
rounding gaiety and chearfulnefs. Real virtue indeed,
‘the more it is feen is the more admired; and a truly
good man can by'no-action appear fo great in the eyes
of ftrangers, as'he appears in private life to thofe .who
daily converfe with- him. “But Pericles chofe not to
cloy the people by’being too lavith of his prefence ; he
‘therefore appeared only by iutervals; he did not fpeak
upon every fubject that occurred, nor conftantly at-
tended the publick affemblies, but referved himfelf (as
Critolaus fays) lixe the Salaminian galley (g), for extra-
-ordinary occafions. Common bufinefs he - tranfacted

by
was  fignal to .call the wreftlers - ~ () This was a -confecrated
0 their exercifes. veilel, which the Atheniansmever

made
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by means of his friends and certain orators with whom
he had an intimacy. Among thefe, they fay, was Ephi-
altes, who deftroyed the power of the Arecopagites,
and fo intoxicated the people, according to plato’s ex-
preflion, with this full draught of liberty, that from their
impatience of reftraint, and mad defire of conquetft,
they were compared by the comick writers to an un-
ruly pampered fteed,

WWho champs the bit, and bounds along the plain.

Pericles made ufe of the dotrines of Anaxagoras, as
an inftrument to raife his ftyle to a fublimity fuitable
to the greatnefs of his {pirit and the dignity of his man-
ner of life, rendering his eloquence more fplendid and
majeftick by the rich tincture which it received from
philofophy.  For it was from the ftudy of philofophy
as well as from nature, that he acquired that elevation
of thought, and that all-commanding power (as the divine
Plato calls it) by which he was diftinguifhed ; and it
was by applying his philofophy to the purpofes of elo-
quence, that he gained fo great a fuperiority over all
the orators of his time. Upon this account, it is faid,
he obtained the furname of Olympius; but fome are of
opinion that it was on account of the publick buildings
and ornaments with which he embellifhed the city ; and
others fay, that he was fo called from the great autho-
rity he had in the republick, in affairs both of peace
and war. It is not improbable, indeed, that all thefe
circumftances might concur in procuring him this
fplendid title. It appears, however, from the come-
dies of that age, in which there are many ftrokes of
fatire both ferious and ludicrous upon Pericles, that the
appellation was given him chiefly on account of his
eloquence; for in them he is reprefented as thundering

2 and

, -made ufe of but on extraordinary
occafions; as for inftance, when

that which Suidas gives of him.
He fays, that Peritles was the firft

they fent for any of their Gene-
rals in order to call them to ac-
count for their. behaviour.

(1) This account is coatrary to

that wrote down his fpeeches be-
fore hedelivered them in publick ;
whereas the other orators fpoke
extempore, This prayer is pro-

per
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and lightening -in his harangues, and as carrying a
dreadful thunder-bolt in his tongue. Thucydides the
fon of Melefias 15faid to have given a very pleafant de-
feription of the force of Pericles’s eloquence. ~ Being
afked by Archidamus King of the Lacedzemonians, whe-
ther he or Pericles was the-beft wreftler ; he anfwered,
“ When I have thrown him, he-fill gecs the better of
“ me; for hedenies that he has had a fall, and perfuades
¢ the fpeftators to believe him.”

Such was the folicitude of Pericles about his publick
orations, that before he addrefled the people he always
offered up a prayer to the Geds, that nothing might
unawares efcape him, tinfuitable to the fubject on which
he was to fpeak (1). He left nothing behind him in
writing except publick decrees (2); and only a few of
his fayings are recorded : fome of which are thefe. He
faid, “ that theifland of AZgina fhould not be fuffered to
“ remain as the eye-fore of the Piraeus.” On another oc-
cafion hefaid, ¢ that he already beheld war advancing with
“hafty ftrides from Peloponnefus.”  Once as he was fail-
ing from Athens upon fome military expedition, Sopho-
cles, who accompanied him, and was joined in the com-
mand with him, happened to praife the beauty of a certain
boy ; Pericles replied, ¢ It becomes a General, Sophocles,
“ to have not only pure hands, but pure ekyes.” Stefimbro-
tus has preferved the following paffage from the oration
which Pericles pronounced in honour of thofe who fell
in battle at Samos. “’Thefe, (faid he,) like all others who
“ dhe for their country, are exalted to a participation of
“ the divine nature, being, like the Gods, feen only in the
“ honours that are paid them, and in the bleflings which
“ they beftow.

Thucydides reprefents the adminiftration of Periclesas
favouring’ ariftocracy; and according to him, though
the government was called democratical, yet it was

really
per only for a man who fpeaks fpeeches which went under his
without any preparation. Quin- name, were not his ; and Quinti-
tilian fays the fubjet of hisprayer lian declares he found nothing in
was, that he might utter nothing them anfwerable to the high re-

difagreeable to the people. putation he had for cloquence,
(2) By this it appears that thofe lib 3.¢. 1,

(3) Inftead
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really in the hands of one man who had acquired the
fupreme 'authority. But many other writers cenfure
him for his too great indulgence to the people; he be-
ing the firft who corrupted, them by dividing among
them the conquered -lands, and by diftributing money
to them for the publick fpeftacles; the effet of which
was, that from being fober and induftrious they be-
came diffolute and prodigal. Let us now enquire by
what alteration of circumftances in the republick this
difference in his conduét was occafioned.

We have already obferved that at firft, in order to
oppofe the authority of Cimon, he endeavoured to in-
gratiate himfelf with the people.  But finding that he
was furpaffed in popularity by his rival, whofe wealth
enabled him to relieve the poor, to entertain the indi-
gent citizens daily at his houfe, to clothe fuch as were
patt their labour, and to throw open his inclofures that
all might be at liberty to gather his fruit; he had re-
courfe to the expedient of diftributing the publick trea.,
fure; which {cheme, as Ariftotle relates, was propofed
to him by Demonides of Ios (3). Accordinglyby giving
money among the people for the publick fpettacles, by
increafing the fees for their attendance in courts of judi-
cature (4), and by other.donations he foon eftablifhed his
intereft with them. The power which he thus obtained
e employed againft the fenate of Areopagus, of which
he was not a member, having never had the fortune to
be chofen Archon, Thefmotheta, “Kingof thefacred rites,”
or “Polemarch(s) :” for thefe offices were anciently dif-
pofed of by lot; and only thofe who had been elected
into them, and had difcharged them well were admit-
ted among the Areopagites. Pericles by thefe methods
got fo ftrong a party on his fide, that he was enabled
to overpower this fenate; and by the affiftance of Ephi-
altes he deprived them of the cognizance of moft of the

caufes

(3) Inftead of "IxfBss fome learn- borough in Attica.
¢d men are of opinion that we
thouldread”Oinbiv, and that Demo- (4) There were feveral courts
nides was not of the iffand of Tos, ofjudicature in Athens, compofed
but of Oia which was a ward or ofa certain number of the people,
- ' who
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caufes which before came under their jurifdition.. He
alfo procured Cimon to be banifhed by the oftracifm, as
a favourer of the Lacedemonians, and an enemy to the
people ; although he was inferior to none in wealth or
family, had obtained many fignal viCtories over the
Barbarians, and by the treafure and fpoils which he
took from thém, had greatly enriched the city ; as we
have related in his life. Such was the authority of
Pericles with the common people.

The term of Cimon’s banifhment as it was by oftra-
cifm, was limited by law to ten years. During this
interval, the Lacedemonians made an incurfion with a
confiderable army into the territory of Tanagra. As
foon as the Athenians marched to oppofe them, Cimon
came and joined the army, taking his ‘rank among
thofe of his own tribe; for he hoped that by fharing
the danger of his countrymen, his actions would clear
him from the afperfion of being a friend to the Lacede-
monians.  But the friends of Pericles joining together
obliged him to retire as being an exile. This feems to
have been the caufe that Pericles exerted fuch uncem-
mon bravery in this engagement, and - fignalized him-
felf for his intrepidity beyond all others. ~ The friends
6f Cirnon, who had been accufed with him by Pericles
of favouring the Laced@monians, all fell in this battle
without exception (6). The Athenians now repented of
their behaviour to Cimon, and regretted his abfence,
having been defeated upon the borders of Attica, and
expecting 2 more formidable attack the next fpring.
Pericles as foon as he perceived the difpofition of the
people, without hefitation complied with their defire,
and propofed a decree himfelf for recalling Cimon ; who
upon his réturn immediately concluded a peace between
the two ftates. For the Lacedé@monians loved Cimon as
rauch as they hated Pericles and the reft of the orators.

Some

who were paid for their attend~ pularity piocured this fee to be
ance. Sometimes they each of increafed.

them received one. Obolus . for (5) Some account of thefe of-
every caufe which they decided ; fices is given in the life of Solon.
fometimes men who aimed at po-  (6) See the life of Cimon.

(7) Cimon

e
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Sore authors, however, fay that before Pericles pro-
pofed the decree for recalling Cimon, he made a private
compact with him by the mediation of Elpinice, Cimon’s
fitter, the terms of which were that Cimon fhould fail
with a fleet of two hundred fhips, and have the com-
mand of the forces abroad, with which he was to ra-
vage the territories of the King of Perfia; and that
Pericles fhould govern at home. Elpinice is faid to
have been inftrumental in' rendering Pericles more fa-
vourable to Cimon in a former inftance, when he was
under a capital profecution, and Pericles was appointed
by the people to be one of his accufers. When Elpinice
came to him ‘to make her requeft in behalf of her bro-
ther, he replied with a fmile, “ You are too old, Elpinice,
« you are too old to manage fuch affairs as thefe.”” At the
trial, however, he executed his office of accufer in a
flight manner, rofe up to fpeak but once, and of all
the accufers fhowed the leaft feverity againft Cimon (4).
What credit then can be given to Idomeneus (8), whe
charges Pericles with having treacheroufly murdered
the orator Ephialtes, out of jealoufy and envy of his
reputation, though he was his intimate friend, and the
partner of his counfels in political affairs? This ca-
lumny wherefoever he found it, has he vented with
great bitternefs againit a man, who, though perhaps
he was not in all refpe&s unblameable, yet certainly
had fuch a greatnefs of mind and high fenfe of honour
as was incompatible with an action fo favage and in-
human. The truth is, as we are informed by Ariftotle,
that Ephialtes being grown formidable to the nobles
and their party, and being fevere and inexorable in
profecuting all who had wronged and opprefled the
common people, his enemies formed a defign againft
hislife, and employed Ariftodicus of Tanagra to affafli-
nate him privately. As for Cimon, he died in the ex-

pedition to Cyprus.
The

(7) Cimon however was fined favour.
fifty ralents, and narrowly efcaped (8) Idomeneus of Lampfacus,a
a capital fentence having only a difciple of Epicurus. He wrotean
majority of three votes in his : ! account
-
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The nobles obferving how greatly the authority of Pe-
ricles was increafed, and thathe was now the chief man
in the ftate, were defirous that he fhould have fome op-
ponent to his adminiftration, who might give a check to
his power, and prevent the government from becoming -
intirely monarchical. The perfon fixed upon by them
for this purpofe, was Thucydides of the ward of Alo-
pece, a man of great prudence and moderation, and bro-
ther-in-law to Cimon. He was, indeed, inferior to Cimon
in military excellence, but he furpafled him in his foren-
fick and political talents ; and by conftantly attending in
the city, and oppofing Pericles in the publick affemblies,
he foon reduced the government to an equilibrium : for
he no longer fuffered thofe of fuperior rank to mingle
with the commonalty, as they ufed to do before, by
which they in great meafure loft their diftintion; but
by feparating them from the populace, and'by uniting
the power of them all into one fum, he produced a
force fufficient to counterbalance the power of the oppo-
fite faCtion. ‘'There was, indeed, from the beginning a
kind of doubtful feparation, like a flaw in a piece of
iron, which feemed to denote that the popular party and
the ariftocratical were not perfectly one, though they
were not perfectly divided. But by the contention and
ambition of Pericles and Thucydides, the city was quite
brolen in two, and one of the parts was called the Peo-
ple, the other the Nobility. Pericles after this, more than
ever gave the reins to the people, and employed his whole
power in gratifying them, contriving perpetually toen-
tertain them with fome {plendid publick fpeftacle, fefti~
val or proceflion ; and while he indulged them with thefe
elegant amufements, he managed them at his pleafure.
Befide this, he fent out every year fixty gallies, which
were manned by a confiderable number of the citizens
they were employed in this fervice for eight months (g),
. and while they received their pay, at the fame time im-
proved themfelves in the artof navigation. Healfo fenta
: : colony

accountof Socrates’s fcholars, and  gés ; and according to this read-

an hiftory of Samothracia. ing the paflage mutt be tranflated,
(9) Some inftead of wwvac read ¢ their pay was eight Minz,
Vor. 1L, B £) The

el
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colony of a thoufand inhabitants to Cherfonefus, five hun-
dred to Naxus, half that number to Andros, a thoufand
among the Bifaltae in Thrace, and a thoufand into Italy
when the city of Sybaris (which they called Thurii) was
built. His defign in this was to,rid the city of a multitude
of idle people, who merely from their idlenefs become
turbulent and feditious, to alleviate the neceflities of the
commonalty, and to prevent the defection of their allies,
thefe new inhabitants being a kind of garrifon which
kept them in awe and fecured their. fidelity.

But that which was the chief delight and ernament
of Athens, and the wonder of ftrangers, was the magni-
ficence of the temples and publick buildings that he
ereted, which are of themfelves a' fufficient proof that
thofe accounts are not fabulous which are given of the
wealth and power of ancient Greece. Yet no part of
the publick conduct of Pericles was cenfured by his ene-
mies with more vehemence and malignity than this.
They continually exclaimed in the publick affemblies,
“That he had brought. a difgrace and reproach upon
“ the people of Athens, by removing from Delos the pub-
“ lick treafure of Greece, and taking it intohis own cuf-
“ tody; that he had cut off the only plaufible pretence
“ for fuch an action, which was, that the treafure being
“ before in danger from the Barbarians, it was neceffary
“ to lodge it in fome place of fafety; that all the ftates
“ of Greece muft think themfelves fhamefully wronged
¢ and infulted, when they faw the money which they had
“ contributed towards the neceflary expences of the war,
“,employed by the Athenians only in decorating theircity
“Yike a vain fantaftick woman, and adorning it with fta-
“ tues, and temples which coft a thoufand talents.” (1)
Pericles, on. the other hand, reprefented to the people,
* that while they kept the Barbarians at a diftance and de-
“ fended their allies, "they were not accountable to them
¢ for the fums which they had received, fince the allies
 had not furnifhed either horfes, thips, or men, but only
“ money, which'is no longer the property of the giver,

“but

(1) The Partheron or temple of Minerva is faid to have coft 2
thoufand talents.
* (2) This

dhsa
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“but of the receiver, provided he performs the con:
*¢ ditions on which it was paid ; that the city being well
“ fupplied with every thing neceflary for fupporting the
% war, the fuperfluity of their treafure fhould be fpent
“ on fuch works as when finithed would be an eternal
‘ monument of their glory, and during the execution
“of them would diffufe riches and plenty among the
‘ people; for fo many kinds of labour, aud fuch a
*“ variety of inftruments and materials being requifite
‘“in thefe undertakings, every art would be' exerted; .
‘ and everyhand employed, every citizen would be in
. ¢ pay of the ftate, and the city would be not only
“ beautified, but maintained by itlelf.” Foras thofe who
were of proper age and ftrength to bear arms, wefe
paid by the publick as foldiers, he was unwilling that
thofe who followed more fervile occupations, and were
not enlifted in the army, fhould be excluded from
their fhare of profit, or receive it while they re-
mained idle and inactive. He therefore employed the
common people 'in great and magnificent works, to ac-
complifh which a great variety of artificers and a con-
fiderable length of time was neceffary ; and thus all who
remained at home had an equal claim tobe benefited
by the publick money, with thofe who were in fervice
abroad either at fea, in garrifon, or in the army. For
the different materials, fuch as ftone, brafs, ivory, gold,
ebony, and cyprefs, furnithed employment to carpen-
ters, mafons, brafiers, goldfmiths, turners and other ar-
tificers, who manufaltured them; the conveyance of
them by fea employed merchants and failors, and by
land wheelwrights, ropemakers, carriers and other la-
bourers ; and every art occupied a number of the
lower people ranged in a due fubordination, who like
foldiers under theé command of a General, executed
the fervice that was afligned them; fo that by the ex-
ercife of thefe different arts, plenty was diffufed among
perfons of every rank and condition. Notwithftand-
ing the aftonithing magnitude of thefe ftructures and
the inimitable beauty and perfeftion of the workman-
fhip, every artificer being ambitious that the .eleganc%

a2 o
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of the execution might furpafs even the magnificence
of the defign; yet the fpeed with which they were
accomplifhed was ftill more wonderful. For all thofe
works, each of which feemed to require the labour
of fucceflive generations, were finifhed not in one age
only, but during the prime of one adminiftration. It
is faid that Zeuxis when he heard Agatharchus boaft
that he finifhed his pictures in- a fhort time, replied,
“ Mine coft me a great deal of time.” For fuch works
as are haftily performed have rarely a permanent
ftrength or confummate beauty. But labour is a kind
of loan to time, which is repaid by the durablenefs of
that which it produces. For this reafon the ftruCtures
which ' Pericles raifed are the more admirable, that be-
ing compleated in fo fhort a time, they yet had fuch a
lafting beauty, for as they had when they were new the
venerable afpect of antiquity, fo now they are old, they
have the frefhnefs of a modern work. They feem to
be preferved from the injuries of time by a kind of vi-
tal principle, which produces a vigour that cannot be
impaired, and a bloom that will never fade.

Pericles committed the direction and fuperintendance
of thefe publick edifices to Phidias: though many o-
ther confiderable architetts were likewife employed in
ereCting them. 'The Parthenon or temple of Minerva
(2) was built by Callicrates and I¢tinus.  Coroebus be-
gan the temple of initiation at Eleufis, but died as foon
as he had finifhed the lower rank of columns with their
architraves. Metagenes of Xypete added the reft of
the entablature and the upper row of columns, and
Xenocles of Cholargus built the dome on the top. * The
long wall, the building of which Socrates fays he heard
Pericles recommend to the people, was undertaken by
Callicrates. ~Cratinus ridicules this work as proceeding
very flowly, in thefe lines, .

e 7

(2) This temple was alfo cal- ftroyed by the Perfians, Pericles
led Hecatompedon, becaufe ori- rebuilt it in a different form,
ginally it was an hundred feet and greatly enlarged it 4
fquare. - But it having been de-  (3) This ftatue was of gold

, and



PERICLES. 2r

To build the wall with words' be often tries
If bands muff raife it, 1t will never rife.

The Odeum or mufick-theatre, which was hkewife
built by the direGion of Pericles, had withinita great
number of feats and rows of plllars the roof was of a
conical figure, in imitation, as it is faid, of the King of
Perfia’s pavillion. Cratinus takes occafion from this like-
wife to ridicule him in his play called Thrattae.

Here comes our Jove, efcaped an exile’s doom

And on bis bead bebold the mufick-room !

Pericles at this time was very eager to pafs a decree
for appointing a prize-contention in “mufick during the
feftival of the Panathen®a; and as he was nominated
for judge and diftributer of the prizes, he gave direc-
tion in what manner the contending artifts fhould ex-
hibit their performances, whether they fung or played
on the flute or on the lyre. From that time the prizes
in mufick were always contended forin the Odeum. The
porch of the citadel was built infive years by Mneficles
the .archite&. -An extraordinary accident which hap-
pened during the progrefs of this building, manifeftly
thewed that the Goddefs did not d:tapproxc of the
work, but aflifted to ‘advance and compleat it. For
the moft ative and dextrous of the workmen, by falling
from a great height, was bruifed in fuch a manner that
his life was  defpaired of by the phyficians.” Pericles
being extremely concerned at this misfortune, the God-
defs appeared to him in a dream, and prefcribed a
remedy, by the application of which the man foon re-
covered. In memory of this event he placed in the
citadel near the altar (which is faid to have been built
before) a brazen ftatue of Minerva the Goddefs of
health. 'The golden ftatue of Minerva (3) was the

work of Phidias, whofe name is infcribed on the pe-
deftal.

and ivory ; ‘and’ we find a de- reached down to her feet. On
fcription of it in Paufanias. The her breaft-plate was engraved
Goddefs was reprefented ftand- Medufa’s head in ivory, and Vic-

ing, cloathed in a tunick, that tory. She held a pike in her
B3 hand
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deftal. He, as we have faid before, had, through the
friendthip of Pericles, the care of almoft all thefe pub-
lick works, and fuperintended the workmen. This not
only expofed him to envy, but occafioned f{candalous
reports concerning Pericles; who was accufed of vi-
fiting at the houfe of Phidias many women of reputable
famulies, who came thither under pretence of feeing the
ftatues. The comick poets did not fail to improve
this flander, and to reprefent him as a man infamous
for his debaucheries. They accufed him of a criminal
familiarity with the wife of Menippus, who was his
friend and lieutenant in the army. And becaufe Py-
rilampes, who was likewife his intimate friend, kept a
great number of peacocks and other curious birds, it
was fuppofed that hie did this only for the fake of ma-
king prefents of them to thofe women who had granted
favours to Pericles. But can we wonder that men whofe
profeflion is that of ridicule and buffoonery, fhould fa-
crifice the charaters of the great and good to the envy
of the multitude, as if they were making an oblation to
fome malevolent Dzmon ; when even Stefimbrotus the
Thalian has dared to charge Pericles with fo firange
and incredible a wickednefs as an inceftuous commerce
with the wile of his own fon? Thus difficult is it to
difcover truth by hiftory; fince thofe writers who live
after the events which they relate, muft on account of
the diftance of time be imperfettly acquainted with
them; and thofe who are witnfles of them, are ftrong-
ly tempted by envy and hatred, or by intereft and
friendfhip, tovitiate and pervert the truth.

As the orators of Thucydides’s party continually ex+
claimedragainft Pericles, for having fquandered the publick
revenues, he one day afked the people in full aflembly,
¢ whether they thought his expences had been too great?”

‘ They

hand, and at her feet lay her buck- nine feet high ; the viory on the
ler, and a dragon, fuppofed to be breaft-plate was about four cu-
Liiththenius.  The Sphinx was  bits; apd forty talents of gold were
v vcfented on the middle of her employed upon it.
-picce, with two griffins on (4) Itappears from a paffage in
s lides. 'The fatue was thirty.  Thucydides that the publick ﬁoc?
o
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They replied, “ Much too great. ‘Then, (faid he) the ex-
< pence fhall not be yours, but mine ; and I will have my
“name infcribed on all thefe buildings (4).” The people,
upon this, either admiring the greatnefs of his fpirit,
or envying him the glory of fuch magnificent works,
cried out, “ that he might fpend-as much as he pleafed
« without {paring the publick treafure.”

Thucydides and Pericles at laft came to fuch anopen
rupture, that it became neceffary for the one or the
other to be banifhed by the Oftracifm. Pericles gained -
the vi¢tory, banifhed Thucydides, and entirely defeated
his party. This conteft being at an end, ard the peo-
ple no longer divided into two factions, Pericles became
fole mafter of Athens ; and all the affairs of the Athenians
were at his difpofal ; their revenues, their armies, their
fleets, the iflands, the fea, and the power which ac-
crued to them from other ftates whether Greek or Bar-
barian, from thofe nations which were in fubjection to
them, or from thofe which were in friendfhip and al-
liance with them.

From this time he became a different perfon. He
was no longer fo obfequious to the people, nor fo ready
to comply with all their wild and capricious defires.
The government was no longer adminiftered by court-
ing popular favour and indulging the paflions of the
multitude, but was changed into an ariftocratical, or
rather a monarchical form ; thus he confined by ftricter
medfures the former loofe and luxuriant harmony of the
ftate; and by an unblameable condu¢t and a fteady
purfuit of the publick good, he obtained an abfolute
authority over the people, whom for the moft part he
influenced by argument and perfuafion, though fome-
times he directly thwarted their inclinations, and obliged
them by force to purfue fuch meafures as were moft

' conducive

of the Athenians amounted to nine
,thoufand feven hundred talents,
of which Pericles had laid out in
thofe publick buildings three thou-
fand feven hundred. How then
could he tell the people that it

fhould be at his own expence ; ef-
pecially fince Plutarch tells us in
the fequel that he had not in the
leaft improved the eftate left hun
by his father ?

B 4 ()1t
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conducive to their welfare. His conduét towards the
people was like that of a phyfician in the cure of a
long and irregular diftemper, who fometimes indulges
his patient in the moderate ufe of fuch things as are
pleafant, and at other times prefcribes fuch fharp and
violent medicines as are moft efficacious and falutary,
He alone had the art of controuling thofe various paf-
fions and diforders which muft neceffarily {pring up in
a people whofe dominion was {o extefinve. Hope and
fear were the two engines by which he governed and
dire©ed the multitude 5 by thefe he checked them when
they were too eager and impetuous, and animated them
when timerous and defponding.  From this example
it appears that Rhetorick is in reality what Plato calls
it, “ The art of ruling the minds of men; and that the
principal objet of it is to manage the affections and
paffions, which are to the foul what the ftrings are ta
a mufical mftrument, and which will always obey the
" will of the artift, when touched with delicacy and {kill.
The influence which Pericles acquired, was not, how-
ever, to be afcribed merely to his eloquence, but like-
wife, as Thucydides fays, to his unblemifhed integrity
and his contempt of riches, which procured him uni-
verfal efteem and -veneration. For though he had
rendered that great city, ftill more great and opulent,
though his power exceeded that of many Kings and
tyrants, fome of whom hath bequeathed to their chil-
dren the fovoreignty which they had obtained ; yet he-
never made the leaft addition to his paternal eftate,

Thucydides gives a full and juftaccount of the power
and authority of Pericles; but the comick poets fpeak
on this fubject with their ufual malignity, calling his
friendsand adherents “ the new Pihftratide,” reprefenting
his authority as exceflive and infupportable, and difpro-
portioned to a popular ftate, and requiring of him to
difclaim by cath all intentions of affuming a tyranninal
power. Teleclides fays that the Athenians gave intohis
hands

Each town’s whole tribute, and each town befides,
Which bound or free, as be ordains, abides,
: The
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The bulwark, which be bids to rife or fall ,
The firength, ' the treafure, bappinefs and all.

Nor was this power of his ‘a mere tranfitory thing,
which like a bloflom flourifhed only during the fpring
of his adminiftration ; he for for forty years together held
the pre-eminence, and that among fuch men as Ephi-
altes, Leocrates, Myronides, Cimon, Tolmidas, Thucydi-
des; and after the ruin and banifbment of Thucidides,
continued it ftill for no lefs than fifteen years. And tho’
his authority was unlimited, and "the power of the fe-
veral annual magiftrates united in him, yet he:kept
himfelf always untainted by avarice.  Not that he was
carelefs of his fortune; for he was equally folicitous
that his paternal eftate fhould not be diminifhed by neg-
ligence, and that the care of it fhould not engrofs too
much of his time and attention.  His method of ma-
naging ‘it was therefore fuch as appcared to him moft
caty and moft exaét.  The yearly produce of his lands
he fold all at once, and from day to day bought in
the market the neceffaries for his family. ~ But his fons
when they grew -up, ‘and the women who lived ‘with
him, were not at all pleafed with this parfimonious
ceconomy : they complained of their {canty allowance,
and this minute calculation of the daily expences.  For
there was none of that wafte and fuperfluity which is
common in great houfes and wealthy familics ; the in-
come and the expence being accurately adjufted to
each other., The perfon who aflifted him to manage
his affairs with this exactnefs and regularity was Evan:
gelus one of his fervants, a man who either by his na-
tural qualifications or by the inftructions of Pericles was
peculiarly fitted for fuch an employment.  This con-
duct indeed was very unlike that of Anaxagoras, who
through a philofophical enthufiafm and contempt of
wealth, quitted his houfe and left his lands uncultivated.
But I think there is a wide difference between the life
of a fpeculative and of an ative philofopher.  The
former is employed in contemplations purely intellec-
tual and independent on every -thing material and ex-
terngl ; the latter applies his virtue to the fervice of fo-

ciety,
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ciety, and the bufinefs of human life; to him, therefore,
riches may not only be neceffary, but they may be
ranked even among thofe things which we call honour-
able and good. Thus it was with Pericles, who was
enabled by his riches to relieve many of the poor ci-
tizens. And yetit is faid that in the multiplicity of pub-
lick bufinefs he had forgotten and neglected even Anaxa-
goras himfelf, who finding that he was thus deferted in
his old age covered up his head (5), and lay down with
an intention to ftarve himfelf to death.  Pericles hear-
ing this, ran immediately to him, with great emotion,
and earneftly entreated him to change his refolution,
not o much for his own fake, as that he himfelf might
not be deprived of {o faithful and able s counfelior.
Anaxagoras uncovering his face, replied ; “ Ah Pericles!
“ thofe who have need of a lamp take care to fupply it
“ with o1l.”

When the Lacedacmonians began to difcover a jealoufy
of the growing power of the Athenians, Pericles, thathe
might yet more elevate the fpirit of the people, and
give them a ftill higher opinion of their own power and
dignity, propofed a decree, that a council thould be
held at Athens, confifting of deputies from every Grecian
city, great and fmall, whether in Europe or in Afia, to
debate concerning the temples which had been burnt by
the Barbarians, concerning the facrifices which they
had vowed to the Gods when they fought for the fafety
of Greece,. and likewife concerning the meafures that
were to be taken with regard to their naval affairs, that
navigation might be every where fecure, and peace
maintained amongft them all. Twenty men of above
fifty years of age were fent with this propofal to the
different ftates of Greece. Five of them went to the
JTonians and Dorians who lived in Afia, and to the inha-
bitants of the iflands as far as Lefbos and Rhodes ; five

to

(s) It was cuftomary for. 2 ‘ed by the Decii, when they fo-
perfon who was determined to lemnly devoted themfelves to
put an end to his life, to cover death. Thus Horace fays,
up his head. Livy mentions this ~ Nam male re gefld, cum wellem
as part of the cercmony perform- miltere operto.
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to thofe who lived about the Hellefpont and in Thraceas
far as Byzantium; five to the inhabitants of Bzotia,
Phocis and Peloponnefus, and thence through Locris to
the adjoining continent as faras Acarnania and Ambra-
cia. The reft went to the Euboeans, Oetaeans, Malienfes,
Phthiotae, Achaeans (6) and Theffalians, inviting them
to join in the confultation, and to unite their endeavours
to promote the general peace and welfare of Greece
Their folicitations were, however, ineffectual, and there
was no council held ; the reafon of whichis faid to be
the oppofition of the Lacedzmonians, for it was in Pelo-
ponnefus that .the propofal was firft rejected. 1 have
juft mentioned this fa¢t as a proof of his high fpirit,
and his difpofition to form great and magnificent pro-
jecls. '

1 As a military commander his chief excellence was
prudence and caution, he never willingly came to an
engagement, when the danger was confiderable and
the fuccefs very uncertain; nor did he envy the glory
or imitate the conduct of thofe Generals, who are ad-
mired and applauded becaufe their rath enterprizes have
been attended with fuccefs. He often faid to the citi-
zens, “ that as far as it depended upon him they fhould
“ he all immortal.” When Tolmidas the fon of Tol-
meus elated with his former fuccefles, and the reputa-
tion he had acquired in war, was preparing very unfea-
fonably to make an incurfion into Baotia, and befides
his other forces had colle¢ted a thoufard of the beft
and braveft of the youth whom'he had perfuaded- to
enlift as volunteers, Pericles ufed his utmoft epdeavours
to divert him from the attempt, and faid to him in
the publick affembly thofe well-known words, “If you
“ donot regard the advice of Pericles, atleaft wait till
“ time fhall advife you, who is the beft of all counfeliors,”
‘This faying was nothighlyapplauded then; buta few days

after

Me capite in flumen———— Peloponnefus; but neither ofthefe
Lib. ii. Sat. 8. can be the meaning in this place:

(6) Achaéa is fometimes ufed We muft here underftand a peo-
for Greecein general ; fometimes ple of Theflaly called Achaeans.
it fignifies a particelar diftrit in Vid. Steph. Byz, in voce @¢.Cas.

(7) For

o em——
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after, when news was brought that the Athenians
were defeated at Coronea, and that Tolmidas was kil-
led together with many of the braveft citizens, it pro-
cured Pericles great refpect and love from the people,
who confidered itas a proof not only of his fagacity but
alfo of his affection to his countrymen.
Of his military expeditions, that to the Cherfonefus
was moft applauded, becaufe it contributed fo' much
to the fafety of the Grecks who lived there. For
he not only ftrengthened their cities by a colonyof a
thoufand Athenians ; but by raifing fortifications acrofs
the Ifthmus from fea to fea, he fecured them from the
incurfions of the Thracians who furrounded them, and
delivered them from a grievous and oppreflive war in
which they had been continually engaged before, with
the neighbouring nations of the Barbarians, and nu-
merous bands of robbers who lived on the borders, or
were inhabitantsof the country. Helikewife acquired
great reputation among ftrangers by the voyage which
he made round Peloponnefus with a fleet of an hundred
fhips with which he fet fail from Pegz a port of Mega-
ns. For he not only ravaged the towns upon the fea-
coaft, but landing with the foldiers whom he had on
board, he advanced far into the country, and obliged
moft of the inhabitants through fear to fhelter them-
felves within their walls ; and at Nemea entirely routed
the Sicyonians who ftood their ground and came to an
engagement with him. Having ereCted a trophy of
this victory, and put on board his fleet fome foldiers
that were furnithed him by the Ach@ans who were al-
fies of the Athenians, he failed to the oppofite continent,
and pafling by the mouth of the Achelotis, he made a
defcent in Acarnania, fhut up the Oenead® within their
walls, and having laid wafte the country returned
home. By this expedition he rendered himfelf formi-
dable to the enemy, and gave his fellow-citizens a

proof both of his refolution and prudence; for no
mifcarriage

(7) For the Athenians had been  were driven out of it by Megal;y—
-mafters of Egypt as we read in f{us, Artaxerxes’slieutenant, inthe’

the 2d book of Thucydides. They fuft year of the 8oth Olym;zia)d.I '
. s B . 8 t

-
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mifcarriage was committed, nor did even any unfortu-
nate accident happen during the whole time.

He failed to Pontus with a fleet that was very nume-
rous and well equipped ; he treated the Grecian cities
there with great kindnefs, and granted them every
thing that they demanded.  Befide this, by failing
wherever he pleafed and maintaining the dominion of
the fea, he taught the Barbarians of thofe countries, to-
gether with their Kings and Governors, to refpect both
the power and the courage of the Athenians.. He left
thirteen fhips under the command of Lamachus and a
number of foldiers with the inhabitants of Sinope, to
enable them to oppofe the tyrant Timefilaus ; and after
the tyrant and his party were expelled, he caufed a
decree to pafs that fix hundred volunteers fhould be
fent from Athens to Sinope, and that the houfes and lands
which had formerly belonged to the tyrants fhould be
diftributed among them. He was, however, far from
countenancing all the wild and extravagant projeéts of
the people, nor would he indulge them, when elated with
their power and fuccefles, they were defirous to attempt
the recovery of Egypt (7), and to invade the maritime
provinces of the King of Perfia. Many of them were at
this time poflefled with that unfortunate and fatal paflion
for Sicily, which was afterwards more inflamed by the
‘orators of Alcibiades’s party. Some of them dreamed
‘of the conqueft of Hetruria (8) and Carthage, which
they thought was no vainand impracticable enterprize,
confidering the great extent of their dominions and the
profperous courfe of their affairs. :

But Pericles checked this eager, reftlefs and ambiti-
ous fpirit; and employed the greateft part of their
ftrength in fecuring what they had already acquired,
for he thought it no inconfiderable thing to reftrain
the power of the Lacedemonians, againft whom he had
a particular “enmity, which appeared on many occa-

fions

{8) It is not éafy to conceive cibiades it is faid that  he dream-
why Hetruria fhould be joined ¢ ed of the conqueit of Carthage
with Carthage. In the life of Al- and Libya’

- _ (9) This
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fions, and efpecially in the facred war. For the Pho-
cians having taken poflelion of the temple at Delphi,
the Lacedemonians fénding an army thither reftored it
to the inhabitants ; but Pericles immediately after the
departure of the Lacedemonians, marched thither with
another army, and again put it into'the hands of the
Phocians. Aud as "the Laced@monians had engraved
upon the forehead of the brazen wolf, (9) the privilege
which the people of Delphi had granted them of firft
confulting the Oracle ; Pericles obtained the fame privi-
lege for the Athenians, and engraved it on the right fide
of the fame image.

The event foon proved, with how much prudence
he had confined the force of the Athenians within the
limits of Greece. For firft of all, the Eubceans revolted,
and he tranfported an army into their ifland in order
to reduce them. Immediately after this, news was
brought that the Megarenfians were in arms, and that

‘the Lacedemonians were advanced to the borders of

Attica, under the conduct of Pliftonax their King (1). He
therefore inftantly returned from Eubcea, to manage
the war at home. The enemy offered him battle ; he
would not, however, venture to engage an army fo
numerous and refolute. But finding that Pliftonax was
very young, and that he was chiefly guided by the ad-
vice of Cleandrides, whom the Ephori had appointed as
a direCtor and affiftant to the King on account of his
youth, he made application privately to this man, and
ioon prevailed on him by money to withdraw the Pe-
loponnefians from Attica. The army having retired, and
being difperfed . through the feveral cities, the Lacede-
monians were highly incenfed, and impofed fuch a fine
npon the King, that not being able to pay it, he was

forced to leave the country.

(9) This wolf is faid to have
been confecrated by the Detphians
and placed by the fide of the great
altar, upon the following occafion.
A thief having one day robbed
the temple, went and hid himfelf
with his booty in the thickeft

Cleandrides fled, but fen-
tence

part of the foreft of mount Par-
naflus, where a wolf fell upon him
and killed him ; after which he
went every day into the city,where
he terrificd the inhabitants with his
frightful howlings. The Delphi-
ans imagining that thefe regular

Teturns
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tence of death was pafled upon him. Gylippus who defeat-
ed the Athenians in Sicily was his fon ; he was likewife in-
fected with the fame vice of avarice, which he feemed
to have derived like a natural and hereditary diftemper
from his father ; and on account of  thofe criminal prac-
tices to which this difpofition prompted him, he was ba-
nifhed with ignominy from Sparta, as we bave already
related in the life of Lyfander.

Pericles in his account of the expences of this expedition
had fzt down one article of ten talents “for a neceflary pur-
“ pofe;” this the people allowed to pafs without examina-
tion and without enquiring into the myftery. But fome
writers, among whom is Theophraftus the philofopher,
fay thatPericles ufed to fend annually ten talents to Sparta,
by which he gained the men in power, and prevailed on
them todefer all ats of hoftility ; not that he intended
hereby to purchafe peace, but only to gain time, that
he might have leifure to make preparations for carry-
ing on the war afterwards with greater advantage.

Immediately after the retreat of the Lacedeemonians,
Pericles turned his arms againft the revolters; and
pafling over into Eubaea with fifty fhips, and five thou-
fand foldiers he reduced all the cities there. He ex-
pelled the Hippobote who were the principal men for
.wealth and authority among the Chalcidenfes, and drove
the inhabitants of Heftiza out of the country, fupplying
their place with Athenians. The caufe of this feverity
was, that they having taken an Athenian thip, had mur-
dered the whole crew.

Soon after this, a truce being made for thirty years
between the Athenians and Laced@moniaas, he procured
a decree to be pafled for an expedition againft Samos .
the ground of which was, that the Samians had refufed
to obey the orders which they had received: from. the

Athenians,

returns muft be owing to fome
fupernatural caufe, followed the
wolf, who conduted them to the
place where the carcafe lay, near
which they likewife found the
treafure belonging to the tem-
ple ; and in.memory of the mi-
racle they confecrated the wolf of

brafs mentioned here by Plutarch.
(1) Thucydides places this expe-
dition fourteen years before the
firft Peloponnefian war, of which
mention will be made hereafter.
It happened therefore in the 2d

year of the 83d Olympiad.’
(2) That

s
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Athenians, to make peace with the Milefians,  Ithaving
been thought that Pericles engaged in this war merely
to gratify Afpafia, it may not be improper in this place
to give fome account jof this woman, and to confider
what were thofe arts, and thofe powers of allurement,
.by which fhe captivated the greateft men of the ftate,
and procured fuch frequent yet not difhonourable men-
tion to be made of her even by philofophers. It is
agreed by all that {he was by birth a Milefian, and the
daughter of Axiochus. It is faid that fhe imitated the
condut of Thargelia a courtezan who was defcended
from the ancient lonians (2), and that from her ex-
ample fhe learned to court the friendfhip only of the
moft powerful men in the republick. This Thargelia
was a woman of remarkable beauty, and of great un-
derftanding and wit ; fhe had many lovers among the
Greeks, all of whom fhe brought over to the King of
Perfia’s intereft ; and as they were men of the greateft
eminence and authority, the feeds of the Median faction
were by their means fown in many cities of Greece.
Some fay that Pericles vifited Afpafia only on account of
her extraordinary wifdom, and her fkill in political
affairs. For even Socrates frequently went with fome
of his friends to fee her ; and thofe who were intimately
acquainted with her ufed to carry their wives to hear
her converfation, though her occupation was not a de-
centand reputable one; for fhe kept a number of loofe
women in her houfe. Afchines fays that Lyficles (3),
who was a grazier, and naturally of a low grovelling
difpofition, by converfing with Afpafia after the death
of Pericles, became the moft confiderable man in Athens,
And it appears from the Menexenus of Plato, that many

of

(2) That is from the colony murdered by one of her lovers.

fent to inbabit that part of Afia
Minor, which wasafterwards cal-
led Ionia, from that lonic migra-
tion. This Thargelia was fo fine
a woman that by means of her
beauty the obtained the fovereign-
ty in ‘Theflaly. However fhe came
to an untimely end, for fhe was

(3) I know of but two of that
name, who made any confidera-
ble figure among the Athenians,
The firft was fent with twelve
veflels under his command to levy
the money that was neceflary to
carry on the fiege of Mitylene, and
was flain by the Carians in that

expedition,
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of the Athenians reforted to her for the fake of improv-
ing themfelves in the art of fpeaking, in which fhe was
confummately fkilled ; for though the beginning of that
dialogue is written in a ludicrous manner, yet this cir-
cumftance is hiftorically true. But the attachment. of
Pericles to her, is moft probably to be afcribed to an
amorous motive. His firlt wife was his relaton: the
rich Callias was her fon by Hipponicus a former hufband ;
fhe likewife had two fons by Pericles, Xantippus and
Paralus; but growing difagreeable to each other, they
parted by conient ; he difpofed of her to another hui-
band, and himfelf married Afpafia, ‘whom he loved fo
affeCtionately that when he went from his houfe to the
Forum, and when he returned home, he conftantly fa-
luted her with great tendernefs.  In the comedies fhe
is called 2 fecond Omphale, fometimes Deianira and

fometimes Juno. Cratinus plainly calls her a whore in
thefe verfes

She, this Afpafia, this our Juno, bore,
A fbomelefs, lovelefs, odious, filthy awhore.

It is probable that he had 2 natural fon hy her; for
Eupolis in his play called Demi, introduces Pericles afk-
ing this queftion,- :

Tell me ; ftill lives my baftard 2
"T'o which Pironides replies :

Still be lrves
And longs to prove the joys which wedlock gives
But in_a wife, alas! be fears to find
As rank a whore as fate to thee bas join'd.

Such

expedition. But that could not
be the Lyficles meant here by Plu-
tarch, for he was flain the year
after Pericles’s death, too fhort 2
time for him to frame a corre-
fpondence with Afpafia fo as to
make himfelf confiderable there-
by. The fecond was put to death
by the Athenians for his mifcon-
Vou. II,

du® in the battle of Ch=zronea,
which happened in the third year
‘of the 1 10thOlympiad, more than
ninety years after the death of
Pericles. And if this was the Ly-
ficles here mentioned, Afpafia
muft have furvived Periclesa long
time indeed. I do not remembez-
that he is mentioned inany of the
C three
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Such was the fame ‘of Afpafia, that Cyrus who con

tended with Artaxerxes for

the kingdom of Perfia, 15

faid to have given the name of Afpalfiz to his favourite
concubine, who was before called Milto.  "This woman
was born in Phocis, and was the daughter of Hermotimus;;
when Cyrus was killed in battle, fhe was carried to the
King, and had afterwards great influence with him.
As thefe particulars occurred tc my memory while [ was
_writing this hiftory, I thought I fhould be too morofe

«1f -] omitted to mention them. :

- Pericles; as we have faid, was acculed of having at
Afpafia’s requeft prevailed on the people to take up
arms againft the Samtans, and in defence of the Milefi-
ans. Thele two ftates had been at war for the city of
Pricne; and the advantage being on the fide of the
Samians, they were ordered by the Athenians to lay
. down their arms and to come dnd plead their caufe be-
fore them. Upon their refufal to comply. with this de-
mand, Periclesfailed with a fleet to Samos, and abolithed
the oligarchical form of government. - He then took

fifty of the ‘principal men,

and the fame number of

- children as hoftages, whom he fent to Lemnos. It is
-faid that each of the hoftages offered him a talent
for his ranfom, and that many other prefents were
likewife offered him by fuch of the inhabitants as were
«enemies to a popular government.  Piffuthnes the Per-
fian, who was a friend to the Samians (4), alfo fent him
ten thoufand picces of gold, in order to mitigate his
feverity towards thém.  But Pericles would not receive
any of ‘thefe prefents, nor treat the Samians otherwife
than he at firft determined ; and when he had eftablifh-
ed a democracy among them, he returned to Athens (5).
Upon his departure however, they immediately re-
volted, having privately recovered their hoftages by

the affiftance of Pifluthnes.

They made every neceflary

" preparation for carrying on the war; and when Pericles

three orations that remain of Z£{-
. chines.

(4) Piffuthnes the fon of Hifta-

came

fpes was Governor of Sardis. The
reafon which induced him to fa-
vour the Samians, was becaufe
theywho had the greateft authority

2 a among



) PERICLES. 35
cdame the fecond time with a fleet,.in order to reduce
them, he found them not in a negligent or defponding
pofture, but firmly refolved to contend with him for
the dominion of the fea.- A fharp engagement enfued
near the ifland Tragia ; and Pericles obtained a glorious
vi€tory, having with forty-four fhips defeated feventy, -
twenty of which had foldiers on board.  Purfuing his
victory, he made himfelf mafter of the harbour of Samos,
and laid.fiege to the city.  The Samians ftill bravely
defended themfelves and made vigorous fallies upon the
enemy. But when another more confiderable fleet ar-
rived from Athens, and they were entirely blocked up,

- Pericles, taking with him fixty fhips failed into-the open
fea, with a defign, as it is generally faid, to meet a
Pheenician fleet that was coming to the relief of the
Samians, and to engage with it at a diftance from the
ifland.  Stefimbrotus, indeed, fays that he intended to
fail to Cyprus, which is very improbable. ~ But what-
ever his defign was, he feems to have been guilty of
an error.  For as {oon as he was gone, Meliffus-the fon
of Ithagenes, a man of great reputation as a philofopher,
and at that tim¢ commander of the Samians, defpifing
the fmall fleet which he left beltind him, and the un-
fkilfulnefs of the commanders of it, perfuaded the
citizens to make an attack upon the Athenians. The
Samians were viGtorious in this engagement, took many
prifoners, deftroyed a confiderable number of fhips,
became mafters of the fea, and furnifhed themfelves
with all things:they wanted neceffary to fupport the
war. Ariftotle fays that Pericles himfelf before this time
had been defeated by Meliffus in a fea-fight. The Sami-
ans branded the Athenian prifoners in the forehead with
the figure of an owl (6), in return for the infult which
they had received from the Athenians, who had branded
them with the figure of a Samana, which is a kind of
fhip built low in the forepart, and wide and hollow in

‘ Sl L the
among them were in the intereft Samos.
of the Perfians. (6) We meet with no mention

(5) Plutarch has omitted to of thefe reciprocal barbarities in
mention that he left a garrifon in  Thucydides. .
- g (b el (-) This
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the fides, which form renders it very light and expe-
ditious in failing ; it was called Samana becaufe it was
firft invented at Samos by the tyrant Polycrates, Arifto-

phanes is fuppoled to allude to thefe marks in the fol-
lowing line:

Tbe Samians, are, we know, a letter’d race.

Pericles being informed of the misfortune that had
befaln his army, came in all hafte to its relief; and
having defeated Meliffus in a pitched battle and put the
Samians to flight, he blocked them up by building a
wall round the city, chufing rather to gain the conqueft
at fome expence of time and money, than by the wounds
and danger of his countrymen.  But when the Atheni-
ans were tired with the length of the fiege, and were fo
eager to fight that it was difficult to reftrain them, he
divided his whole army "into eight parts, which he or-
dered to draw lots; and that part which drew a white
bean was permitted to fpend the day in eafe and plea-
fure, while the others were employed in fighting. And
hence, it is faid, a day fpent in feafting and merriment
is called a “ white day,” in allufion to this white bean.

Ephorus relates that Pericles in this fiege made ufe of
battering engines, with the contrivance of which he was
highly pleafed, they being then a new invention; and
adds that Artimon the engincer was with him, and that
he on account of his lamenefs being carried about in a
litter to direct fuch of the machines as required his pre-
fence, hence obtained the name of Periphoretus. But
Heraclides of Pontus difproves this account, from fome -
verfes of Anacreon, in which Artemon Periphoretus is
mentioned feveral ages before the Samian war. He fays
that Artemon was a man extremely luxurious and effe-
minate, and of fuch exceflive timidity, that he re-

] mained almoft continually at home, where two fervants
. ¢ always

(7) This hiftorian lived in the of the Samian boundaries. Ci-

time of Ptolemy Philadelphus. He
wrote a diflcourfe upon tragedy,
a hiftory of Libyia, that of Aga-
thocles of Syracufe, another of the
Macedonians,orGreeks,andabook

B ) L ) e B

cero tells us he -was ¢ Homo in
¢ Hiftoria diligens ;” which does
not agree with the chara&er that
Plutarch gives of him here. He
fpeaks of him much in the fame

manner
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always held a' brazen fhield over his head for fear any
thing fhould fall upon him, and that if at any timehe
was neceffarily obliged to go abroad, he was carried in
# litter, which hung fo low as almoft to' touch the
ground ; and that for this rezfon he was called Peri-
phoretus. : i

After nine months the Samians {urrendered. Pericles
demolifhed their walls, feized their fhips, and fined
them in a great fum of money, part of which they
paid immediately ; a time was fixed for the payment
of the reft, and they gave hoftages as a fecarity. Duris
the Samian (7) defcribes thefe tranfactions in a moft tra-
gical manner, and accufes the Athenians and Pericles of
monftrous cruelty, of which neither Thucydides, Ephorus
nor Ariftotle make: any mention. ‘The account he gives
is utterly incredible, that Pericles brought the com-
manders of tlie Samian fhips together with the feamen
into: the market-place of Miletus, where he faftened
them to boards, and left them in that condition for
ten days, and then when they were almoft expiring
ordered them to be killed by beating them on the head
with clubs ; after which their bodies were thrown out
into the fields, where they remained unburied. Duris
who often {werves from the truth even when rot mifled
by any particular paffion or intereft, feems in this cafe
to have exaggerated the miferies of his country on pur-
pofe to bring a reproach upon the Athenians.

Pericles upon his return to Athens after this conqueft,
celebrated with great magnificence the funeral of thofe -
who had died in" the war, and pronounced an oration
in honour of them, which charmed and aftonithed the
audience (8). When he came down from the Reftrum
the women all ran to compliment him, and crowned
him' with garlands like one who had gained a victory

At

manner in the life of Alcibiades.
(8) This oration isnot to be
confounded with that which he
pronounced in honour of thofe
who fell at the beginning of the
Peloponnefian war, which'we find

preferved in the fecond book of
‘Thucydides. This mentioned here
was pronounced in the laft year
of the eighty-fourth Olympiad,
and the other not till the fecond
of the eighty-feventh.

- (9) The
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in the public games. = But Elpinice coming up to him
faid, “ You have acted glorioufly indeed, Pericles, and
“ deferve to be crowned for facrificing {o many of the
“ braveft citizens, notin fighting with the Pheenicians or |
¢ Perfians, asmy brother Cimon did, but in deftroying
“a city united to us both in blood and friendthip.” Pe-
ricles in reply only fmiled, and repeated to her ina low
voice thefe lines of Archilochus ;

Leave, leave, for Jbarne, thefe youthful airs
Nor paint, nor drefs becomes grey bairs,

Yon fays that he was extremely elated with this fuccefs,
and boafted that whereas Agamemnon {pent ten years in-
taking a Barbarian city, he had fubdued the moft pow-
erful ftate among the onians in the {pace of nine months.
And indeed he had reafon to pride lumfelf on this con-
queft, the war having been attended with great hazard
and uncertainty, if it be true, as Thucydides afferts,
that the power of the Samians was fo confiderable, that
the Athenians wereinimminent danger of lofing the domi-
nion of the fea. J 5
Some time after this, when the Peloponnefian war was
ready to break out, the inhabitants of Corcyra being
attacked by the Corinthians, Pericles perfuaded the people
to fend them fome afliftance, and to fecure in their
intereft that ifland which had fo confiderable a naval
power, and would be of great fervice to them in the
conteft which they were: likely to have foon with the
Peloponnefians.  'The people baving agreed to his pro-
pofal, he fent Lacedeemonius the fon of Cimon with no
more than ten fhips, as if he defigned only to difgrace
him.  For as there was a very great friendfhip f{ubfift-
ing between the family of Cimom and the Spartans,. if
: ; Lace-

(9) The manner in which Thu-
cydides relates this affair, is more
probable, and not {o dithoaour-
able to Pericles. He tells us that
when Pericles ordered thofe ten
thips tofail, he gave them inftruc-

tions not to engage with the Co-
tinthians, unle(s they faw them

attempting to make a defcent
upon Coreyra, or any of its terri-
tories  His defign was to let
them fight among themfelves as
long as they pleafed, that they
might weaken one another, and
be in no condition to oppofe the
Athenians in any war they might
‘ - havg



PERICLES

Lacedemonius performed nothin

O

39

expedition, a ftrong fufpicion might arife of his trea-
cheroufly favouring the Spartan intereft. For this rea-
fon Pencles fent him out with {o fmall a force, though
he was very unwilling to accept of the gommand (g). .
But it was the conftant endeavour of Pericles to deprefs
the family of Cimon ; he often faid that his fons ought
not to be looked upon as- native’ Athenians, that their
very names proved them to be of foreign and ille-
gitimate extraction (1), one of them being called La- !
cedemonius, another Theflalus, and. the third Eleus : and

indeed it was generally thought that they were all born

of an Arcadian woman. Pericles being much cenfured
on account of thefe thips, which as they were a {lender
fuccour to thofe who had requefted - them, gave his
enemigs abundant occafion to repreach and villify him,
fent a larger fleet to reinforce them, which did not ar-

rive till the battle was over (2).

’

The Corinthians refenting the conduct of the Atheni-
ans, made their complaint to the Laced®monians. ‘They
were joined by the Megarenfians, who accufed the Athe-
nians of having excluded them from every market and
every port in their dominions, contrary to the rights
of nations, and the oaths which had been taken by the
different ftates of Greece. - The people of Aigina like-
wife, thinking themfelves wronged and opprefled,
though they durft not openly accufe the Athenians, yet

applied in private to the Lacedeemonians.

The fiege of

Potidea, which happened at the fame time,, contributed

alfo to baften the war. This city, though originally -

a Corinthian colony, was fubject to the Atheniars, and
had now revolted. However, as ambafladors were
fent to Athens, and as Archidamus King of the Lacede- -

have with them hereafter. Be-
fides, Lacedzmonius the fon of
Cimon was not the fole comman-
der in this expedition ; Diotenes
and Proteas were appointed by
Pericles for his collegues.

* (1) See the life of Themiftocles

at the beginning.

monians ;

(2) But this fleet (which con-
fited of twenty-fhips) arrived juft _
as they were preparing for a fe-
cond engagement, which the fight

of fo confiderable a
vented,

€4

force pre-

o confiderable in this :

13) Thucy~"
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monians endeavoured amicably to compofe thefe diffe-
rences, and to pacify the allies, the war might proba-
bly have been prevented, could the Athenians have been
prevailed upon to come to an accommodation with the
Megarenfians, and to have repealed the decree which
they had made againft them. ‘Therefore, as the oppo-
fition which was made to this meafure proceeded chiefly
from Pericles, who inflamed the minds of the people, and
perfifted in his implacable enmity to the Megarenfians,
he was confidered as the fole author of the war,

Ttis faid that when - the ambafladors came upon this
occafion to Athens from Sparta, Pericles alledged a cer-
tain law that forbad the taking down any table on
which a decree of the people was written ; “ Well then,”-
faid Polyarces one of the ambaffadors (3), “ donot take it
“down ; only turn the other fide outward ; there is no law
“againft that.” The pleafantry of this repartee had no
effect upon Pericles, nor in the leaft abated his animo-
fity againft the people of Megara. Itis probable that
his hatred to them was owing to fome private and per-
fonal caufe. But the charge which he brought againft
them in publick was, that they had appropriated to
themfelvesa pieceof confecrated land ; and he procured
a decree to be pafled, that a herald fhould be fent ta
Megara to expoftulate with them, and from thence
fhould go to Sparta to accufe them there of this facri-
legious action. This decree of Pericles contained ne-
thing more than a mild and equitable remonftrance.
But the herald Anthemochrytus dying by the way, and
the Megarenfians being fufpeted as the authors of his
death, Charinus propofed a decree, that there fhould
be an eternal and irreconfilable hatred between the two
ftates ; thatif any Megarenfian entered the territory of
the Athenians, he fhould be put to death ; that the Athe-

. nian

(3) Thucydides names three
ambaffadors, Ramphius, Melefip-
pus, and Agefander, but makes
no mention of Polyarces.

(4)We do not find any notice
q}(e,nof this herald in Thucydides;

and yet it is fo certain that the
Megarenfians were looked upon as
the authors of the murder, that
they were punithed for it many
ages after; for on that account
the Emperor Adrian denied them
that relief which he had procu;_ed

or
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nian generals, when they took the cuftomary cath,
fhould fwear befides to make an incurfion twice a year’
into Megaris ; and that Anthemocritus fhould be buried
near the Thriafian gate, which is now called Dipylon ().
The Megarenfians, however, abfolutely deny the mur-
derof Anthemocritys, and charge the whole guilt of
the war upon Afpafia and Pericles'; in confirmation of
which they quote thofe well known verfes from the
Acharnenfes of Ariftophanes,

Some drunken youths from Athens went,
To Megara, on mifchief bent

And thence (their valour to difplay)}

The whore Simetha flole away.

Rage fires the Megarenfian throng ;

W ith int’reft they repay the wrong
And entring good Alpafia’s doors,~

From ber they force two fav’rite whores,
Bebold the fpring of all our woe !

Hence difcord, war, and flaughter flow.

(5) The real caufe of this war is very difficult to difco-
ver ; but that the above-mentioned decree was not re~
pealed, is univerfally afcribed to Pericles. Some think -
that his oppofition to this meafure proceeded from real
greatnefs of mind, and a perfuafion that he was acting
for the beft, as he thought that this propofition was made
by the Lacedemonians only to try the ftrength and
refolution of the Athenians, and that to comply with it
would have heen to confefs their weaknefs. Othersare
of opinion that he {lighted the mediation of the Laceda-.
monians from pride and obftinacy, from a fpirit of con
_tention and a defire to manifeft his power and authority,
But that caufe of the war which is the moft exceptionable
of all, and which is affigned by moft writers is this.

Phidias:
for the other cities and people of Spartans had conceived of the
Greece. Athenians, which prompted them:

to make ufe of every occafion to

(5) Thucydides takes no notice  difpute with them the empire. of

of thefe frivolous accounts, but the fea, and confequently of all,
makes it appear that therealcaufe Greece. ' ‘

of the war was the jealoufy the (6) They
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Phidias the  ftatuary had undertaken, as we have
faid before, to make the ftatue of Minerva. The
friendfhip and influence he had with Pericles, expofed
him to envy, and procured him many enemies, who
being defirous by making an experiment upon him, to
try the difpolition of the people, and what would be
the event if Pericles himlfelf fhould be cited before
them, perfuaded Menon one of Phidias’s workmen to
come as a fuppliant into the Forum, and implore the
protection of the people, that he might be at liberty to
bring an information againft Phidias.  His requeft be-
ing granted, Phidias was tried before an aflembly of
the people, but the theft with which Menon charged
him could not be proved. For the gold which was uted
in making thisftatue, Phidias, by the advice of Pericles,
had faftened toit in fuch a manner, that it was eafy
to take it off and weigh it; and this the accufers were
bid to do by Pericles. Phidias however fank under the
envy which his fuperior merit occafioned. But what
gave the greateft offence was. that in the reprefenta-
tion of the battle of the Amazons upon Minerva’s fhield,
he had introduced his own figure, and appeared there
in the likenefs of a bald old man holding up a ftone
with both his hands. He had likewife engraven there
an admirable figure of Pericles fighting with an Amazon;
this was executed with confummate art, the hand that
held out the fpear feeming to have been defigned to
cover the face and conceal- the refemblance which,
neverthelefs, ftrongly appeared on each fide (6). Phi-
dias at laft ended his life in a prifon (7). Some fay
that he died a natural death,.others that he was poi-

; foned

(6) They pretended that thofe
modern figures.of Pericles and
Phidias deftroyed the credit of the
ancient hiftory, which did fo
much honour to Athens,and their
founder Thefeus. - This figure of
Phidias reprefented in the fight of
the Amazons, has given occafion
to a remarkable paffage in the
treatife de Mundo, attributed to

Ariftotle. “It is faid that Phidias,
“ who made the {tatue of Miner-
‘“ va in the citadel, inter-wronght
“ his own figure fo artificially in
“ the middle of the buckler of the
‘“Goddefs, and incorporated it
¢ with the whole compofition in
“ fuch a manner that it was im-
“ poflible toremove it withoutde-
« ftroying the ftatue entirely.”
(7) Others
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foned by his enemies, who intended to take occafion
from thence to flander Pericles. As to the informer
Menon, the people granted him an immunity from
taxes by a decree which was propofed by Glycon; and
the generals were charged to provide for his fecurity.
About the fame time Afpafia was profecuted for im-
piety, upon the accufation of Hermippus the comick
poet, who charged her b.fides with entertaining cer-
tain women of reputable families, to ferve the debauch-
eries of Pericles. Diopithes likewife propofed a decree,
that all thefe who denied the exiftence of the Gods, or
who taught profane opinions concerning celeftial ap-
pearances, fhould be tried before an aflembly of the
people, This decree, though it moft immediately af-
fetted Anaxagoras, yect was indirectly levelled at Peri-
cles. - The people feeming to liften readily to thefe
accufations, another decree was propofed by Draconti-
des, that Pericles thould lay before the Prytanes an ac-
count of the publick money with which he had been
entrufted, and that the judges 'fhould take the ballots’
from the altar (8) and try the caufe in the'city. But
the latt article was changed by Agnon, and it was de-
creed that the caufe fhould be tried by the fifteen hun-
dred judges, whether the accufation were laid’ for “em-
“ bezzlement” and “ taking of bribes,” or in general for.
corrupt practices.” Afpafia was acquitted; Pericles ha-
ving as Afchines fays, by force of tears and intreaties
moved the judges to compaffion. - But fearing the event
of Anaxagoras’s trial, he fent him out of the city, and
accompanied him part of the way. And as he himfelf
was become obnoxious to the people upon Phidias’s
account, and was afraid of the confequence fhould he
i Sy A . be

(7) Others fay that he was ba-
pithed, and that in his exile he
made the famous flatue of Jupiter
at Olympia.

(8) In the life of ‘Themiftocles
we meet with another inftance of
this folemnity. What Plutarch
means by ¢ trying the caufein the
‘ city, is not eafy t0 determine,

unlefs by the ¢ city” we are to un-
derftand ¢ the full aflembly of the
“ people.” By the fifieen hune
dred judges mentioned in the next
fentence, the court of Heliza s
probably meaat ; for this court
fometimes on extraordinary occa-
fions confilted of that number.
(9) See
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be called into a court of judicature, he urged on the
war which as yet was lingering, and blew up that
flame which till then was ftified and fupprefled. By
this means he hoped to remove all reproach and accu-
fation, and to mitigate the envy and ill-will of the
people ; for fuch was his authority and reputation, that
in times of difficulty and danger they placed their cou-
fidence in him alone, Thefe are the different caufes
afligned for his having prevented the people from yield-
ing to the demand of the Lacedeemonians : which was
the true one 1s not known.
~ TheLacedzmonians being perfuaded that if they could
ruin Pericles, they might eafily manage the Athenians,
required them to remove from the city all execrable
perfons ; for Pericles, as Thucydides fays, was by the
mother’sfide defcended from fome of thofe who had been
pronounced “ execrable” in the affair of Cylon (g). But
this had a contrary effect to what the Laced@monians ex-
pected’; for inftead of diftruft and reproach, it procured
Pericles greater confidence and efteem from the Atheni.
ans, who confidered him as the man whom their ene-
mies' moft of all feared and hated, And therefore
before Archidamus invaded Attica at the head of the
Peloponnefian army, Péricles declared to the Athenians,
that1f Archidamus when he was ravaging the reftof
their lands, fhould abftain from his, either on account
of the friendfhip and right of hofpitality that fubfifted
between them, or to furnith his enemies with matter of
flander againft him, he would give his lands and houfes
to the publick. The Lacedemonians and their allies
{oon after entered Attica with a great army under the
conduét of King Archidamus. They laid wafte the
whole country, and advanced as far as Acharnz (1),
where they encamped, expecting that the Athenians
would not patiently fuffer them to continue there, but
that pride and indignation would provoke them to
. fight,
(9) See vol. 1. p. 214. as its quota for the publick fer-
(1) The borongh of Acharnz vice. [t was about 1500 paces
was one of the largeft in Attica, from the city.

for that alone fupplied 3000 men  (2) The fameCleon that was fo
/ roughly
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Bghr. Pericles, however, thought it too dangerous an ex-
rciiment to rifk no lefs than the prefervation of the city
itfelf upon an engagement with fixty thoufand Lacede-
monian and Beeotian troops ; for that was the number
employed in the firft expedition. - As to thofe who being
exalperated by the devaftations which the Lacedemo-
nians had committed, were eager to come to a battle,
he endeavoured to cool and pacify them, by faying,
¢ that trees after they are lopped will foon grow again,
“ but when men are cut off the lofs is not eafily re-
« paired.” He avoided calling an affembly of the people,
left he thould be forced to act contrary to his opinion.
But as a pilot in a ftorm, when he has given proper di-
reCtions, and difpofed every thing belonging to the
fhip in the beft manner, aéts as the rules of his art re-
quire, regardlefs of the tears and entreaties of the fick
and fearful paflengers; thus Pericles baving fthut up the
gates, appointed the guards, and taken every proper
meafure for their fecurity, purfued the dictates of his
own prudence, without paying any attention to the
clamours and complaints of others. On one fide he
was attacked by the importunity of his friends, on the
other by the threats and reproaches of his enemies. He
was continually infulted by fatirical fongs and various
other expreffions of ridicule and contempt; his caution
was reprelented as cowardice and a defertion of his
country, which he thus left as a prey to the enemy,.
Cleon (2) too inceffantly reviled him, making the gene-
ral refentment againft Pericles a means of increafing his

own ' popularity ; as appears by thefe verfes of Her-
mippus ;

Why, King of fatyrs (3), is the fpear declin'd
For empty threats that mingle with the wind @

As groans the whetflone, when the faulchion’s fide
To gain new keennefs is with fkill applied,

} » So

roughly handled by Ariftophanus: Athenians. See a farther account
He fo well knew how to gain the of him in the life of Nicias.
affections of the people, that in  (3) Thisalludes to thedebauch-
time he became General of the eries with which he was charged.
: (4) Pericles
L+ 5
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So twhile you fbarpen Cleon’s wit, you rave,
Your tongue @ bero, but your beart a flave.

‘Pericles, however, continued unmoved, patiently and
filently enduring all thefe indignities and reproaches.
And though he fent a fleet of an hundred fhips to Pe-
loponnefus, he would not fail with them, but remained
at home to watch over the city, and keep the reins of
government in his own hands -till the Peloponnefians
fhould retire. In order to appeafe the difcontent of the
common people on account of the war, he made a
diftribution of money and land ; for having expelled
the inhabitants of Agina, he divided the ifland by lot
among the Athenians. It was alfo fome fatisfaction to
them to hear of the calamities which their enemies fuf-
fered. For thofe who failed to Peloponnefus ravaged a
large tralt of country, and plundered and deftroyed a
great: number of villages and fmall towns. He like-
-wife in perfon invaded the Megarenfians, and laid wafte.
their whole territory (4). Though the Peloponnefians
fo much diftrefled the Athenians by land, yet as they
were themfelves equally diftrefled by fea, they would
foon have been tired out, and have put an end to the
war before it had been drawn out to fo great a length,
(as Pericles foretold from the beginning) had not fome
divine power interpofed to defeat the {chemes of human
prudence. For a peftilence broke out which confumed
the moft courageous and vigorous of the youth. And
it not only affetted their bodies but their minds, o
that they grew outrageous againft Pericles, like men
who in the delirium of a fever ftrike even their phyfi-
cian or their father: for the enemies of Pericles per-
fuaded the citizens that the diftemper- proceeded from
the multitude of country people who were crouded to-.

gether in the city, and obliged during the heat of fum-
mer

(4) Pericles was not fo impru- of autumn, when they were with-
dent as to leave the city while drawn. The truth of this appears
tlie Laced=emonians remained in from Thucydides, who exprefsly
Attica. Fe did not enter upon tells us that the Athenian fieet was

" this expedition till the beginning returned from Peloponnefus to
- . fEgina,
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mer to live alazy and inaCtive life confined in little clofe
tents and cabins, inftead of breathing the pure and o-
pen air to which they had been accuftomed. Of this,
-they faid, he was the caufe, who had in confequence of
that war which he himfelf had occafioned, poured in
fuch vaft numbers of ‘people from the country, whom
he kept unemployed, and penned up like cattle, to in-
fect and deftroy each other, without affording them
any intervals of relief and refrethment. -
Being defirous to remedy this calamity, and at the
fame time to annoy the enemy, he fitted out a fleet of
an- hundred and fifty (hips, on board of which he em-
barked a great number of ftout foldiers both horfe and
foot, So large an armament very much encouraged the
citizens, and no lefs terrified the enemy. Juft after
the men were all embarked, and Pericles himfelf was
- gone on board his own galley, there happened an. ecliple
_of the fun, This fudden darkunefs” was looked upon as
an unfavourable omen, and threw them all intoa great
confternation, Pericles obferving that the pilot was very
much terrified and perplexed, put his cloak before the
man’s face, and wrapping him up in it, afked him if
there was any thing terrible in ‘that, or if he thought it
portended any calamity. He anfwered, “No.” And what
““ difference,” faid he, “is there between this' dark-
“ nefs and the other, except that the eclipfe is caufed by
¢ fomething larger than a cloak ?” But the difcuflion of
thefe fubjects belongs to the {chools of philefophy.
‘Pericles in this expedition performed rothing fuitable
to the greatnefs of his preparations. He laid fiege to
the facred city of Epidaurus(5), but without fuccefs;
this was owing to a diftemper whichraged in his army, -
and not only deftroyed his foldiers, but a'l other per-
fons who upon any occafion came into the camp. This
unfuccefsful expedition highly incenfed the Athenians
: againft -
Agina, and that the foldiers on lapius who had a magnificent
board were fent to join the land temple there. Plutarch by the
army. epithet facred, diftinguithes it
(5) This Epidausus was in Ar- from another town of the fame

geia. It wasconfecrated to £fcu~ "name in Laconia.
(€) Accor

il
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againft Pericles, who endeawoured in vain to comfort and
pacify them; nothing could allay their refentment till
they had afferted their own power, and bya general fuf-
frage deprived him of the command, and impofed a fine
upon him; the fumaccording to the loweft account was
fifteen talents, according to the higheft fifty. Theaccu-
fation was managed by Cleon, as Idomeneus tells us;
but Theophraftus fays that Simmidas was the accufer, and
Heraclides of Pontus that it was Lacratidas. ‘

As to thefe misfortunes which he fuffered from the
publick, they were likely foon to have an end ; for the
people had, as it were, left their fting in the wound,
and their anger was fpent as foon as gratified. But his
domeftick afflittions were more fevere; he had loft
many of his friends and relations by the plague, and a
divifion had long fubfifted in his family. Xanthippus the
eldeft of his legitimate fons, who was himfelf of a pro-
digal difpofition, and who had married a young extra-
vagant wife, the daughter of Ifander the fon of Epilycus,
being extremely provoked at his father’s exact ceco-
nomy and the {canty allowance which he received from
him, fent to one-of his friends to borrow a fum of
money in the name of Pericles. When the man after-
wards demanded it, Pericles not only refufed to pay it,
but likewife brought an action againfthim. This fo en-
raged Xanthippus, that he began openly to abufe and
revile his father. Firft he turned into ridicule his con-
verfations at home, and the' difcourfes he held with the
fophifts; and faid that when Epitimius the Pharfalian had
undefienedly killed a horfe by throwing a dart at the
publick games, his father difputed for a whole day with
Protagoras, whether the dart, or the man who threw it,
or the perfons who directed the fports, ought according
to truth and reafon to be confidered as the caufe of this
accident, Befide this, as Stefimbrotus fays, he publickly
fpread a report of an infamous commerce between his
wife and Pericles; and he continued this implacable
hatred againft his father even to the end of his life.d_Hg

; ie

(6) According to Plutarch’s account at the beginning of ;l}e
e
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died of the plague. At the fame time Pericles alfo loft
his fifter and moft of his relations and friends who had
been of the greateft fervice to him in managing the
‘commonwealth, But he remained unfhaken inthe midft
of ' thefe misfortunes, and ftill preferved his wonted dig-
nity and ferenity of mind, He neither wept, nor perform-
ed any funeral rites, nor was he feen at the grave of any
of his neareft relations, till the death of Paralus his only
furviving legitimate fon. This at laft fubdued him; he
endeavoured indeed ftill to maintain his former cha-
racter, and to fhow the fame invincible firmnefs of
mind by which he had been always diftinguifhed ; but
as he was putting a wreath upon the head of the dead
body, not being able to fupport fo affecting a fight,
he (for the firft time in his whole life) burft into aloud
lamentation, .and (hed a flood of tears.

~ The people having made a trial of other Generals
and Orators, and finding that none of them had abi-
lities and authority equal to fo important a charge, re-
gretted the abfence of Pericles, and invited him to re-
fume his former power both in civil and military af-
fairs. He had then for fome time fhut himfelf up at
home to indulge his forrow ; and his f{pirits were quite
deprefled by the weight of his misfortuncs. But at
the perfuafion of Alcibiades and his other friends he
again appeared in publick ; and the people having ac-
knowledged their ingratitude to him, he ‘accepted the
government. As foon as he was appointed General he
procured a repeal of that law cencerning baftards of
which he himfelf had been the author; for if it had
continued in force, his name and family muft have be-
come utterly extin& for want of a fucceflor. The hi-
ftory of that Jaw is this. Many years before, when Pe-
ricles was in the height of his power, and had, as we
have already mentioned, fomme legitimate children, he
perfuaded the people to make a law that none fhould
be efteemed citizens of Athens but thofe whofe parents
were both Athenians (6). When the King of Egyptf fent
oy N eTe _ forty

life of LI'hemiﬁocleé, t‘l;is'la‘v was madé before the time of Pericles.
Vor 1L D (7) Xylander
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forty thoufand Medimni of wheat to be ‘diftributed -
mong the people of . Athens, many contefts and profecu-
tions arofe in confequence of this law ; for great num-
bers of thofe whom the law declared illegitimate, and
who had hitherto pafied unnoticed, were on this occafion
difcovered and profecuted ; and feveral befides were un-
juftly difgraced by means of falfe accufations. Near five
thoufand were fentenced as illegitimate and fold for
flaves (7). 'The number of thofe who upon examination
appeared to be true Athenians and entitled to the free-
dom of the city was fourteen thoufand and forty. Though
it was hard and unreafonable that a law which had been
put in execution with fuch feverity fhould be repeal

ed at the requeft of him who had firft propofed it, yet
the Athenians being touched with compaflion for the
domeftick misfortunes of Pericles, and thinking that
he had been fufficiently punifhed for his exceflive pride
and haughtinefs, and that humanity required them to
alleviate thefe cruel perfecutions of fortune by tender-
nefs and kind offices, allowed him to regifter his fon in
his own tribe and under his own name. This was he
who afterwards defeated the Peloponnefians in a fea-
fight at Ariginuf®, and was put to death by the peo-

ple together with his cellegues (8).

About this time Pericles was feized with the plague ;
it did not, however, operate with its ufual violence and
conftancy, but was rather a lingring dittemper which with
frequent intermiflions and by flow degrees wafted his
body and enfeebled his mind. Theophraftus in his E-
thicks, when heis confidering whether the charaters of
men may ‘be changed by their fortunes, and whether the
foul may be o affeCted by the diforders of the body as
to be deprived of its virtue, relates that Pericles thowed

to a friend who came to

(7) Xylander imagines that the
text is faulty in this place. For
this illegitimacy did not reduce
mento a ftate of fevvitude ; it on-
ly excluded them from the free-
dom of the city, and placed them

vifit him in his ficknefs,
an

in the rank of ftrangers.

(8) The Athenians had ap-
pointed ten commanders on that
occafion. After they had ob-
tained the viftory they were
tried, and fentence of death

was
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an amulet' which had been hung about his neck by
the women, intimating that he muft be fick indeed,

fince he fubmitted to fo ridiculous a fuperftition.
While he lay at the point of death his furviving friends
and the principal citizens, who were fitting round his
bed, difcourfed together concerning Ids extraordinary
virtue and the great authority which he had enjoyed,
and mentioned of his various exploits and the number
of his victories ; for while = was General of the Athe-
nians he had erected nine trophies for nine vitories
which he had obtained.  They imagined that he was
quite infenfible, and that he underftood nothing of their
converfation ; but he had liftened attentively to all that
had been faid; and on a fudden breaking filence he
told them that “ he wondered' they fhould extol thofe
¢ actions in which fortune had a confiderable fhare, and
“ which were fuch as had been performed by many other
¢“ commanders, and that they ‘fhould omit the beft and
¢ moft honourable part of his character, which was thatno
“ Athenian through his means had ever puton mourning,”
Such was Pericles; a man who merits our higheft
admiration, whether ‘we confider that lenity and mo-
deration of temper which he conftantly preferved amidft
all the difficulties of publick bufinefs and the violence
of party-contcntlons, or that real dignity of fentiment
which appeared in his efteeming this, among his va-
rious excellencies, to be the greateft, that though his
power was fo abfolute, he had never employed it to
gratify his envy or refentment, nor had ever behaved
to an enemy as:if he thought him irreconcileable. And
in my opinion, his kind and"difpaflionate nature, his
unblemifhed integrity and irreproachable conduét dur-
ing his whole adminiftration, are of themfelyes fuffi-
cient to juftify the appellanon of Olympius which was
beﬂowed

was pronounced againft. eight of
them, of whom fix. that were
upon the fpot were executed,

and this baftard fon of Pericles:

was one of them. The only

crime laid to their charge, was,
D2

that -they had not buried the
dead. Xenophon has given a large’
account of this tranfaction in his
Grecian biftory. The engage-
ment bappened under the archon=
fhip of Callm, the 2d year ;f

the
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beftowed upon him; for though he could not otherwife
have worn. that title without arrogance and abfurdity,
yet his virtue prevented it from being the object of en-
vy, and rendered it graceful and becoming.  For this
1s the ground of our veneration for the Gods; and we
judge them worthy to rule and direct the univerfe, be-
caufe they are the authors of good only and not of evil.
The poets indeed attempt to perplex and miflead us by
their vain and ridiculous :maginations; but they con-
fute themfelves; for though they defcribe the habi-
tation of the Gods as a place of perfect fecurity and re-
pofe, not difturbed by winds nor ‘obfcured by clouds,
but perpetually illuminated by a -pure light, and blef-
fed with uninterrupted ferenity, fuch an abode being
beft fuited to the nature of happy and immortal beings;
yet they reprefent the Gods themfelves, as agitated by
vexation, hatred, anger, and various other paffions un-
worthy even of a wife man. But thefe reflections are,
perhaps, more proper for fome other place.

" The ftate of publick affairs after the death of Pe-
ricles {oon convinced the Athenians of the greatnefs of
their lofs (g).  For thofe who during his life moft re-
pined at the fplendour of that power by which they
were themfelves darkened and eclipfed, as foon as he
was dead, and a trial had been made of other orators
and governors, acknowlegded that no man could like
him temper his pride with humanity and moderation,
or unite {0 ‘much dignity with fo much mildnefs and
patience. ~ And that high authority. which before had
expofed him to envy, and had been. reprefented as
equal to that of a King or-a-tyrant, appeared now- to
have been the fupport and prefervation of ‘the ftate ; fo
enormous was that, corruption and wickednefs which
afterwards overfpread the commonwealth, and which
during his adminiftration had been checked and fup-
prefled, and prevented from gaining fuch ftrength as
to become quite defperate and in€urable.

the 9ﬁ;d Olympiad, 24 Years af- * der. Periclesdied in the 3d year
ter the death of Pericles. of the Peloponaefian war, that is
(9) Thiswillappear in the lives  the laft year of the 87thOlympiad.
of Alcibiades, Nicias and Lyfan-" . &
S oy MRS 10 " FABIUS
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Pericles, ler us now proceed to the life of Fa-

E l AVING related the memorable aftions of

bius.

It is reported that Hercules falling in

love with a nymyh near the banks of the Tiber, or as
fome fay, with a woman of that country, had by her
the firft Fabius, (1) from whom is defcended the family
of the Fabii, one of the moft numerous, and powerful

in Rome (2).

{1) According to Dionyfius of
Halicarnaffus, Hercules had but
two cihldren in Italy, one named
Pelias, by a daughter of Evander,
and another called Latinus, by an
Hyperborean woman,whomhe had
brought with him into thofe parts.

According to fome they were firft called

Fodii,

(2) The moft numeroys, for that
family alone undertook the war
againft the Veientes, and feat ont
againft them 300 perfons all of
their own name, who were all
flain in the fervice. 1t was like-
wife the moft powerful, for it had

D3 enjoyed
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(3) Fodii, becaufe when they went a hunting they ufed
to catch their game in traps and pits, for to this day
theRomans call a pit Fovea, and Fodere fignifies “to dig;”
and in procefs of time by the change of two letters,
they came to be called Fabii. This family produced
many eminent men.  Fabius whofe life I am now
writing was the fourth in defcent from that (4) Fabius
Rullus, or Rutilianus, who firft brought the honourable
furname of Maximus into his family. ~ He likewife had
the name of Verucofus, from a wart on his upper lip;
and in his childhood they called him Ovicula (5) from
the mildnefs and gravity of his difpofition. His fe-
datenefs and taciturnity, his indifference to childifh
Tports and amufements, his flownefs and difficulty in
learning, and his eafy fubmiflive behaviour to his
equals, made thofe to whom he was not thoroughly
known, efteem him infenfible and ftupid ; a few only
could difcover that greatnefs of mind, that fteadinefs
and invincible courage which lay concealed under this
difadvantageous appearance. Butas {oon as heentered
upon publick employments; his hidden virtues difplayed
themfelves, 'Then it appeared to all that what had
pafled for timidity, was cautious prudence; and what
feemed nadtivity, indolence, and infenfibility was calm
refolution and inflexible conftancy.
Fabius confidering the difficulty of managing fo great
a commonwealth, and the many wars in which the Ro-
mans were engaged, inured his body to labour and ex- -
ercife, wifely judging that natural ftrength was the
beft armor: he alfo applied himfelf to the ftudy of
oratory,

enjoyed the higheft dignities in

the commonwealth. There were
fome of the Fabii, who had been
feven times conluls.

(3) Feftus faysthey were called
Fovii from Fovea. DBut why
fhould we not rather believe with
Pliny, that they were called Fabii,
4 Fabis, from their fkill in railing
beans ? as the Lentuli and Ciceros
were fo called from peafe and len~
tils, ““jam Fabicrum, Lentujorum,

¢ Ciceronum, .ut quifque aliquod
* optime genus fereret.” lib. 18,
cap.3. This agrees with the funpli-
city of thofe times, when agricul-
ture was the principal occupation
of a hero.

(4) This Fabius was five times
conful, and obtained feveral im-
portant viQories over the Sam-
pites, Tufcans and other nations.
But it was not thofe memorable
actions that procured him the

- furname
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oratory, looking upon words as the engines by which
the minds of the people are to be moved. And he at-
tained to fuch a kind of eloquence, that his manner of
fpeaking and of acting was perfecily the fame: for in
his {peeches there were no nice refinements nor affect-
ed and oftentatious ornaments ; but they were always
grave, fententious, and full of folid inftruction ; and are
faid to have much refembled thofe of Thucydides. We
have yet extant his funeral oration upon the death of
his fon, who died conful, which he recited before the
people. :

He was five times conful, and in his firft confulthip
had the honour of a triumph for the victory he gained
over the Ligurians, who being defeated with great lofs
were forced to take fhelter in the Alps, from whence
they never after made any inrode nor depredations
upon their neighbours. After this Hannjbal came into
Italy, (6) and having at his firft entrance gained a great
battle near the river Trebia, traverfed all Tufcany with
his viGtorious army, and laying wafte the .country
round about, filled Rome itfelf with aftonifhment and
terror, At the fame time many omens were obferved,
fome of which were common and familiar to the Ro-
mans, as thunder and lightning; others Wwere very
ftrange-and unaccountable. For it was faid, that fome
targets fweated bloed ; that at Antium, when they reaped
their corn, many of the ears’ were filled with blood;
that red-hot ftones dropped from the clouds; that the
Falerians had feen the heavens open, () and. f{everal
billets falling down, in one of which was plainly writ-

: tes,

furname of Maximus, which 'was of fifteen years; for Hannibal en-

given him, becaufe when he was
cenfor he reduced the whole popu-
dace of Romeinto four tribes, who
before were difperfed among ail
the tribes in general, and thus
bad very great power in the aifem-
blies, Thefe tribes were called
Tribus urbanz. Liv. ix. 46.

(s) Ovicula fignifies 2 little
fheep.

{ ) Here Plutarch leayes a void

tered into ltaly under the confu-
late of Scipio and Sempronius, the
third year of the t4oth Olym-
piad, the g3 5th of Rome, and 216
before the commencement of the
Chriftian- Ara.

(7) It feems to me thatPlutarch
mifunderftood Livy, who mentions
two different prodigies. Thefe are
his words, Lib. XXII. ¢ Faleriis
¢ Ceelum findi vifum velut riag-

D4 “ no
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ten, Now Mars himfelf brandithes his arms. But thefe
prodigies had no effet upon the impetuous and fiery
temper of the conful Flaminius, whofe natural vehe-
mence had been much heightned by his late victory
over the Gauls, which he obtained contrary to all pro-
bability, having engaged them in oppofition to the
order of the fenate and the advice of his collegue. But
though Fabius did not much regard thefe prodigies
which fo affeCted the minds of the multitude, looking
on them as too abfurd to be'believed, (8) yet know-
ing that their enemies were few in number and in great
want of money, he advifed the Romans to wait pati-
ently, and not rifk an engagement with a General

whofe army was well difciplined, and inured to war by

* no Hiatu, quaque patuerit, in-
¢ gens Lumen effulfiffe ; Sortes
“ fud (ponte attcnuatas, unamque
« excidiffe ita fcriptam, Mavors
¢ telum fuum concutit. At Fale-
¢ rium the fky was feen to open,
¢ and from the void fpace ftream-
“ edagreat body of light. The lots
¢¢ thrunk of their own accord, and
“one of them dropped down,
¢ whercon was written, Mars
“ brandifheth his fword” Out of
thefe two prodigies Plutarch has
made but one. ‘Thefe lots did not
drop out of the fky. Livy fpeaks
of the lots which were carefully
preferved in an olive cheft at Pra-
nefte. They appeared fhrunk or
leffened, which of itfelf was omi-
nous, and cone of them dropped
down, on which was found the
infcription mentioned.

Cicero in his fecond book on
divination has given an account of
the nature of thefe lots, and the
manner of divination by them. He
fays, that in the archives of Prz-
nefle it was written, that one of
the moft confiderable men in the
city, named Numerins Suffucius,
was directed by feveral dreams,
to0 go, and break open a flone

many

which ftood ina certain place;
that he accordingly went, and
when he had done as he had been
commanded, feveral bits of oak
handfomely wrought iilued out of
the ftone, with fome ancient cha-
raGers infcribed upon them ; that
they were immediately depofited
in an olive coffer ; that when
any one came to confult them
the coffer was:opened, and a
child having firft {haken them to-
gether, drew out one from the
reft, which contained the anfwer
to the querift’sdemand. But what
are we to underftand from thefe

.words in Livy, Sortes extenuatz;

which was looked upon as an ill
omen ? Probably there were two
fets of thefe lots, one large and
the other f{mall, and the prieits
contrived that one or the other
fhould be drawn jult as they
thought it for their purpofe, to
encourage or intimidate thofe who
cane -to confult them. For in
prodigies, dreams. and vifions, if
any thing appeared larger than
its ufual fize, the omen was
elteemed favourable; if {maller,
the contrary. Cicero adds that
thefe Tots were very much difgre-

dited
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many battles which they had fought under his com-
mand ; and. told them that if they would only take
care to fend fuccours to their allies, and fecure the
cities which were in their pofleffion, the vigour- of the
enemy would foon expire of itfelf, like a flame for want
of fuel. Thefe reafons however-did not prevail with
Flaminius, who protefted he would not fuffer the enemy
to advance, nor would he be reduced, as Camillus for-
merly was, to fight for Rome within the walls of Rome.
Accordingly he ordered the tribunes to draw out the
army into the field. As foon as he mounted his horfe,
the beaft without any apparent caufe, took fright and
caft his rider headlong on the ground (g). Notwith-
ftanding this, be perfifted .in his firft refolution of
L% ‘marching
dited in his time ; that no body ¢ Deosnec homines confulentem.”
made ufe of them, nor was the DBut I queftion whether Plutarch’
name of the Przneftine lots known had the fame reafon to fay it .of
but by the common people, who Fabius, at lealt [ have not met:
are always tenacious of their fu- ' with any thing that couldgive one
perftitions. However, itappears fuch an idea of him. He was too
from a remarkable paffage in Su- prudent to oppofe or contemn the
etonius, that they got into vogue reigning religion, from regard to
again in the reign of Tiberius ; for which the fenate had been in-.
he tells us that that emperor hav- duced to order that thofe prodi-
ing a defign to ruin all'the Ora- gies fhould be expiated by facri-
cles in the neighbourhood of fices, by publick prayers and of-
Rome, was deterred from it by ferings. If Fabius was not moved
the majefty of thofe Prznefltine by thefe prodigies, it was not be-.
lots ; for that having caufed the caufe he defpifed them, but be-
coffer clofe fhut, and fealed, to be caufe he hoped by appeafing the
brought to him, upon opening it anger of the Gods, to render:
there was not one lot to be feen them ineffe€tual ; and accordingly
in it, but fo foon as it was re- heomitted nothing requifite there-
ftored to the temiple they wereall | to, as we fhall fee in the fe-
found in it as ufual. Prznefte was quel.
not the only place where thefe (9) This fall from his horfe, -
lots were to be found ; they had which was looked upon as omi-
them at Antium, at Tibur, and nous, was followed by fomething
other places. elfe, which was underftood to be
(8) Had this been faid of Fla- altogether as unfavourable. When
minius it would have been no the enfign attempted to pull _his
more than he deferved ; for Livy ftandard out of the groundin or-
tells us that he feared not the der'to march, he had not firength
Gods, ““ necDeorum fatis metuens  enough to draw it up. But where
¢ erat” and that he neither took" is thewonder, fays Cicero, to have
the advice of Gods ormen, “nec  a horfe take fright, er to find a
ftandard-
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maiching to meet Hannibal, and drew up his army near
the lake Trafimena in Tufcany. During the engagement,
there happened fo great an earthquake that it deftroyed
feveral towns, altered the courfe of rivers, and tore off
the tops of mountains; yet none of the combatants
were f{enfible of this violent agitation. In this battle
Flaminius fell, having given many proofs of his
ftrength and courage, and round about him lay all the
braveft of the army ; the reft were put to flight and
great flaughter was made of them. In the whole, fif-
teen thoufand were killed, and as many taken pri-
foners (1). Hannibal being defirous to beftow funeral
honours upon the body of Flaminius, on account of his
bravery, made diligent fearch after 1t, but could not
find it; nor was 1t-ever known what became of it.
When the former defeat happened near Trebia, neither
the General who wrote, nor the meflenger who told
the news, related it otherwife than as a battle in which
the lofs was equal on both fides: but now, as foon
as Pomponius the prator had the intelligence, he caufed
the people to affemble, and without difguifing the
matter, told them plainly, “ We are defeated (O Romans )
“ our army is deftroyed, the conful Flaminius is killed ;
< think therefore what is to be done for your fafety.” The
fame commotion which a furious wind caufes in-the oce-
an, did thefe words of the prator raife in the minds of
that great “multitude. In their fiift confternation they
were at a lofs what to determine, but foon united in
the refolution of chufing a Ditator, the prefent exi-
gence requiring that abfolute power fhould be lodged
i the hands cf fome one man who would exercife it
with fteadinefs and intrepidity. * (2) Their choice una-
nimoufly fell upon Fabius, whofe gravity of manners
and undaunted courage rendered him equal to the
greatnefs of the command ; and who was then of an
: age
ftandard-bearer, who perhaps was (1) Livy and Valerius Maximus
unwilling to march, feebly en- mention only 6ooo prifoners.
deavouring to draw up the ftand- (2) None but the Confuls had
ard which he had purpofely firuck the power of naming a Di&ta-

deep into the ground ? tor, and as Servilius was at the
army,

~
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age in which valour was tempered by prudence, and’
in which the body was in full vigour for executing the
purpofes of the mind. Fabius having entered upon the
office of Dictator, in the firft place gave the command
of the horfe to Lucius Minucius (3) ; and next he afked
leave of the fenate for himfelf, that in ume of battle
he might ferve on horfeback.” which by an ancient
law amongft the Romans was forbid to their Generals;
whether it were, that placing their greateft ftrength in
their foot, they would have their commanders in chief
pofted amongft them; or whether they defigned to thow
that the Dictator, though he was uncontrouled in all
other refpects, yet in this was dependent on the people.
Fabius to make the authority of his charge more awful,
and to render the people more fubmiffive and obedient
to him, ‘caufed himfelf to be accompanied with four
and twenty li¢tors; and when the conful came to vifit
him, he fent him word, that he fhould difmifs his lic- -
tors with their fafces, and, laying afide all enfigns of
authority, appear before him only as a private perfon.
He began his di¢tatorfhip in the beft manner poffible,
by publick acts of devotion to the Gods, and affured the
‘people, that their late overthrow was not owing to want
of courage in the foldiers, but to the neglect of religious
ceremontes in the general.  He therefore exhorted them
not to fear the enemy, but by extraordinary honours
to appeafe the Gods. ‘This he did, not to fill their
minds with fuperftition, but only to raife their courage
and abate their fear of the enemy, by making them be-'
lieve, that heaven was on their fide.  For this purpofe
they confulted thofe myfterious and valuable writings
called the Sibylline books ; and it is faid there were found
fome prophecies in them which perfectly agreed with
the circumftances of that time; but whoever looked
into them, was obliged to keep fecret what he dif-
> covered

army, and his collegue Flaminius {cendants obtained 'the privilege
flain, the people named Fabius of putting Di€tator inftead of Pro-
Proditator ; and we are told by di€atorin the lift of his titles.
Livy, that in confideration of the * (3) Polybius and Livy eall him
merits of this great man, bisde- Marcus Minucius,

(4) This
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covered there.  After this he aflembled the people, and
made a (4) vow before them to offer in facrifice the
whole produce of thz: next feafon through all Italy, of
the cows, goats, fwine, fheep, both in the mountains
and the plains: and the more to folemnize this great
vow, he commanded the fum of 333000 Sefterces, and
333 Denarii, and one third of a Denarius, to be expended
upon feftival games in honour of the Gods: (which in
our Greek money amounts to 83,583 Drachmas, and
two Oboli.) What his reafon might be for fixing upon
that precife number is not eafy to determine, unlefs it
were (5) on account of the perfestion of the number
Three, as being the firft of odd numbers, the firft of
plurals, and containing in itfelf the firft differences, and
the elements of all numbers.

By thefe alts of religion, Fabius infpired the people
with better hopes. But he placed his whole confidence
in himfelf, believing that the Gods beftowed victory
and good fortune only upon the valiant and the pru-
dent. 'Thus prepared, he marched againft Hannibal,
not with intention to come to an engagement, but by
length of time to exhauft the fpirit and vigour of the:
enemy, and gradually to diftrefs and weaken them, by
properly improving his fuperiority over them in num-
ber of men and plenty of money. With this defign he
always encamped on the higheft groucnds, where their
horfe could have no accefs. ~ He carefully obferved the
motions -of Hannibal’s army ; when they marched he
followed them; when they encamped he did the fame,

.. always

(4) This vow was called * Ver
Sacrum,” and whoever made itob-
liged himfelf ro confecrate to the
Gods all the cattle which thould
be produced between the firft .of
March and the firft of May. A-
mong fome nations of Italy, the
children who-were born during
that period were likewife included
in the vow ; not that they facri-
ficed them like otlier animals;
but as foon as they were grown

up, they drove them out of their
country and obliged them to feek
a habitation elfewhere.

(:) The Pythagoreans and Pla-
tonics held the number three to be
perfedt for feveral reafons which
it would be tedious here to men-
tion. One not being a number,
three is therefore the firft of odd
numbers. It is the firft of plurals,
for the Greeks did not call two a
plural number but a dual. What

. y Plutarch

’
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always keeping upon the hills, and at fuch a diftance as
not to be compelled to an engagement (6), by ‘which
means he gave them no reft,” but kept ‘them in a con-
tinual alarm. g :

But this dilatory method gave occafion both at Rome,
and even in his own camp, to fulpect his want of cou-
rage; and this opinion prevailed alfo in Hannibal’s
army, who was himlelf the only man who was not de-
ceived,-and who clearly faw the defign of the enemy.
He determined therefore to try all means to bring Fabius
to an engagement, without which the ruin of the Car-
thaginians was inevitable ; for they were now prevented
from making any advantage of their fuperiority in
arms, and with regard to money ard number. of men,
in both which they were already inferior to the Romans,
they were growing weaker every day. For this pur-
pole he practifed every art and ftratagem to oblige Fa-
bius to change his meafures; like a fkilful wreftler who
watches every opportunity to lay hold of his adverfary.
Sometimes he advanced, and alarmed him- with the ap-
prehenfion of an attack ; fometimes retiring to a dif-
tance, and marching from place to place, he led him
up and down the country. But all tlus artifice had no
effe¢t upon the firmnefs and conftancy of the Diétator,
who was fully perfuaded of the goodnefs of his plan.,
He was however made very uneafy. by the impatience
and unfeafonable courage of Minucius his General of
the horfe, who.by continually haranguing the foldiers,
infpired them with a furious eagernefs for battle, and

Tavain

Plutarch further adds concerning
the properties of this number
feems lefs eafy to explain.”

(6) The chief advantage which
the troops of Hannibal had over
thofe of Fabius was that vigour

and hardinefs with which their:

frequent viGories had “infpired
them. Befides, they were fupe-

rior to-the Romans in horfe : but

then the Romans had feveral ad-
vantages over Hannibal, which be-

ing well improved would neceffa-
rily precure them the vitory.
They raifed recruits with great
eafe, and were plentifully fupplied
with all forts of anununition and

, provifion, fo that being in want of

nothing, they were nat obliged to
go out of their camp, where Fa-
bius kept them clofe, watching all
opportunities of falling upon the
Carthaginiaps, who frequently fo-
raged up to his very intrench-
: ments,
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a vain confidence of fuccefs; fo that they derided and
infulted Fabius, calling him the (7) Pedagogue of Han-
nibal, and at the fame time extolled Minucius as a brave
man and worthy to be a Roman General. This raifed
his vanity and prefumption to fuch a pitch, that he in-
folently rallied Fabius’s encampments upon the moun-
tains, faying, that he lodged his men there, as on 2
theatre, to behold the flames and defolation of their
country. And he would fometimes afk the friends of
Fabius, whether it were not his meaning by leading
them from mountain to mountain, to carry them
at laft (having no hopes on earth) up into heaven,
and hide them in the clouds from Hannibal’s army ?
When his friends related thefe things to the Dicator,
and perfuaded him ‘to avoid the general obloquy by
engaging the enemy ; his anfwer was, “I fhould be more
“ timorous than they reprefent me if I fhould quit my
¢ purpofe through the fear of reproach and ridieule. It
/ “ 1s no inglorious thing to fear for the fafety of our coun-
¢ try.. That man is unworthy of fuch a command as this,
¢ who is intimidated by calumny, and who makes him-
“ felf the flaveof thofe whom he ought to govern, and

< whofe folly and rafhnefs it is his duty to reftrain.”
Sometime after this Hannibal committed a great mif-
take. For being defirous to remove to a greater dif-
tance from Fabius, and to encamp in a place more con-
venient for forage, he drew off his army, and ordered
his guides to conduét him to (8) Cafinum. They mif-
underftanding him on aceount of his bad pronunciation
of the Latin tongue, led him and hisarmy to the borders
of Campania, and the town Cafilinum, through the middle
of which the river Vulturnus runs. "The adjacent coun-
try is entirely furrounded with hills, except that there
is an opening towards the fea; and on that fide the
valley extends. quite to the coaft. Near the fea the
ground is very marfthy, and in many places covered
with large banks of fand, occafioned by the overflow-
ing

ments, fo that never aday paffed weakened the enemy and heart-

wherein fome of them were not ened his own foldiers.

cut off ; by which means he  (7) For the office of a Peda-
gogue,
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ing of the river. Thefea is there very rough, ard the
coaft dangerous for fhips. As foon as Hannibal was
entered into this valley, Fabius being well acquainted
with the way, led his army round by another road, and
difpatched four thoufand men to ftop up the entrance;
the reft of his army he pofted upon the neighbouring
hills, in the moft advantageous places: but at the
fame time he detached a party of his beft light-armed
troops to fall upon Hannibal’s rear; which they did
with fuch fuccefs, that they cut off eight hundred of
them, and put the whole army into diiorder. Hanni-
bal, finding his error, and the danger he was fallen into,
immediately crucified the guides; but his enemies were
{o advantageoufly pofted, that there were no h'opes‘of
breaking through them, and his' foldiers began- to de-
{pair of ever coming out of thofe ftraits,

Thus reduced, Hannibal had recourfe to this ftrata-
gem; he caufed two thoufand oxen, which he had in
his camp, to have torches and dry bavens well faftened
to their horns ; thefe being lighted upon a fignal given
at the beginning of the night, the beafts were driven
up the hills near that narrow pafs which was guarded
by the enemy. While thofe to whom the execution of
the order was committed were thus employed, he with
the reft of his army marched leifurely on. The oxen
at firft kept a flow pace, and greatly furprized the
fhepherds and herdfmen on the adjacent hills, as they
appeared like an army marching in order with lighted
torches. But when the fire had burnt down the horns
of the beafts to the quick, they no longer kept their
order, but unruly with their pain, they ran difperfed
about, tofling their heads, fetting each otheron fire, and
fcattering the flames around them, which canght the
buthes through which they ran. This wasa furprizing
fpectacle to the Romans, efpecially to thofe who guarded
the paffages, who being at fome diftance from the main
body, and feeing the fire on a fudden difperfing itfelf

. on
gogue, as the name implies, was them home again. ,
to follow the children, to carry {8) It was not only for the fake

them up and down, and condu@ of forage that Hannibal defired to
A . galf!
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on every fide, as if the enemy had defigned to furround
them, in great terror quitted their poft, and retired
with precipitation to their- camp on the hills. They
were no fooner gone, but a ‘body of Hannibal’s light-
armed men, according to his order, immediately {eized
‘the paflages ; and foan after- the whole army, with all
the baggage came up, and fafely marched through.
Fabius, before the night was over, difcovered the ftra-
tagem ; for fome of the beafts fell into the hands of his
men ; but for fearof an ambufh in the dark, he kept
. his men all night to their arms in the camp: and as
foon as it was day, he charged the rear of the enemy in
the narrow pafs, and put them into great diforder ; but
Hannibal fpeedily detached from his van a body of Spa-
niards, who were light and nimble men, and ufed to climb
mountains ; thefe brifkly attacked the Roman troops,
who were.in heavy armour, killed many of them and
obliged Fabius to retire. This action brought great
dlfgrace upon the Dictator : the Romans faid, it was
now manifeft, that he was not only inferior to his ad-
werfary as they always thought) in courage, but even in
what he moft pretended to, conductand prudence.
Hannibal to inflame their hatred againft him ftill
. more, marched with his army clofe to the lands and
pofleflions of Fabius ;- and then giving-orders to his
foldiers to burn and deftroy all the country about, he
forbad them todo the leaft damage in the territories of
the Roman General, and placed guards for their fecu-
rity.  Thefe things bemg reported at Rome, had that
effet with the people which Hannibal defired. Their
tribupes inveighed loudly againft him, chiefly at the
inftigation of Metilius, who not fo much out of hatred
to him, as out of friendfhip to Minucius, whofe kinfman
he was, thought by deprefling Fabius to raife his friend.
The fenate was allo offended with him for the bargain
he had made-with Hannibal about the exchange of pri-

foners, of whlch the conditions were, that after the

& exchange

gam the plains of Cafinum ; his would have been the cafe if he
main drift wasto prevent Fablus could havefecured that poft.
from fuccouring his allies, which

(9) Others
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exchange made of man for man, if any ‘on ‘either fide
rem'med they fhould be redeemed at the price of two
‘hundred and fifty Drachmas each; and apon the whole
account there remained two hundred and forty Romans
unexchanged. © The fenate not only refufed to allow
money for the ranfoms, but alfo reproached Fabius as
acting condary to the "honour and intereft of the com-
monwealth, in redeeming thofe men at fo dear a rate,
whofe cowardice had betra}ed them into the hands of
the enemy. . Fabius heard and endured all this with in-
vincible patience : but having no money with him, and
on the other fide bzing refolved to keep his word with
Hanmbal, and not to fu‘Ter his fellow-citizens to remain
in captivity, he difpatched his fon to Rome, with orders
to fell us lands, and to bring with him the price, fufficient
to difcharge the ranfoms. ' This was puntually perform-
ed by his fon, and accordmgly the prifoners were deli-
vered to him ; many of whom afterwards offered to re-
pay the money, but Fabius would not accept it.
About this time Fabitis was called to Rome by the
priefts, to afift at fome of the folemn facrifices ; where-
by he was forced to leave the commard of the army with -
,Minucius : but before he parted, he not only command-
ed him"as Dictator, but likewile earneftly intreated him
not to come to a battle with Hannibal. His com-
mands, his entreaties, and his advice were loft upon
Mmucms for he was no fooner gone, but the new
General 1mmpd1atelv fought all occafions to fight the
enemy. Oblerving one day, that Hannibal had fent out
a great party of lus army to forage, he fell upon thefe
who were left behind, killed a great numb\_r and advanc-
ed to their very trenches fo that they feared he would
even ftorm their camp ; and when the reft of Hannibal’s
men returned, he (9) ‘without any lofs made s retreat.
‘I'his fuceefs much increafed the prefumption of Mimuci-
us, and the ardour of the foldiers. The news was imme-
diately carried to Rome ; and Fabius as {oon as he heard
it, faid, “That hedreaded nothing more than the _fuccefs
“or
(9) Others fay that he loft five enemy’s lofs did not; exceed his
thoutand of his men, and that the by more than a thoufand. .
m, IL E () He

\
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¢ of Minucius.” But the people mad with joy, ran into
the Forum ; and Metilius, their tribune, made an oration
to them, in which he highly extolled Minucius, and accu-
fed Fabius both of cowardice and treachery ; nay he char-
ged not only him, but alfo many others of the moft emi-
nentmen in Rome with ¢ having been the occafion of bring-
“ing the war into ltaly, and defigning thereby'to opprets
“ and enflave the people ; for which end they had put the
“ fupreme authority into the hands of a fingle perfon, who
“ by his dilatory proceedings gave leifure to Hannibal
¢ to eftablith himfelf i Italy, and the Carthaginians time
< and opportunity to fupply him with freth fuccours in or-
“ der toa total congueft.” At this Fabius ftept forth, but
difdained to make any reply to his accufations ; he only
bid them “ finifh the facrifices and ceremonies as foon as
« poflible, that fo he might fpeedily return to the army, to
« punifh Minucius, who had prefumed to fight contrary
 to his orders.” Thefe words caufed a great tumult a-
mong the people, who imagined that Minucius ftood in
danger of his life : for it was in the power of the Di¢ta-
tor to imprifon, and to put to death without any trial ;

and they feared that Fabius, though naturally of a mild
temper, yet when once provoked would not eafily be ap-
peafed. However no one dared to oppofe the Dictator
except Metilius, whofe office of- tribune gave him liber-
ty to fay what he pleafed; for in the time of a Dictator
that magiftrate only preferves his authority. He thiere-
fore boldly applied himfelf to the people, and intreated
‘them not to abandon Minucius, nor fuffer him to be de-
ftroyed, like the fon of Manlius Torquatus, who was
beheaded by his father, becaufe he had gained avr&ory

Then he exhorted them to take away from Fabius that

-abfolute power of a Diftator, and entruft it to one whe
was more able and willing to employ it for the general
fafety. 'This difcourfe made a ftrong impreffion on the
people. They would not however venture wholly to
deprive Fabius of his authority, notwithftanding the dif-
grace he had incarred ; but they decreed, that Minu-
cius fhould havean equal authority with the Ditator in
_the army ; which was a thing then without precedent ;

; thouoh

’,
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though not long after it was alfo practifed upon the o-
verthrow at Cannz, when the Dictator Marcus Junius
being with the army, they chofe at Rome Fabius Buteo
Dictator, that he might create new fenators to fupply
the places of thofe who were killed. But thére was
this difference in the two cafes, that Buteo had no {oén-
er filled the vacant places in the fenate than he difmifl~
ed his Lic¢tors with their Falces, and all his attendants,
and mingling himfelf like a common perfon with the
reft of the people; he quietly went about his own affairs.
The enemies of Fabius thought they had fufficiently
affronted and humbled him by raifing Minucius to be
his equal in authority ; but they miftook the temper of
thé man, who did not look upon their madnéfs as any
reproach to him. For as Diogenes when he was told,
that fome perfons derided him, made anfwer, “But I
“am not derided ;” meaning that they only were ridi-
culous who fuffered themfelves to be made unealy by
derifion ; thus Fabius, with great lenity and unconcern-
ednefs, fubmitted to this mad vote of the people, and
proved the truth of the opinion of thofe philofophers who
maintain that a wife and good man can never be really
affronted and difgraced. However he was extremely
concerned, for the fake of the publick, that fuch a pow-
er thould be lodged in the hands of a man of fo haugh-
ty and impetuous a temper: and left the rafhnefs of
Minucius fhould prompt him to run headlong upon fome
dangerous enterprize, with all privacy and {peed he re-
turned back to the army; whcre he found Minucius
{o elated with his new dignity, that a joint authority not
contenting him, he requiréd by turns to have the com-
mand of the army every other day. This propofal Fabius
rejefted, and thought it lefs dangerous that the army
fhou'd be divided, and each General fhould command
his part. - The firft and fourth legion hé took for his
own divifion, the fecond and third he delivered to Minu-
cius; fo alfo of the auxillary forces each had an equal
fhare. : Pl
Minucius thus exalted, could not contain himfelf
from boafting, that out of regard- to him the people
E 2 had
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had humbled the pride of the diGtatorial power, To this
Fabius replied, ¢ Confider Mirucius, it is- Hannibal, and
¢ not Fabius, whom you are to combat; but if you muft
“ needs contend with your collegue, letit be by fhowing
“ that he who has been honoured and favoured by the peo-
“ ple is not lefs concerned for their welfare than he who
“ has been ill treated and difgraced by them.” Minucius
looked upon this as the 1a1]lery of an old man ; and imme-
diately removed with his part of the army, and encamp-
ed by himfelf. Hannibal, who watched every advantage,
was not ignorant of what pafled. Ithappened, that be-
tween his army, and that of the Romans, there was a
certain eminence which feemed a very advantageous poft
to encamp upon ; a large plain was extended round it,
which appeared to be all level and even; and yet there
-were a great many ditches and hollows i in it, not difcer-
nible at a diftance. Hannibal, had he p}eafed, could eafi-
ly have poflefled himfelf of this ground; but he referved
it for a bait, to draw the Romans to anengagement. As
foon as he faw that Minucius and Fabius were divided, he
-in the night-time lodged a convenient number of his men
in thofe ditches and hollow places, and early in the morn-.
ing he fent a fmall detachment, who in the fight of the e-
_nemy were to feize that poft, hoping by this means to
tempt Minucius to difpute the poffeflion of it with him.
According to his_expetation, Minucius firft fent out a
party of light-armed troops, and after them fome horfe ;
and at laft, when he faw Hannibal in perfon advancmrx
to the affiftance of his men, he marched with his whole
army drawn up, and vigoroufly attacked thofe who were
ftationed upon the r:ﬁng oround. The combat for fome
time was equal ; but as foon as Hannibal perceived that
the whole army 'of the Romans was now fufficiently ad-
vanced within the toils he had fet for them, fo that their
backs were open to his men whom he had- pofted in thofe
low places, he inftantly gave the fignal; upon which
they rufhed forth, and funouﬂy attacked Minucius in the
rear, where they made great flaughter. 'This occafioned
inexpreflible confufion and terror in the Roman army,
and damped even the fpmt of Minucius. He looked round
s , A NGE O upon
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upon his officers one after another, and 2w that none of
them could maintain their ground, but all betook them-
{elves to flight; yet in this there was no fafety; for the
vi€torious Numidians fpread themfelves every way; and -
cutto pieces all wlom they found fcattered about the plain.
Fabius was not"ignorant of this danger of his country-
men: he forefeeing what would happen kept his men to
their arms, in a readinefs to wait the event ; nor 'would he
truft to the reports of others, but he himfelffrom anemi-
nence near his camp viewed all that paffed. When there-
fore he faw the army of Minucius encompafled by the
enemy, and heard founds not refembling the thouts of
foldiers engaged in battle, but like the cries of men over-
powered and put to flight, with a deep groan, ftrikisg his
hand upon his thigh, he faid to thefe about him, * O
¢ Heavens! how much fooner than I expected, and yet
¢ how much later than he would fain have done, has Mi-
“ nucius deftroyed himfelf!”” He then commanded the
enfigns to march, and the army to follow him, calling .
aloud to them, “ Now let every one who remembers
“ Minucius make hafte to his afliftance, -He is a brave
“ man, and a lover of his country ; and if he has been to6é
“ forward to engage the enemy, we will tell him of ‘it
- ¢ hereafter.” Thus at the head of his men Fabius march-
ed up to the enemy; and in the firft place he cleared the -
plains of thofe Numidians, and next he fell upon thofe
who were charging the Romans in the rear, and cut to
pieces all who made any refiftance ; the reft faved them-
felves by flight, fearing left they fhould be environed as
the Romans had -been. Hannibal fecing fo fudden a
change of affairs, and Fabius with a {orce beyond his
age opening his way through the ranks that he might,
join Minucius, founded a retreat, and drew off his men
into their camp. The Romans on their part were no
lefs contented to*retire in fafety. It is reported that
upon this oceafion Hannibal pleafantly faid to his friends
“ Did not I tell you that this cloud which hovered upon
“ the mountains, would at fome time or other come
“ down with a florm upon us?”’ Fabius, after his men
had ftripped the dead bodies of the enemies retired
E g3 to
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to his own camp, without faying any harfh or reproach-
ful thing concerning his collegue ; who alfo on his part
gathering his army together, in this manner delivered
himfelf to them: “ Fellow-foldiers; never to err in the
“ management of great affairs is above the force of hu-
“ man nature; but to improve by the faults we have
¢ committed is what becomes a good and a prudent man.
¢ Some reafons I may have to accufe fortune, but I have
“ many more to thank her: forin'a few hours fhe has
“ taught me what I never learned before, that I am not
“ fit to command others, but have need of another to
“ command me ; and that we are not to contend for 3z
“ yiftory over thofe to whom it is our advantage to
“ yield, Therefore for the future the Dictator muft be
¢ your commanger.; I will however ftill be your leader in
“fhowing you an example of gratitude, and in being al-
“ ways the firft to obey his orders.” Having faid this, he
commanded the ftandard-bearers to march forward, and
all his men to follow him into the camp of Fabius. As foon
as he entered the camp, he marched directly towards the
Diéator’s tent, the whole army in the mean time won-
dering what his defign was. When Fabius came out to
meet him, Minucius fixed his ftandards before him, falu-
ting him with aloud voiceby the name of Father ; and his
foldiers called thofe of Fabius their Patrons, an appellation
given by flaves who are made free to thofe to whom they
owe their liberty. . As foon as there was filence in the ar-
my, Minucius thus addreffed the Dictator: “ You have
¢ this day, Fabius, obtained a double victory; one by
¢ your valour over your enemies, and another over your
“ collegue by your prudence and humanity ; by the one
¢ you have preferved us, by the other you have inftructed
“ us; and Hannibal’s victory over us is not more difgrace-
¢ ful than yours is honourable and falutary to us. I call you
¢ Father, becaufe I know no title more honourable ; but I
“ am more obliged to you than to my father; to him Iam

“ only

(1) He was the fon of a but- of puthing bis fortune, and ap-
cher, and had ferved under his plied himfelf to the bar. He
father in that trade ; but being knew fo well how to infinuate
become wealthy, he was defirous  himfelf into the good opinion of

the
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« only obliged for my own life, to you for my own and the
“ lives of all thefe here prefent.” After this, hie threw him-
felfinto the arms of the Dictator ; and in the fame manner
the foldiers of each army embraced one another with

every expreflion of tendernefs, and with tears of joy.
Not long after Fabius laid down the Diatorfhip,
and new confuls were created. Thofe, who immedi-
ately fucceeded, obferved the famemethod in managing
the war, and avoided all occafions of fighting. Hannibal
in a pitched battle; they only fuccoured their allies;
and prevented their towns from revolting to the enemy.
But afterwards, when Terentius Varro (1) (a man of ob-
{cure birth, but very popular and bold) had obtained
the Confulthip, he foon made it appear, that by his
rathnefs and ignorance, he would expofe the common~
wealth to the utmoft hazard: for it was his cuftom te
declaim in all aflfemblies, that as long as the counfels
of Fabiusprevailed in Rome, there would never be an
end of the war; and he boafted, that whenever he
fhould get fight of the enemy, he would free [taly from
thearms of ftrangers. With thefe promifes he fo pre-
vailed with the credulous multitude, that' he raifed a
greater army than had ever yet been fent out of Rome.,
There were lifted 88,000 men.. But that which gave
confidence to the populace, very much terrified and de-
jected the wife and experienced, and none mote than
Fabius : for if fo great a body, and the flower of the
Roman youth, fhould be cutoff, they could not fee any
refource for the fafety of Rome. Wherefore they ad-
drefled themfelves to theother Conful, Paulus Amilius,
a man of great experience in war, but not agreeable to-
the common people, and one that ftood in fear of them,
hecaufe they had formerly fet a fine upon him. Him-
they encouraged to withftand the temerity of his col-
legue, telling him, that if he would ferve his country,
he muft no lefs oppole Varro than Hannibal, fince both
were

the populace by flattering them, the greateft honours in the com-
and fupporting the meanelt of the mon-wealth. He was ZEdile,
people againft the beft men in Quxftor, ‘Prxtor, and at laft
Rome, that in time he attained to  Conful

E4 (2) Varro’s
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were defirous to come to a battle, ‘the one becaufe he
knew not his own ftrength, the other becaufe he knew
hisown weaknefs. “Itis more reafonable, faid Fabius to
¢ him, that you fhould believe me than Vallo I matters
¢ relating to Hannibal ; and I tell you, thatif for this year
¢ you abftain fromﬁgntmg with him, either he will leave
¢ Traly,or he will be ruined if heftays, This evidently ap-
“ pears, fince notwithftanding his vx&ones none of the
¢ countries or towns of Italy join with lnm, and his army is
« not the third part of what it was at firft.” T'o this Paulus
¢« Emiliusisfaid to have replied, Did I only confider my-
“ felf, Ifhould rather chufe to'be expofed to the weapons
« of Hannibal, than to be tried again by the fuffrages
« of my fellow-citizens ; yetin this hazardous fituation of
“ our affairs, 1 will rather-in my conduct be directed by
“ Fabius, than by all the world befides,” With this refo-
lution he fet forward to join thearmy. Varro infifted that
they fhould command alternately (2); and whenhis turn
came, (3) he pofted his army clofe to Hannibal, at a village
called Canne, by the river Aufidus, It wasno 'fooner day,
but he fet up the red flag over his tent, which was the fig-
nal of battle. This boldnefs of the Confu] and the numer-
oufnefs of his army terrified the Carthaginians, who had
not half the number ; but Hannibal commanded them to
their arms, while he with a few attendants went on
horfeback to a rifing ground not far diftant to take a view
of the enemy who were now drawn up in order of battle.
One of his followers called Gifco, a nobleman of Carthage,
told him that the number of the enemy was very aftonifh-
ing; Hannibal replied, ‘with a ferious countenance:
“ There is fomething yet more aftonithing, which you
¢ take no notice of ; Gilco “afking what he meant ?” Han-
nibal anfwered ; «'It is that inall that army there 1s no:
“ one man whofenameis Gifco.” T'his unexpected jeft made
all the company laugh ; and as they returned to the
camp, they told it to thofe whom they met, which
caufed

(z) Varro’s demand was not with the Romans that the confuls
-an unreafonable one, as Plutarch fhould have the command of the
feemss toreprefentit; for Polybius army by turns.
informs us that it was a fixed rule (3) Pletaich has forgot an en-

gagement
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-caufid a general laughter among them all.  ‘The fight of

this greatly encouraged the Carthaginian army, who
fuppofed that their General would not on fuch an occa-
fion indulge himfelf in jefting and laughter, unlefs he
had a thorough contempt of the enemy. .

In this battle Hannibal employed great art. In the
firft place he drew up his men with their backs ‘to the
wind, which was very violent and" fcorching, and car-
tied with it from the plain vaft clouds of fand arnd duft,
which flying over the heads of the Carthaginians very
much incommoded the Romans, and obliged them to
turn away their faces. In the next place, all his beft
men he put into the wings; and in the main body,
which was confiderably more advanced than the wings,
he placed the worft and the weakeft of his army. Then
he commanded thofe in the wings, that when the enemy
bad made a thorough charge upon that middle advanced
body, which he knew would recoil, as not being able
to ftand their fhock, and when- the Romans, in their
purfuit, thould be far encugh engaged within the two
wings, they fhould both on the right and the left charge
them in the flank, and endeavour to encompalfs - them.
This defign had all the fuccefs imaginable ; for the -
Roman’s prefling upon Hannibal’s front, which. gave
ground, reduced the form of his army into a half-
moon ; and they followed on fo far, that they gave
room for the enemy’s wings to join behind them, and
fo to enclofe and charge them both in flank and rear; -
which they did with an incredible flaughter of the Ro-
mans ; to whofe calamity it is alfo faid, thata cafual
mifteke did very much contribute : for the horfe of
Aimilius recéivinga hurt, and throwing his mafter, thofe
about him immediately alighted to aid the Conful : the
Roman troops fecing their commanders thus quitting
their horfes, took it for a fign that they fhould all dif
mount ard charge the enemy on foot. ~ At the fight of

: - this
gagement which happened before the Carthaginians, who loft in the
that which he now fpeaks of, a&ion abovefeventeen hundred of
where the Romans underthe com-  their men; whereas on the Roman
mand of Paulus A nilius defeated  fide there fell hardly an hundred.

(4) According
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this Hannibal was heard to fay, * This pleafes me better
“ than if they had been delivered to me bound hand and
“ foot.” For the particulars of this engagement, we refer
our reader to thofe authors who have written at large
upon this fubject.

“The Conful Varro with a fmall number fled to Venufia,
and Paulus Amilius, amidft this confufion and terror,
his body being covered with darts which were fticking
in his wounds, and his mind opprefled with anguifh,
{at down upon a ftone, waiting for fome of the enemy
to put an end to his life.  His face was fo disfi-
gured and ftained with blood, thathis very friendsand
domefticks pafling by, knew him not. At laft Cornelius
Lentulus, a young man of a patrician family, perceiving
who he was, alighted from his horfe, and offering it to
him, "defiring him to get up and preferve a life fo ne-
ceflary to the fafety of the commonwealth, which at
this time would dearly want fo good a Conful. But
nothing could prevail upon him to accept of the offer ;
and notwithftanding the tears of Lentulus, he obliged
him to remount his horfe; then ftanding up, he gave
him his hand, and commanded him to tell Fabius Maxi-
mus, that Paulus AAmilius had followed his diretions to
the very laft, and had not in the leaft deviated from
thofe meafures which were agreed upon between them ,
but that he had been overpowered firft by Varro, and
thenby Hannibal. Having difpatched Lentulus with this
commiffion, he threw himfelf upon the fwords of the
enemy. In this battle it is reported, that 50,000 Romans
were {lain (4), and 4000 prifoners taken in the field, be-
fides 10,000 that were taken after the battle in both
the camps.

The friends of Hapnibal earneftly perfuaded him to
follow his vi¢ory, to purfue the flying Romans, and
enter with them into the gatesof Rome; affuring him;
that in five days time he might fup in the capitol : nor
is it eafy to imagine, what hindered him fromit. I
am apt to believe, that his hefitation and delay was }rla-‘

: ther

(4) According to Livy there thoufand foot, and two thoufand

werekilledof theRomansonlyforty feven hundred horfe,Polybius f;ys
' that
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ther owing to the interpofition of fome Deity, than to
any defign of his own. It is reported that on this
occafion Barcas, a Carthaginian, faid to him with indig-
nation; “ You know, Hannibal, how to get a victory, but
“ nothow to ufe it.” However this vi¢tory produced a
very favourable alteration in his affairs: for he, who
hitherto had not one town or fea-port in his pofleffion,
who had nothing for the fubfiftence of his men but
what he pillaged from day ito day, who had no place
of retreat, nor any fure means of fupporting the war,
but led his army from place to place like a vaft band of
robbers, now became mafter of the beft provinces and
towns in Italy, and of Capua itfelf (next to Rome, the
moft flourithing and opulent city) all which came over
to him, and fubmitted to his authority.

By great misfortunes not only the fidelity of a friend
is proved, as Euripides fays, but likewife the capacity
of a General, For that which before the battle, was
efteemed cowardice and inativity in Fabius, now feemed
a more than human prudence, a divine wifdom and
penetration, which could at fo great a diftance forefee
fuch events as appeared almoft incredible even to thofe
who were witnefles of them. In him therefore the
Romans place their only hope, his wifdom is the temple,
the altar to which they fly for refuge in their calamity ;
and his counfels dlone preferve them frem difperfing,
and deferting their city as in the time when the Gauls
took pofleflion of Rome. He, whom they cfteemed .
fearful and pufillanimous, when they were, as they
thought, in a profperous condition, 1s now the only
man, in this general dejection, who fhows no fear, but
walks about the ftrects with a fteady ferene countenance
and mild addrefs, checking their effeminate lamentati-
ons, and preventing them from affociating in publick
to bewail their common diftrefs. He caufed the fenate
to meet, he heartened the magiftrates, nnd was as” the
foul of their body, giving them life and motion. He
placed guards at the gates of the city, to ftop the

: frighted

that feventy thoufand were killed. did not amount to fix t“oufand.
The lofs of the Carthaginians v 3 (5) Livy
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frighted rabble from flying ; he regulated and confined
their mournings for their flain friends, both as to time
and place; ordering that all ceremonies of this kind
thould be performed by each family in their own houfes,
and fhould continue no longer than thirty days, after
which the city was to be free from all appearance of
mourning. The feaft of Ceres happening to fall within
this time, it was thought beft (5) that the folemnity
fhould be omitted ; left the {mall number and the for-
rowful countenance of thofe who fhould celebrate it,
might too much expofe to the people the greatnefs of
their lofs ; and alfo becaufe the worfhip moft acceptable
to the Gods, is that which comes from chearful hearts :
but as to thofe rites which were . thought proper for ap-
peafing their anger, and averting the cffect of any in-
aufpicious omens, they were by the diretion of the
augurs carefully performed. Fabius Pictor, a near kinf-
man to Maximus, was alfo fent to confult the Oracle of
Delphi; and about the fame time, two veftal virgins
having been convicted of a criminal converfation with
the other fex, the one killed herfelf, and the other ac-
cording to cuftom was buried alive. ;
The moderatipn and generofity of the Roman people
on this occafion appeared truly admirable. ~ When the
Conful Varro returned home after his defeat full of
fname and confufion for the ruin which his mifcon-
duct had brought upon his country, the whole fenate
and people went out to meet him at the gates of the
city, and- received him with all the honour and refpect
due fo his dignity. And filence being commanded, the
magiftrates and chief of the fenate, and principally Fa-
bius commended him before the people, for not de-
fpairing of the fafety of the common-wealth after fo
creat a lofs, but returning to take the government into
his
matron in the city who was not in

mourning. It appears alfo from
Valerius Maximus andFeftus, that

(<) Livy only fays that this
feftival was * intermitted ’or de-
ferred ; and this was done not for

a political but a religious reafon,
becaufe it was unlawful for per-
fons in mourning to celebrate it ;
and at that time there was not one

it was celebrated as {oon as the

time of mourning was expired.
(6) Valerius Maximus adds to
what Plutarch fays here, that the
J fenate
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his hands, to execute the laws, and comfort his fellow-
citizens, as if he did not yet judge their affairs o be
defperate (6). .
" When word was brought to Rome that Hannibal after
the battle had marched with his army into the remoter
parts of Italy, the Romans began to recover their ancient
vigour and refolution, and fent out an army under the
command of Fabius Maxmms and Claudius Marcellus,
both great generals, equal in fame, but very unlike in
their difpofitions. ~ For Marcellus, as we have menti~
oned in his life, was an active, bold, vigorous and: en-
terprizing man, and (as Homer defcribes his warriors)
“ fierce, and delighting in fights.”  So that having to do
with Hannibal, a man of his own temper, they never
failed upon all occafions to come . to an engagement.
But Fabius adhered to his former principles, ftill per-
fuaded, that by following clofe and not fighting him,
Hannibal and his army would at laft be tired out and
confumed, like an able wreftler, who with too much
exercife and toil grows languid -and weak. Wherefore
Poftdonius tells us that the Romans called Marcellus their
“{word,” and Fabius their “buckler;” and that thevigour
of the one mixed with the fteadinefs of the other, made
a happy compound very falutary to Rome. So that Han-
nibal found by experience, that encountering the one,
he met with a rapid impetuous river, which drove him
back, and ftill made fome breach upon him; and by
the other, though fileztly and quietly paﬂmg by him,
he was mfenﬁbly walhed away and confumed. = At laft
lie was brought to this extremity, that he dreaded
Marcellus when he was in motion, and Fabius when he
fat ftill. During the whole courfe of this w ar, he had
{hll ‘to do with thefe generals, cither as preetors, pro-
onfuls, or confuls; for each of them was five times
Conful

fenate and people offered Varro

the Dlﬂatorlhnp, but that he refu-
fed it, effacing by his modefty the
difgrace of hislate mifcarriage and
defeat. Frontinus fays that Var-
ro ever after fuffered his beardand
hair to grow ; that he never eat

his meals reclining on a bed, as

was the cuftom in thofe days ; and

when the people were defirous to -
confer new dignities upon him, he

conftantly refufed them, dedarmv

the republick wanted the fervice'
of more fuccefsful magiftrates

(T) Py
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Conful.  But at laft Marcellus fell into the fuare which
Hannibal had laid for him, and was killed in his fifth
Confulthip. But his craft and fubtilty was unfuccefsful
upon Fabius ; who only once was in fome dangeér of be-
ing furprized ; for he had fent counterfeit letters to him
from the principal inhabitants of Mectapontum, wherein
they engaged to deliver up their town, if he would
come before it with his army: Accordingly Fabius
refolved to march to them with part of his army by
night, but was prevented only by confulting the flight
of the birds, which he found to be inaufpicious : and not
long after he difcovered that thofe letters had been
forged by Hannibal, who lay in ambuth for him near
the city. This perhaps we muft rather attribute to the

favour of the Gods, than to the prudencé of Fabius.
He thought that the beft method to keep the allies
firm to his intereft, and to prevent the towns belonging
to the Romans from revolting, was by mild and gentle
treatment, and by not ufing rigour, or fhowing a fuf-
picion upon every light fuggeftion. It is reported of
him, that being informed that 4 certain Mathan in his
army, who was one of the mioft confiderable men among
the allies both for his courage and nobility, had foli-
cited fome of the foldiers to defert, Fabius was {6 far
from ufing feverity againft him, that he called for him,
and told him he was fenfible of the wrong which had been
done him, and that his merit and fervice had been ne-
glected, which he faid was a grea’, fault in the command-
ers, whorewarded moreby favour than by defert: “There-
« fore, whenever you are aggrieved,” faid Fabius, “I fhall
“take it ill at your hands if you do not apply to me.”
When he had f{aid this, he gave him a fine horfe, and
fome other valuable prefents; and from that time no
one thewed more zeal and fidelity than this Marfian.
Fabius thought, that if thofe who harv the care of
horfes and dogs endeavour by gentle ufage to make
them tractable and fit for fervice, rather than by cruelty
and beating ; much. more fhould thofe who have the
command of men, bring them to their duty by the
mildeft and tendereft methods ; not treating them worfe
than
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than gardiners do their wild plants, which by care and
good ufage, lofe the favagenefs of their nature, and bear
excellent fruit. :

At another time, fome of his officers informed him,
that one of their men very often guitted his poft and
rambled out of the camp; he afked them what kind of
man he was: they all anfwered, that the whole army
had not a better man ; that he was a native of Lucania ;
and they related feveral brave actiens which they had
feen him perform. Immediately Fabius made a ftrict
enquiry to find what it was jthat led him fo often out of
the camp : and at laft he difcovered, thathe went every
day to 'a confiderable diftance, and with great danger,
to vifit a young woman with whom he was in love. Fa-
bius gave orders to fome of his men, to find out the
woman, and fecretly to convey her into his own tent ;
le then fent for the Lucanian, and calling him afide,
told him he very well knew how often he had lain at
nights out of the ecamp, which was a capital tranfgreflion
againft military difcipline and the Roman laws ; but he
knew alfo how brave he was, and the good fervices he
had done, and therefore in confideration of them he was
willing to forgive him his fault; bat to keep him in
order, he was refolved to commit him to the care of
one who fheuld be accountable for his good behaviour.
Having faid this, he produced the woman, and told the
foldier who was terrified and amazed at the adventure,
¢ This is the perfon who muft an{wer for you; and by
“ your future behaviour we fhall fee whether your night
“ rambles were upon the account of love, or upon any
“ other worfe defign. - .

The city of Tarentum having been betrayed to the
enemy, Fabius recovered it in the following manner :
A young Tarentine in the army, had afifter in Taren-
tum, who had an extraordinary affection for him. He
being informed, that a certain Brutian, whom Hannibal
had made governor of that garrifon, was deeply in
love with his fifter, conceived hopes that he might
poffibly turn it to the advantage of the Romans. And
having firft communicated his defign to Fabius, he

went
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went to Tarentum pretending to be a deferter from the
Roman army. At his firft coming, the Brutian ab-
ftained from vifiting his fifter; for neither of them
knew that the brother had notice of their amour. Af-
ter fome- time the young Tarentine told his fifter that,
he heard, that one of the principal officers of the gar-
rifon had made his addrefles to her, therefore he de-
fired her to tell him who it was; “ for (‘aid he) if he be a
‘“ man of courage and ‘reputation, it matters not what
“ countryman he is; war removes all fuch diftinctions.
¢ There1s no difgrace in complying with neceflity ; on the
«“ contrary, we fhould efteem ourfelves very fortunate, if at
« a time when force prevails over juftice, what we are com-
« pelled to do is agreeable to our own inclinations.” Up~
on this the woman fent for the Brutian, and made him
acquainted with her brother ; who by employing his in-
tereft with his fifter in behalf of her lover, and ren-
dering her more favourable to him than fhe had been
before, entirely gained the friendfhip of the Brutian;
fo thathe found it no difficult matter to prevail upon
this lover, who was of a mercenary difpofition, to com-
ply with his propofal of delivering up the town, by
promifing him great rewards from Fabius. This is the
common tradition, though fome relate the ftory other-
wife, and fay that this woman, by whom the Brutian
was perfuaded to betray the town, was not a native of
Tarentum, but a Brutian ; that fhe had been kept by
Fabius as his Concubine; and that being a country-wo-
man and an acquaintance of the Brutian governor, Fabius
privately feat her to him to corrupt him.

Whilft thefe things were tranfacting, Fabius, in or-
der to draw off Hannibal to a diftance {rom the place,
fent orders to the garrifon in Rhegium, that they fhould
ravage the country of the Brutians, lay ﬁege,to Caule-~
nia, and attack the place with all poffible vigour
Thefe were a body of eight thoufand men, made up

partly

(7) Plutarch is here mittaken ; (8) The beauty of this cxpref-
thefe men were brought from Si- . fion of Fabius will better appéar
cily not by Marcellus, but by his  when we confider that thofe Gods

¢ollegue Laevinus. of Tarentum werereprefentedeach
i in
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partly of deferters, and partly of that infamous band of
robbers which Marcellus (7) brought out of Sicily ; fo
that the lofs of them would not be great, nor much
lamented by the Romans. Fabius therefore threw out
thefe men as a bait for Hannibal, to divert him from
‘Tarentum. The defign fucceeded accordingly ; for Han-
nibal marched with his forces to Caulonia; and in the
mean time Fabius laid fiege to Tarentum. The fixth
day of the fiege, the young Tarentine came by night
to Fabius, and having well obferved the place where
the Brutian commander, according to agreement, was
to let in the Romans, gave an account of the whole mat-
ter to him. But Fabius thought it not fafe to rely:
wholly upon the treachery of the commander, but with
part of his forces went to the place himfelf in great
filence ; while the reft of his army aflaulted the town
both by land and fea with a horrible clamour. Moft
of the Tarentines running to defend the town on that
fide where the attack was made, Fabius, upon a fignal
given by the Brutian commander, fcaled the walls at
the place defigned, and entered the town without op-
pofition,

Here we muft confefs, that Fabius cannot be acquitted
of the charge of vanity ; for that it might not appear
to the world, that he had taken Tarentum by treachery,
he commanded his men to put all the Brutians to the
fword. But by this action, he not only failed “of re-
moving this fufpicion, but incurred befides the reproach
of perfidy and inhumanity. Many of the Tarentines
were alfo killed, and thirty thoufand of them were fold
forflaves. The army had the plunder of the town, and
there were brought into the treafury three thoufand
talents. Whilft they were carrying off the fpoils, the
officer who took the inventory, afked what fhould be
done with their Gods, meaning the ftatues and pictures
in the temples ; Fabius anf{wered, (8) Let us leave their

angry
in hie armour, and in theé atti- ﬁ'ance, was lancing his darts, and
tude of a combatant, * Suo quif-. Jupiter hurling his thunder ; on
‘¢ que habitu'in Modo Pugnantium  which circumftance is founded

“ tormati.” Liv, Apollo, for in- the epithet of Angry, asif thofe
Vour. 1L F . Gods
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angry Gods to the Tarentines. However he carried away
a Coloffian ftatue of Hercules (g) which: he afterwards
placed in the capitol, near an equeftriaa ftatue of him-
felf in brafs. Fabiusthewcd on this occafion that he
was inferior to Marcellus, not only in a tafte for the fine
arts, (1) bat much more in mercy and humanity ; as.we
have already obferved in the life of Marcellus.

When Hannibal had the news brought him that Ta-
rentum was befieged, he marched with great diligence
to relieve it ; and being come withm five miles, he was:
informed that the town was taken; which made him
fay, “ that Rome had alfo a Hannibal, and that Ta-
“ rentum was loft by the¢ fame art by which he formerly
“ got it.” And being in private with fome of his friends,
he plainly told them, that he always thought it difficult,
but now he held it intpoflible, with the forces he had
to mafter Italy. ¢

Upon this fuccefs, Fabius had a triumph deereed him
at Rome, much more fplendid than the former; for
they looked upon him now. as having, evidently gained
the fuperiority over Hannibal, whofe ichemes he defeated -
with the fame eafe that an able wreftler difingages him-
felf from the hold of an antagenift who no longer re-
tains his former vigour. For the army of Hannibal was
-at this time partly worn ‘away with continual action,
and partly encrvated with opulence and luxury. Mar-
cus Livius (who was governor of Tareatum when it was
betrayed to Hannibal, and then retired into the caftle,
which, he kept till the town was retaken) () being en-

y vious

Gods had in reality fought for
the Romans againft their own de-
votees the Tarentines. At the
fame time this: faying of Fabius
cantained in it very. wholfome ad-
vice to the Romans, who were
warneéd not to carry to Rome
thofe ufelefs ornaments of the
conguered cities ; as ferving not
only to give the people a tafte of
luxuryand expence, but to awaken
in the minds of the conquered fub-
j<&s, who fhould behold them, a

fenfe of their former calamities,
and infpire them with envy, ha-
tred and revenge againft the con-
querors. This fubje€ is very well
handled in the gth book of Poly-
bius. :

(9) Strabo ia his fixth book
makes mention of this particu-
lar, and adds that this ftatue was
of brafs, and was the work of
Lyfippus. ,

(1) For Marcellus, when he took
Syracufe, brought from th‘;nce,?ll
e L the
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vious of the honours which Fabius received, boafted in
the fenate, that he; not Fabius, was the caufe of the
recovery of Tarentum. Fabius replied laughing, “ You
“ fay very true, forif youhad not loft Tarentum, Ihad
“ never recovered it.” Among other honours which the
Romans paid to Fabius, they nominated his fon Conful
for the next year. When he was entered upon his of-
fice, and was ene day employed in fome bufinefs relat-
ing to the war, his father, cither by reafon of age 'and
infirmity, or perhaps out of defign to try his fon, came
up to him on horfeback. : - Whereupon the young
Conful prefently bid one of his liCtors. command his
father to alight, and tell him that if he had any bufi-
nefs with the Conful he fhould come on foot.. The
whole aflembly was moved at this, and turned their
eyes upon Fabius, by their filence, and by their looks
exprefling their refentment of the indigmity that bad
been offered to a perfon fo venerable for his age and
his authority ; but he inftantly alighted from his horfe,
and with great {peed, came up and embraced the Conful,
““ My fon, faid he, I applaud yourfentiments and your be-
“ haviour. You havefhewnthat youhavea juft fenfe of the
¢ dignity of your office, and of the greatnefs of the people
¢ whom you command. This was the way by which we and
““our forefathers advanced the glory of the commonwealth,
“ by preferring that to our own fathers and children.”

 And indeed it is reported, that the great grandfather
(3) of our Fabius, who was undoubtedly the greateft
man of Rome in his time, both in reputation and au-
: thority,

the fineft pi&®ures and ftatues, and
whatever elfe was curious and
elegant.

(2) Itis not likely that a man
againft whom an aétion lay for
baving fuffered Tarentum to be
tagken by Hannibal, fhould be fo
hurried on by his,ambition as to
be capable of fuch an haughty
expreflion. . Livy’s account js-
more probable ; for he fays that.
whilft the fenate had it under
confideration what courle was to

be taken with Livius, fome, of his
friends ‘who had-undertaken his
defence unwarily faid, ¢ the reco-
¢ very of Tarentum was owjng to
s« Livius only; and Fabius in de-
¢ livering his opirion added, It is
« confefled he was the caufe that
« Tarentum was recovered to the
¢ Romans, for it could never have
“ been retaken by us if it had net
« firft been.lofl by him.
(3) Fabius Rullus.

F2 " (4) This
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thority, who had béen five times Conful, and had been
honoured with feveral triumphs for victories obtained
by him, condefcended to ferve as lieutenant (4) under
his own fon, when Conful in the expedition againft the
Samnites : and when afterwards his fon had a triumph
beftowed upon him for his goed fervices, the old man
followed his triumphal chariot on horfeback as one of his
attendants 3 and though he had abfolute authority ‘over
his fon, and was the greateft man in Rome, yet he glo-
ried in thowing his fubjection to the laws.and the magif-
trate. But thefe were not the only actions werthy of ad-
miration, which he performed.

When Fabius Maximus loft his fon, he bore the af-
fliction with moderation like a wife man and a tender
parent. And as it was the cuftom amongft the Romans,
upon the death of any illuftrious perfon, to have a fu- -
neral oration recited by fome of the neareft relations, he
himfelf performed that office. This oration he committed
to writing and afterwards made publick.

After Publius Cornelius Scipio, who was fent Procon-
{ul into Spain, had driven the Carthaginians out of that
province, having defeated them in many battles, and
had reduced feveral towns and nations under - the obe-
dience of Rome, he was seceived at his return with a
general joy and acclamation. Being clected Conful and
knowing what high expeCtations the people had from
him, he difdained to carry on the war againft Hannibal
in Italy; this he looked upon as an antiquated me-
thod and worthy only of an eld man. He therefore
propofed no lefs a tafk to himfelf than to transfer the
war to Carthage, and made ufe of all the credit and
favour he had with the people to prevail upon them to.-
fecond his defign. (5) Fabius on the other fide oppofed
with all his might this undertaking of Scipio ; alarming
the minds of. the pecple, and reprefenting the extreme

' : danger

(4) This fon was called Q. attend him in his fecond expedi~,

Fabius Gurges : he had been be- tion as his Jieutenant.
fore defeated by the Samnites,

and would have been degraded,  (5) This matter was thoroughly
had not his father promifed to canvaffed, and debated in the
; . fenate

2 - -



i.
'w
:
-

3

< Zxviil

FABIUS MAXIMUS.  5s

danger into. which the commonwealth would be brought
by following the counfels of this rafh young man. His
authority and perfuafions prevailed with the fenate to
efpoufe his fentiments ; but the common people thought
that he envied the fame of Scipio, and that he was afraid
left if this young conqueror fhould perform any fignal
explait, fhould putan end to the war, or even remove it
out of Jtaly, he might be accufed of timidity and negli-
gence for having protracted it fo many years.

To fay the truth, when Fabius firftoppofed this pro-
jec of Scipio, Ibelieve he did it from a prudent regard
to the public fafety, and fram an apprehenfion of the
danger which the commonwealth might incur by fuch
an enterprize; bnt I believe that ambition and envy of
Scipio’s rifing glory made him the more violent in his
oppofition. ~ For he applied himfelf to Craflus, the
collegue of Scipio, and perfuaded him not to yield that
province to Scipio, but (if his inclinations were for
that war) himfelf in perfon to lead the army to Car-
thage (6).- He alfo hindred the giving money to Scipio
for the war, who was forced to raife it upon his own
credit and intereft, and was fupplied by the cities of
Hetruria, which were wholly devoted to him. On the
other fide, Craffus would not ftir againft him, nor re-
move outof Italy, asbeing in his own nature an enemy
10 ftrife and contention, and alfo as having the care of
religion, by his office of high-prieft. Wherefore Fabius
tried other ways to break the defign; he endcavoured
to difcourage thofe who voluntarily offered themfelves -
to the fervice, and declaimed bothin the fenate and to
the people that Scipio did not only himfelf fly frem
Hannibal, but was defirous alfo to drain Italy of all its’
forces, and tolead away the youth of the country af- -
ter him to a foreign war, leaving behind them their
parents, wives and children, a defencelefs prey to a

vi¢terious
fenate. We find 4in Livy, what for he was at that time high-
was faid on the one fide and the priefl, and confcquently his cha-
other by Fabius and Scipio.. Lib. rafter as fuch would not {fuffer .
a5 him to go out of Italy. -
(6) This Craffus could not do. A - e g y
. ; Fi (7) Eylander
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vi@orious enemy at their doors. With this he fo ter-
rified the people, that at laft they would only allow to
Scipio for the war, thelegions which were in Sicily, and
three hundred of thofe men who had' fo bravely ferved
him in Spain. In thefe tranfactions hitherto Fabius only
feemed to follow the dictates of his own wary temper.
But, after Scipio was goéne over into Africa, when the
Romans received the news of his wonderful exploits and
viGories, of which the famé was confirmed by the fpoils
he fent home ; when they heard of a Numidian King
taken prifoner, of ‘a vaft flaughter made of the enemy,
of two camps burnt and deftroyed, and in them a great
quantity of arms and horfes ; when the Carthaginians
had fent orders to Hannibal to quit his fruitlefs expedi-
tion'in Italy, and return to defend his own country,
and when the whole people of Rome joined in admiring
and extolling the actions of Scipio; even then did Fa-
bius contend that a fucceflor thould be fent in his place,
alledging for it only the vulgar trivial ‘pretence of the
mutability of fortune, asif fhe would be weary of long
favouring the fame perfon.” But by this behaviour he
gave great offence to the people, who looked upon it
as the effe€t of a morofe and envious difpofition, or
thought at leaft that age had rendered him timorous and
defpondinig, and filled him "with exceflive apprehenfions
of the power of Hannibal. Nay after Hannibal had em-
barked with his army and left Ttaly, Fabius ftill oppofed
and’ difturbed the univerfal joyof Rome, by telling the
people that the commonwealth was never more in dan-
ger than now, and that Hannibal was a more dreadfu)
enemny under the walls of Carthage, than ever he had
been inItaly ; that it 'would be fatal to Rome whenever
Scipio fhould encounter his viCtorious army ftill warm
with the blood of fo many Roman Generals, Diftators
and Cornfuls. ' "The people were ftartled with thefe decla-
mations, "and were brought to believe, that the fur-
ther off Hannibal was, the nearer was their danger. But
when Scipio afterwards had defeated Hannibal and hum-
e R o Py : ~ bled
(7) Xylander is of dpinion that does not fignify a Spit but a piece
the word Obelifcus in" this place of money ; for that money anci-
g : Y o S
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bled the pride of Carthage, the Romans were tranfport-
ed with joy beyond their Utmoft i nopes ; and the empite
which had’ been long fhaken by thefe dangerous ftorms,
was reftored to its former fecurity and glory

But Fabius Maximus lived not to fee the profperous_
end of this war, and the final overthrow of Hannibal,
nor to rejoice in the well-eftablifhed happinefs and fecu-
rity of the commonwealth ; for about the time that Han-
nibal left Italy, he fell fick and died. Epaminondas, as
we find in the hiftory of Thebes, died fo poor that he
was buried at the publick charge; for, it is faid, no-
thing was found in his houfe but an iron fpit (8). Fa-
bius indeed was not buried at the publick charge, but
every citizen contributed a’{mell piece of money to-
wards the expence of his fureral, not becaufe he was
poor, but to thow that they refpe&ed fim as the father”
of the people ; which made his death no lefs honour-
able than his hfc

The Céfhparifen of Fabius wirh Pericles.

Y\UCH were the lives of thefe two perfons fo illuf-

trious for their civil and military endowments :
fet us firft compare them in their military capacity, -
Pericles prefided in his commonwealth, when it was in
2 moft flourithing and opulent condmon and in the
height of its power and fuccefs; fo that he feemed to
ftand rather fupported by, than ﬁlpportmg the fortune
of his country. But the buﬁne{'s of Fabius, who under-
took the government in the worft and moft difficule
times, was not to preferve and maintain the well-efta-
- blithed felicity of a profperous ftate, but to raife -and
uphold a figking and ruinous commonwealth. = Befides
the vicories of Cimon, of Myronides and Leocrates,
with thofe many famous. exploits of Tolmidas, rather fur-
nithed Pericles with an occafion of entertaining the peo-

ple

ently was made in a pyramxdal the life of Lyfa{_nd_e:.
form appears from a paffage in ] : '
F 4 {8) This
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ple at home with feafts and games, than laid him un-
der a neceflity of defending his country by arms,
Whereas Fabius, when he took upon him the govern-
ment, had the frightful obje@ before his eyes, of Ro-
man armies deftroyed, of their Generals and Confuls
flain, of all the countries round ftrowed with the dead
bodies, and the rivers ftained with the blood of his
fellow-citizens ; and yet by his mature and prudent coun-
fels, and the firmnefs of his refolytion, he fuftained the
falling commonwealth, notwithftanding it had been
brought fo near its ruin by the rafhnefs of other com-
manders. Perhaps it may be more eafy to govern a city
broken and tamed with calamities and adverfity, and
compelled to obey by danger and neceffity, than to
rule a people pampered and refty with long profperity,
as the Athenians were when Pericles held the reins of go-
vernmeat. But then, not to be daunted nor difcompof-
ed by the vaft weight of calamities under which the
people of Rome groaned at that time, proves the invin-
cible courage and magnanimity of Fabius.

We may fet Tarentum re-taken, againft Samos won
by Pericles; and with the conqueft of Eubza we may
put in balance the towns of Campania regained by Fa-
bius ; as for Capua, that was afterwards {ubdued by the
Confuls Fulvius and Appius, I do not find that Fabius
won any fet battle, but that againft the Ligurians, for -
which he had his firft triumph; whereas Pericles erec-
ted nine trophies for as many victories obtained by land
and by fea. . But no action of Pericles can be compared
to that memorable refcue of Minucius, when Fabius re-
deemed both him and his army from utter deftrution
an ation, which comprehends the height of valour, of
conduct, and humanity. On the other fidé, it does
not appear, that. Pericles was ever {o over-reached as Fa-
bius was by Hannibal’s ftratagem of the oxen; when in
the valley of Cafilinum, Hannibal was fhut up without
any pofibility of forcing his way out, and yet was fuf-
fered to efcape in.the night; and when day was come,
worfted the enemy, who had him before at his mercy.

It
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It is the part of a good General, not only to provide -
for, and judge well of the prefent, but alfo to have a
clear forefight of things to come. In this Pericles ex-
celled, for he faw and foretold to the Athenians, what
ruin their war would bring upon them, by their grafp-
ing more than they were able to manage. But the ex-
pedition of Scipio in Africa, undertaken contrary to
the advice of Fabius, was attended with the greateft
fuccefs ; and that not through any unexpeted turn of
fortune, but merely-by the valour and conduct of the
commander. So that the misfortunes of the Athenians
fhowed the fagacity of Pericles; and the fuccefs of the
Romans proved how erroneous the judgment of Fabjus
had been. And indeed, to lofe an advantage through
diffidence, is no lefs blameable in a General, than to
fall into danger for want of forefight: for both thefe
faults, though of a contrary nature, fpring from the fame
root, which 1s want of judgment and experience.

And for their civil policy ; it is imputed to Pericles,
that he was a lover of war, and that no terms of
peace, offered by the Lacedemonians, would content
him. Nor do 1 think that Fabius would ever have yield-
ed any thing to the Carthaginians, but would rather have
hazarded all, than leflened the empire of Rome. The
mildnefs of Fabius towards his collegue Minucius fets
in a very difadvantageous light the conduct of Pericles
in his eager profecution of Cimon and Thucydides,
who were good men and friends to the nobility, but by
his practices were banithed. The authority of Pericles
in Athens was much greater than that of Fabius in
Rome; for which reafon it was more eafy for him to
prevent the mifcarriages commonly arifing from the
weaknefs and infufficiency of officers, fince he had got
the fole nomination and management of them; Tolmi-
das only contrary to his orders, unadvifedly fought with .
the Beeotians, and was defeated and flain: whereas Fa-
bius though too prudent to commit errors himfelf, yet
had not fufficient power to prevent the mifcarriages of
others. But it had been happy for the Romans if hig

' 8 % authority
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authority had been greater; for then we may prefume,
their difafters-had been fewer.

As to their liberality and publick fpirit, Pericles
{howed it in never taking any gifts, and Fabius in giv-
ing his own money to ranfom his foldxers though the
fum did not exceed fix (g) talents. Notwithf’canding
Pericles had’ innumerable “prefents offered him from
Kings, and from the allies of the Athenians, yet no man
was ever more free from corruption. And for the beau-
ty and- magpnificence of temples and publick edifices,
with which he adorned his country, it muft be confels
fed, that all the ornaments and ftructures of Rome, to
the time of the Cee('ars were not to be compared, either
in' greatne(s of deﬁgn or of expence, with thofe which
Pericles only erected at ‘Athens,

(8):The copy is-probablyer- - each mentioned by Plutarch in
roneous in this place. * Ifa com~ the life of Fabius, the fum will
putation be made from the num- amount to aboye ten talents,
bes of captives and the price of




oI5 € I B LD B

ly defcended from Euryfaces the fon of Ajax, by

his father’s fide,  and by his mother’s fide from
Alcmeon ; for Dinomache, his mother, was the daughter -
of Megacles. His father Clinias, having fitted out a -
galley at his own expence, gained great honour in
the fea-fight near Artemifium, and. was afterwards flain
in the battle of Coronea, fighting againft the Boeotians,
Pericles, and Ariphron, the fons of Xanthippus, being -
nearly related to Alcibiades, were his guardians. It is ..
faid, and not untruly, that the kindnefs and friendfhip .
which Socrates fhowed to him, very much contributed -
to his fame. Hence it is, that though we have not.
an account from any writer, who was the mother of -
RRIG T SR> et Nicias

g- LCIBIADES, as it is fuppofed, -was ancient, . .

CERN
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Nicias or Demofthenes, of Lamachus or Phormio, of
Thrafybulus or Theramenes, notwithftanding they were
all of them illuftrious perfons, and his contemporaries;
yet we know even the nurfe of Alcibiades, that her coun-
try was Lacedemon, and her name, Amyclas; and that
Zopyrus was his {cheolmafter ; the one being recorded
by Antifthenes, and the other by Plato.
It is not perhaps material to fay any thing of the
-beauty of Alcibiades, only that it lafted with him in all
the ages of his life, in his infancy, in his youth, and in
his manhood ; and thereby rendered him lovely and a-
greeable to every one. For though it is not univerfally
true what Euripides fays, that,

Of all fair things the autumn is moft fair

Yet this happened to Alcibiades, amongft a few others,
Py reafon of his happy conftitution and the natural vi-
gour of his body. It is faid, that his lifping, when he
‘{poke, became him well, and gave a grace to his pro-
nunciation.  Ariftophanes takes notice that he lifped, in
thofe verfes wherein he ridicules Theorus, becaufe Alci-
* Dbiades, fpeaking of him, inftead of Corax, pronounced
Colax (1); from whence the poet takes occafion to ob-
ferve,

How very luckily be lifp’d the truth.

Archippus alfo makes mention of it, thus reﬂe&ing
apon the fon of Alcibiades. :

Pioud bis luxurious fire to imitate,

See the vain youth affell the faunt’ring gait,
The loofely flowing robe, the lifping tongue,
And bead disjointed on the [boulder bung.

His manners were not uniform; nor is it ftrange
that they varied according to the many and wond¢rf§xl
~iciflitudes of his fortune. All his paflions were natu-
rally ftrong; but the ftrongeft of them was ambition,
and defire of fuperiority: this appeared by féveral

b3, ' : things

(t) Alcibiades meant to call count of hisavariceand rapacity ;

‘Tbeorus Corax, or Raven, onac- but by pronouncing it Colax he
R ; called
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things related of him, whilft he was a child. Ounee be-
ing hard prefled in wreftling, and fearing to be thrown,
hegot the hand of the perfon who ftrove with him, tohis
mouth, and bit it with allhis force; hisadverfary loofed
his hold prefently, and faid, *“ Thou biteft, Alcibiades, -
“ like a woman :” “ No,” replied he, “I bite like a lion.”
Another time as he was playing with dice in the ftreet,
being then but a boy, a loaded cart came that way, when
it was his turn to throw ; at firft he called to the driver
to ftop, becaufe he was to throw in the way over which
the cart was to pafs; the rude fellow did not hearken
to him, but drove on ftill; and when the reft of the
boys, divided and gave way, Alcibiades threw himfelf
on his face before the cart, and ftretching himfelf out,
bid the carter drive on, if he would : this fo ftartled the
man, that he put back his horfes, while all that faw it
were terrified, and crying out, ran to afhiit Alcibiades.
When he began to ftudy, he obeyed all his other mafters
with great refpect, but refufed to learn to play upon
the flute, as an ungraceful thing, and not becoming a
gentleman ; for he would fay, “ To.play on the lute or
¢ harp does not diforder the pofture of the body, or theair
<« of the face ; buta man is hardly to be known by his moft’
“intimate friends when he plays on the flute. Befides, he
“ who plays on the harp, may difcourfe or fing at the fame
“time ; but the flute does fo ftop up the mouth that the
* voice is intercepted, and all ipeech taken away. There-
“ fore, (faid he) let the Theban youths pipe, becaufe they
“ know not how todifcourfe ; but we Athenians (as ouran-.
“ ceftors have told us) have Minerva for our patronefs, and
“ Apolloforour protector, oneof whom threw away theflute,
“and the other ftripped off his fkin who played upon it.”.
Thus partly by raillery, and partly by argument, Alci-
biades not only kept himfelf, but others from learning
to play upon'that inftrument ; for.it prefently became
the talk of the young gentlemen, that Alcibiades, with
good reafon, defpifed the art of playing on the flute,
and ridiculed thofe *who ftudied it. ~Whereupon it
: . quickly
called 'him flatterer, an appella~  with the former. G
tion wkich he deferved equally
. a TR (2) Athe-
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quickly ceafed to be reckoned 2 liberal accomplithment,
and was univerfally exploded.

It is related in the'inve&tive which Antiphon wrote a-
gainft Alcibiades, that once when he Was a boy, he ran
away from home and fled to the houfe of Democrates, one
of his lovers, and that Ariphron would have caufed pro-
clamation to be inade for him, had not Pericles diverted
him from it, by faying, “ That if he were dead, the pro-
« claimingof him could only caufeit tobe difcovered one
« day fooner; and if he were fafe, it would bea reproach to
¢ him whilft he lived.” Antiphon alfo fays, that in Sybur-
tius’s {chool, or place of exercifes, he flew one of his own
fervants with the 'blow of  a ftaff. Bat it is unreafona-
ble to give credit to all that is objected by an enemy,
who makes profeflion of his defign to defame him.

It was manifeft, that the many perfons of quality,
who were continually waiting upon him, and making
their court to him, were furprized and captivated by
his extraordinary beauity'only. But the affection which
Socrates exprefled for Alcibiades, was a great evidence of
his virtue and good difpofition, which Socrates perceived
to fhine through the beauty of his perfon; and fearing
left his wealth and quality, and the great number both
of ftrangers and Athenians, who flattered and careflfed
him, might at laft corrupt him, he therefore refolved
to interpofe and preferve fo hopeful a “plant from pe-
rithing in the flower, and before its fruit came to per-
fetion. - For, never did fortune furround and enclofe
a man with fo many of thofe things which-we vulgarl
call good, and thereby render him inacceflible to the
remonftrances of reafon and philofophy, as fhe did Al-
cibiades : . who from the beginning was foftened by the
flatteries of thofe who converfed with him, and hindered
from hearkening to fuch ‘as would advife or inftruct
him. Yet fuch was the happinefs of his genius, that

he

{2) Athenzus tells this flory in  called Thrafy!lus,§who wasbut in

a manner more advantageous to mean circumftances, and obferv-
Alcibiades. ' He fays that Alcibi-  ing the fide-board well ftored with
ades going in mafqirerade to Any- plate of gold as well as filver;
tus’s houfe with a friend of his he west up to it and drank Thra-
. fyllus’s
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ke difcerned Socrates from the reft, and admitted him,
whilft he drove away the wealthy and the noble who
made court to him; and in a little time they grew intora
familiarity.  When Alcibiades. obferved - that his dif-
courfes aimed not at any effeminate pleafures of love, nor
fought any thing wanton or difhoneft, but laid open to
him the impertections of his mind, and reprefied his
vain and foolifh arrogance ;

Then like the craven cock be bung bis wings,

Efteeming thefe endeavours of Socrates, as means which
the Gods ufed for the inftruction and prefervation of
youth.  So. that he began to think meanly of him-
felf, and to admire Socrates, to be pleafed with his
kindnefs, and to ftand in awe of his virtue : .and imper-
_ceptibly contracted fuch a love for him as tended to
fecure him from vicious .and difhononrable love. So
_that all men wondered at Alcibiades, when they faw So-
crates and him eat together, perform their exercifes to-
gether, and lodge in the fame tent ;- whilft he was re-
ferved and rough to all others who made their addreffes
to him, and behaved with great infolence to fome of
them ; as in particular to Anytus,-the fon of Athemion,
one who was very fond of him, and invited him to an
entertainment which he had prepared for fome ftrangers -
Alcibiades refufed the invitation ; but having drank to
excefs at his own houfe with fome of his companions,
he went thither to play fome frolick ; and as he flood
at the door of the room where the guefts were enter-
tained, and perceived the tables to be covered with vef-
fels of gold and filver, (2) he commanded his fervants
to take away the one half of them, and carry them to
his own houfe ; and then difdaining fo much as to enter
into the room himfelf, as foon as he had done this, he
went away. TLhe company was extremely offended at
: the

fyllus’s health, and when he had ' this plate from one of his loyers
done,he ordered his flaves thatat- who was wealthy, to beftow it
tended him to take half of what' an another who was indigent,
they faw ir the buffet, and carry. without touching 2ny of it hime -
it to Thrafylius's houfe. He took felf.

] (3) Ie



the action, and faid, he behaved rudely and infolently
towards Anytus ; but Anytus made anfwer, that he had
ufed him kindly and with great humanity, in that he
left him part, when he might have taken all. He be-
haved in the fame manner to all others who courted him,
except only one firanger, who, as it is‘reported, having
buta fmall eftate, fold it all for about a hundred ftaters,
which he prefented to Alcibiades, and befought him to
accept it : Alcibiades {miling, and pleafed at the thing,
invited him to fupper, and after a very kind entertain-
ment, gave him his gold again, withal requiring him
not to fail to be prefent the next day, when the pub-
lick revenue was offered to farm, and to outbid all
others. 'The man would have excufed himfelf, becaufe
the farm was fo great, and would be let for many ta-
lents ; but Alcibiades, who had at that time a private
pique againft the old farmers, threatened to have him
beaten 1f he refufed. The next morning the ftranger
coming to the market-place, offered a talent more than
-the old rent: the farmers were enraged at him, and
confulting together, called upon him to name fiich as
would be fureties for him, concluding that he could
find none. The poor man being ftartled at the propofal,
was going to retire ; but Alcibiades ftanding at a diftance,
cried out to the magiftrates, “ Set my name down, he is
« a friend of mine, I will undertake for him.”> When
the old farmers heard this, they were in the utmoft per-
plexity ; for their way was, with the profits of the pre-
fent year to pay the rent of the year preceding ; fo that
not feeing any other way to extricate themfelves out of
the difficulty, they began to intreat the ftranger, and
offered him a fum of money. Alcibiades would not fuf-
fer him to accept of lefs than a talent, but when that
was paid down, he commanded him to relinquifh the
bargain, having by this device relieved his neceffity.
Though Socrates had many and powerful rivals, yet
fuch was the natural good difpofition of Alcibiades, that
he was moft fuccefsful with him. His difcourfes af-
feCted him to that degree, as not only to draw tears
from his eyes, but to change his very foul.  Yet fome-
times
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times he would abandon himfelf to flatterers, when they
propofed to him varieties of pleafure, and would defert
Socrates; who then would purfue him as if he had been
a fugitive flave. ‘The truth is, Alcibiades defpifed all
others, and reverenced and ftood in awe of him alone.
And therefore it was that Cleanthes faid, he had given
his ears to Socrates, but to his rivals other parts of his
body, with which Socrates would not meddle. For Al-

cibiades was certainly very much addiéted to pleafures ;

and that which Thucydides fays, concerning his excefles
in his courfe of living, gives occafion to believe fo.
But thofe who endeavoured to corrupt Alcibiades took
advantage chiefly of his vanity and ambition, and in-
cited him to undertake unfeafonably great things, per-
{uading him, that as foon as he began to concern him-
felf in pubhck affairs, he would not only obfcure the
reft of the generals and {tatefmen, but exceed the au-
thority and the reputation which Pericles himfelf had
gained in ‘Greece. But in the fame manner  as iron,
which is foftened by the fire, is again hardened and
contracted by the cold ; foas often as Socrates obferved
Alcibiades to be mifled by luxury or pride, he reduced
and corrected him by his difcourfes, and made him hum-
ble and modeft, by fhowing him in how many things
he was deficient, and how very far he was from per-
fection in virtue.

When he was paft his childhood, he went once to a
grammmr-fchoo‘ and afled the mafter for one of Ho-
mer’s books ; and he making anfwer, that he had no-
thing of Homer’ s, Alcibiades gave him 2 blow with his
fift, and went away. Anothér fchoolmatter telling him
that he had Homer corrected by himfelf; “ How!” faid
Alcibiades, “ and do yod ernploy your time in teaching
¢ children toread ? Youwhoare able toamend Homer, may

“ well undertake to inftruct men.” Being once defirous to
fpeak with Pericles, he went to his houfe and was told
there, that he was not at leifure, butbufied in confidering
how to give up his accounts to the Athenians ; Alcibiades
as he went away, faid, “It were better for him to confider
“ how he might avoid giving up any accounts at all.

Vor. IL G Whiltt
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- 'Whilft he was very young, he wasa foldier in the expe-
dition againft Potidea, where Socrates lodged in the
fame tent with him, and was his-companion in every en-
gagement. Once therchappened a fharp fkirmifh, where-
in they both behaved with much bravery ; but Alcibia-
des receiving a wound there, Socrates threw. himfelf be-
fore him, to defend him, and moft manifeftly faved him
and his arms from the enemy, and therefore juftly
might have challenged the prize of valour. But the ge-
nerals appearing dcfirous to adjudge the honour to Alci-
biades, becaufe of his quality, Socrates, who was willing
to mcreafe his thirft after glory, was the firft who gave
evidence for him, and prefled them to crown him, and
to decree to him the compleat fuit .of armour. After-
wards in the battle of Delium, when the Athenians were
routed, and Socrates, with a few others, was retreating
on foot, Alcibiades, who was on horfeback, obferving it,
would not pafs on, but ftaid to fhelter him from the
danger, and brought him fafe off, ‘though the enemy
prefled hard upon them, and cut off many of the party.
(3) But this happened fome time after.

He gave a box on the ear to Hipponicus, the father of
Callias, a perfon of great credit .and authority, both on
account of his birth and riches. And this he did un-
provoked by any paflion or quarrel between them, but
only becaufe ina frolick he had agreed with his compa-
nions to.do it. -All men ‘were juftly offended at this
infolence, when it was known through the city: but
.early the next morning Alcibiades went to his houle, and
knocked at the door, and being admitted to him, ftrip-
ped off his garment, and prefenting his naked body,
defired him to beat and chaftife him as he pleafed. Up-
on this Hipponicus forgot all his refentment, and not
only pardoned him, but foon after gave him his daugh-
ter Hipparete in marriage. Some fay, that it was not
Hipponicus, but his fon Callias, who gave Hipparete to
Alcibigdes, together with a portion of ten talents ; and
-that afterwards, when fhe had a child, Alcibiades forced
' : him

(3) Itwas eight years after. For  in the firft year of the eighty-fe-

the altion at Potidxa happened venth Olympiad, and that at De-
; Hum
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him to give ten talents more, -upon pretence that fuch
was the agreement if the brought him any children, Cal-
lias, however being afraid of the contrivances of Al-
c1b1ades in a full ‘affembly of the people, declared,
that if he fhould happen to die without children, Alci-
biades fhould inherit his houfeand all his goods. Hip-
parete was a virtuous lady, and fond of her hufband ;
but at laft growing impatient of the injuries done to her
marrrade—bed by his continual  entertaining of courte-
zans, as well ftrangers as Athenians, fhe left him, and
retired to her brother’s houfe. Alcibiades feemed not at
all-concerned at it, and lived on ftill in the fame luxury.
The law requiring that fhe thould deliver to the Archon
in perfon, and not by proxy, the inftrument whereby
fhe fought a divorce ; when, in obedience to the law,
‘the prefented herfelf before um to perform this, Alci-
biades came in, took her away by force, and carried
her home through the market-place, no one daring to
oppofe him, nor to takeher from him. And fhe conti
nued with him till her death, which happened not long
after, when Alcibiades made his voyage to Ephefus. Nor .
was this violence to be thought {o very enormous or in-
human; for the law, in making her who defires to be
divorced appear in publick, feems to defign to give her
hufband an opportunity of meeting with her, and of en-
deavourmg to retain her.

Alcibiades had a very large and beautiful dog ‘which
coft him feventy Minz; his tail, which'was his principal
ornament, he caufed to be cut ofF and his acquaintance
chiding him for it, and telling hlm that all Athens was
forry for the dog, and blamed him for this attion ; he »
laughed, and faid, It has happened then as I deﬁred
“ for I would have the Athenians entertain themfelves
“ with the difcourfe of thls, left they fhould be talking
« fomething worfe of me.” -

Itis faid, that the firft time he came into the affem-
bly, was when a largefs of money was given, to the
people. This was not done by defign, but as he pafled

along he heard a great noife in the affembly, and en-
qulrmrr

Tium the firfk yearof the eighty-ninth,
: G 2 (4) The
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quiring the caufe, and having learned that there was a
donative made to the people, he went in amongft them,
and gave money alfo. The multitude thereupon ap-
plauded him, and fhouting, he was fo tranfported at it,
that he forgot (4) a quail which he had under his robe,
and the bird being frighted with the noife, flew away :
thereupon the people made louder acclamations than
before, and many of them rofe up to purfue the bird;
but one Antiochus, a pilot, caught it, and reftored it
to" him, (5) for which he was ever after very dear to
Alcibiades. y i

He had great advantages for introducing himfelf in-
to the management of affairs; his noble birth, his
riches, the perfonal courage he had fhown in divers
battles, and the multitude of his friends and dependants.
But, above all the reft, he chofe to make himfelf con-
fiderable to the people by his eloquence. ‘That he was
a mafter in theart of fpeaking, the comick poets bear
him witnefs; and Demofthenes, the moft eloquent of
men, in his oration againft Midias, allows that Alci-
biades, among other perfections, was an excellent orator.
And if we give credit to Theophraftus, who of all philo-
fophers was the moft curious enquirer, and the moft
faithful relater, he fays, that Alcibiades was peculiarly
happy at inventing things proper to be faid upon every
occafion.. Nor did he confider the things only which
ought to be faid, but alfo what words and what expref-

fions

(4) The men of pleafure in
thofe times were very fond of
breeding quails, as appears from
feveral paflages in the ancients
particularly in a comedy of Eupo-
lis cited by Athenzus. Alcibiades
had the fame tafte that way with
the reft, which drew upon ‘him
that fevere piece of raillery from
Socrates, who when he had made
it appear in the firk Alcibiades of

Plato, that the way to excel, and. foon learn from Plutarch, which

have the chief command among
the Athenians, was to ftudy to
furpafs the generals of their cne-

mies in ability and courage, and
when he had brought . Alcibiades

to acknowledge the truth of it,

replied with a  mortifying irony,
¢ No, no, my dear Alcibiades,
¢ your only ftudy i how to fur-
« pafs Midias in the art of breed-
“ 1ng quails. .
(5) Infomuch that he intrufted
him with the command of the
fleet in his abfence, as we fhall

had like to have been very fatal
to the Athenians, for he was
beaten. .

(6) An-
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fions were to be ufed; and when thofe did not readily
occur, he would often paufe in the middle of his dif-
courfe, and continue filent till he could, recollect the
words which he wanted. :

His expences in the number of horfes and chariots
which he kept for the publick games, were very extra-
ordinary : for never any one befides himfelf, either a
private perfon or a King,. fent feven chariots to the
Olympick games. He carried away at once the firft,
the fecond, and the fourth prize, as Thucydides fays, or
the third, as Euripides relates it5 wherein he furpaffed
all that ever contended in that kind. Euripides cele-
brates his fuccefs in this manner ;

Thee, lovely fon of Clinias, will I Jing,

Thy triumpbs down to future ages bring.

Thou, pride of Greece! . which never faw till now
8o many crowns adorn one cong’ring brow,

With brw much eafe the threefold prize be gains,
And finiles to fee from far bisrivals pains

Their chariots lagging on the diffant plajns !

His temples thrice the willing judges crown.

And gew'ral fbouts do the juft fentence own,

The emulation which feveral cities of Greece exprefled
in the prefents which they made to him, rendered his
fuccefs the more illuftrious. The Ephefians eretted a
tent for him adorned magpnificently ; (6) the cigh.of

ios

{6)Antifthenes,oneof Socrates’s.
difciples, writes that Chios fed his
horfes, and Cyzicu$ provided his

¢ found provender for his horfes;
“ Cyzicus fupplied him with vic-
¥ tims, and provifions for histable;

viGtims. ‘The paflage is very re-
mackable, for it. appears by ir,
that this was done not only when
Alcibiades went to the Olympick
games, but likewifle in all his war-
{ike expeditions and in all his tra-
““ vels. ““Whenever,” fays he,"*Al-
¢ cibiades travelled, four cities of
¢ the allies miniftred to himas his
+¢¢handinaids. Ephefus furnithed
¢ him with tents as fumptyous as

¢ thofe of the Perfians ; Chios
t :

G3

‘¢and Lefbos with wine, and all
*¢ other neceflaries for his family.”
None but opulent cities were able
to anfwer fuch an expence : for
at that time when Alcibiades ob-
tained the firft, fecond, and third
prize in the Olympick games, after
he had performed a very coftly
facrifice to Jupiter, he entertained
at a magnificent repaft that innu-
merable company that had aflifted

at the games.
(7} In
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Chios furnifhed him with provender for his horfes, and
with a great number of beafts for facrifice; and the
Lefbians fent him wine and other “provifions for the
many great entertainments which he made.  Yet in the
midit of all this, he efcaped not without cenfure, occa-
fioned either by the malice of his enemies, or by his
own mifconduct. For it 1s faid, that one Diomedes, an
Athenian, a good man, and a friend to Alcibiades, paf-
fionately defiring to obtain the victory at the Olympick
games, and having heard much of a chariot which be-
longed to the ftate at Argos, where he had obferved that
Alcibiades had great power and many friends, he pre-
vailed with him to buy the chariot for him. " Alcibiades
did indeed buy it, butthen claimed itfor hisewn, leav-
ing Diomedes to rage at him, and to call upon Gods and
men to bear witnefs of the injuftice.. There was a fuit
at law commenced upon this occafion; and there is yet
extant an oration concerning a chariot, written by Ifo-
crates in defence of Alcibiades, thena youth. But there
the plaintiff: in the action' is named Tifias, and not
Diomedes. _ ‘ :

As foon as he applied himfelf to the affairs of go-
vernment, which was when he was very young, he
quickly leflened the credit of all who pretended to lead
the people, except Pheeax the fon of Erafiftratus, and
‘Nicias ‘the fon of Niceratus, who alone durft contend
with him. Nicias was advanced in years, and efteemed
an excellent General ; but Pheeax as well as Alcibiades
was but beginning to grow in reputation. -~ He was de-
fcended of noble anceftors, but was inferior to Alci-
biades; as in many other things, fo principally in elo-
quence. ~ He had an eafy perfuafive' manner of fpeaking
in private converfation, but could not maintain a de-
bate before the peeple; or as Eupolis faid of him, “ He
“could talk well, but was not a good orator.” Thereis
extant an oration written againft Pheeax and Alcibiades,
wherein, amongft other things, it is faid, that Alcibiades
daily ufed at his table many gold and filver veffels,
which belonged to the commonwealth, as if they had
been his own, L L ¥ :

T here.
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There was one Hyperbolus, of ‘the ward of the Peri-
thoides, (whora Thucydides mentions as a very bad mar)
who furnifhed matter of fatire to all the writers of co-
medy in that age. But he ‘was unconcerned at the
worft things they could fay, and being carelefs of glory,
he was alfo infenfible of fhame. There .are fome who
call this boldnefs and courage, whereas it is indeed
impudence and madnefs. He was liked by no body,
yet the people made a frequent ufe of him, when they
had a mind to difgrace or calumniate any perfons in

authority. At this time the people by his perfuafions

were ready to proceed to pronounce the fentence of ten
years banifhment, which they called Oftracifm. This
was a way they made ufe of ‘to deprefs-and drive out of
the city fzch perfons, as exceeded the reft in credit and
power, therein confulting their envy rather than their
fear. And when at this time there was no doubt but
that the Oftracifim would fall upon one of thofe three,
Alcibiades contrived to unite their feveral factions; and
communicating his project to Nicias, he turned the fen-
tence upon Hyperbolus himfelf. Others fay, that it was
not with Nicias but Phoeax that he confulted, and that
by the help of his party he procured the banifhment of
Hyperbolus himfelf, when he fufpected nothing lefs.
For never any mean or obfcure perfon fell under that
punithment before that time; which gave occafion to
Plato the comick poet, tofpeak thus of Hyperbolus,

His crimes indeed, deferv’dihe fate be bore
Condemn’d to wander from bis native fbore ,
Zet fure, 10 fuch abafe degen’rate flave
The Shell not punifbment but honour gave,
That mark for dangerous eminence defign’d
I fuits awretch of fuch a grovelling mind.

But we have in another place given a fuller account of
all that hiftory has delivered down to us of this mat-

ter (7). '
Alcibiades was not lefs difturbed at the reputation

_which Nicias had gained amongft the enemies of Athens,

than

(7) Tn thelives of Ariftides and Nicias. 2 :
G4 (?) After
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than at the honours which the Athenians themfelves paid
to him. -For though the rights of hofpitality had long
fubfifted between the family of Alcibiadesand the Lace-
demonians, and though he took particular care of -fuch
of them as were made prifoners at the fort of Pylos 5 yet
after they had obtained. a peace and the reftitution of
the captives by the procurement of Nicias, they began
to refpet him above all others. And it wascommenly
faid in Greece, that the war was begun by Pericles, and
that Nicias made an end of it; and therefore this peace
as being his work, was by moft men called the Nician
peace. Alcibiades was extremely troubled at this, and
out of envy to Nicias fet himfelf to break the league,
Firft theretore obferving that the Argives, out of jealoufy
and hatred of the Lacedemoniars, fought for an occafion
to break with them, he gave them a fecret aflurance of
a league offenfive and defenfive with Athens. And tranf-
acting as well in perfon as by letters, with thofe who
had moft authority amongft the people, he encouraged
them neither to fear the Lacedemonians, nor fubmit to
them, but to betake themfelves to the Athenians, who,
if they would wait but a little while, would repent of
the peace, and foon put anend to it. And afterwards,
when the Lacedemonians had made a league with the
Beotians, and had not delivered up Panactum to the Atke-
nians entire, as they ought to have done by the treaty;
but defaced and ruined, which gave great offence to the
people of-Athens, Alcibiades laid hold of that-opportu-
nity to exafperate them more highly. He exclaimed
fiercely apainft Nicias, and accufed him of many thipgs
which feemed probable enough; as that when he was
General, he would not feize upon thofe men who were
deferted by the enemy’s army, (8) and left in the ifle
of Sphacteria ; and that when they were afterwards made
prifoners by others, he procured their releafe; and fene

then:

(8) After the Lacedzmonians
had loft the forirefs of Pylos in
Meflenia, they left in the ifle of
Sphaéteria, which lay over-againft
it at the mouth of the haven, a
garrifos of 320 men, befidesHelots

under the command of Epitadas the
fon of Molobrus. Nicias neglefted
making himfelf mafter of thatiflz
during the time he was General ;
butCleon,who in conjuntionwith
Demofthenes fucceeded him inthe

comupand
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them back, only that he might ingratiate himfelf with the
Lacedmonians ; that he would not make ufe of hiscredit
with them, to prevent their entering into this confederacy
with the Beeotians, and Corinthians ; and yet, on the other
fide when any of the Grecians were inclined to enter into

-analliance with the Athenians, he hindered the league from
being formed, if the Lacedemonians were not pleafed
with it. ‘

It happened at the very time when Nicias was by thefe
arts brought into difgrace with the people, that ambaffa-
dors arrived from Lacedemon, who at their firft coming,
faid what feemed very fatisfactory, declaring that they
had full power to adjuft all their differences upon equal
terms. ‘The council received their propofitions, and the
people was to aflemble on the morrow to give them au-
dience. (9) Alcibiades was very apprehenfive of this, and
contrived to have a fecret conference with the ambafladors,
When they were met, he faid, *“Whatis it you intend,
¢ Spartans ? Canyou be ignorant, that the council always
“““ behave with moderation and refpect towards ambaffa-
““ dors, but that the people are haughty, and affe¢t great
“ things ? So that if you let themknow what full powers
# your comriflion gives you, they will prefs you to yield
« to unreafonable conditions. Quit therefore thisindifcreet
¢ method, if you expect to obtain equal terms from the
“ Athenians, and would not have things extorted from you
¢ contrary to your inclination ; treat with the people with-
“ out owning that youare plenipotentiaries, and I will be
“ready to aflift you, as being veryzealous to ferve the La-
“ cedemonians,” When he had faid thus, he gave themhis
oath for the performance of what he promifed ; and by this -
way drew them from Nicias to rely entirely upon himfelf,
and to admire him as. a perfon extraordinary for wifdom
and dexterity in affairs. The next day, when the pecple
were affembled, and the ambafladors introduced, Alci-

biades
command of thearmy, got poflef- be releafed. A
fionafter a long difpute, wherein  (9) He wasafraid left the people
feveral of the garrifon were flain, fhould come to an agreement with _
_and the relt made prifoners, and the Lacedzmonians, andrejeét the
X fent to Athens. Among thofe Argivealliance, whichwould have

_prifoners, were 120 Spartans, brcken all his meafures.
whom Nicias got afterwards to © o rysTFhat
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biades with great civility demanded of them with what
powers they were come? They anfwered, that they were
not come as plenipotentiaries. Inﬁantly upon that,
Alcibiades with a loud voice (as though he had I’CCCIVCd
and not done the wrong) began to call ‘them faithlefs
and inconftant, and to fhow that {fuch men could not
poflibly come with a purpofe to fay or do any thing
lmt was fincere. The council was highly incenfed, the
people werein a rage; and Nicias, who knew nothmg
of the deceit and the 1mpo{’cure was in the greateft con-
fufion imaginable, being equally furprized and afhamed
at fuch a change in the men. = So that the Lacedzmo-
nian ambafladors were utterly rejected, and Alcibiades
was declared General, who prefently drew the Argives,
the Elians, and thofe of Mantinea, into a confederacy
with the Athenians.

No man commended the method by which Alcibiades
effected all this, yet it was a great ftroke of politicks,
thus to divide and fhake almoft all Pelopennefus, and to
pring together fo many men in arms againft the Lace-
demonians in oneday before (1) Mantinea ; thereby re-
moving the war and the danger {o far from the fron-
tier of the Athemans that even fuccefs would profit
the enemy but ljttle, fhould they be conquerors ; 1
whereas if they were defeated, Sparta itfelf was hardly
fafe.

(2) After this battle at Mantinea, the officers of the
army of the Argives attempted to - deftroy the popular
government in Argos, and make themfelves mafters of
the city ; and this they effeCted by the affiftance of the
Laceda:mofnans But the people took arms again ; and

having gained fome advantage, Alcibiades came to their
aid,

(1) That battle was fought
near three years after the conclu-
fion of the treaty with Argos.

(2) They took advantage of the
conﬁernatlon the people of Ar-
‘gos were in after the lofs of that
battle; for they juftly concluded
that they would be fo muchdifpi-
sited as notto be jn a condition to

J

oppofe thems The Lacedzmoni-
ans fupported them in their tinder-
taking, from a perfuafion that
they themfelves fhould foon be
afters of Argos, if they could
?ncé abolith the popular govern-
ent, and eftablifh an ariftocracy.
(5) Cecrops had three daugh-
ters, Agraulos, Herfe, andPand{{o-
os
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aid, and made their vi¢tory compleat. Then he per-
fuaded them to build long walls, and by that means to
join their city to the fea, that fo at all times they might
more fecurely receive fuccour from the Athenians; To
this purpofe he procured them many mafons and ftone-
cutters from Athens,and in all things fhewed the greateft
zeal for their fervice, and thereby gained no lefs honour
and power to himflf, than to the commonwealth of
Athens. He alfo perfuaded the Patrenfians to join their
city to the fea, by lengthening their’ walls; and when
they were warned, that the Acthenians would fwallow
them up at laft, Alcibiades anfwered, “ Poflibly it may
“be fo, but it will be by little and little, and beginning at
¢ the feet ; whereas the Lacedemonians will begin at the
« head, and devour youallat once.” He alfo advifed the
Athenians to exercife their power at land, and often put
the young men in mind (3) of the oath which they had
taken in the temple of Agraulos, and excited them tothe
effeual performance of it ; for there they were wont
to fwedr, that they would repute wheat and barley, and
vines and olives to be the limits of Attica ; by which
they were taught to claim a title to all lands .that were
fanured and fruitful. © * 77 " ™ :

But to'thefe great political talents, to this wifdom
and eloquence, he joined exorbitant luxury in his eat-
ing and drinking and amours, vaft profufion ‘in his
“expences, ‘and an exceflive gaiety and effeminacy in his
drefs. He wore a long purple robe, which dragged
after him as he went through the market-place. He
caufed the planks of his galley to be cut away, that fo
he might lie the {ofter, his bed not being placed on the
boards, but hanging upon girths.  And his fhield,

which

fos. During the war between the
Athenians and the inhabitants of
Eleufis, the Athenians confulted
the Oracle of Apolio, who anfwer-
ed that the event would be un-
profperous to them unlefs fome
one among them devoted himfelf
for his country. As faon asthisan-
fwer was made publick, Agraulos

flung herfelf headlong from the
citadel, and by her death procured
the victory. for”her grandfather
Erechtheus. In memory of thishe-
roica&ion, the Athenians confe-
crated'to Agraulosa wood and tem-
ple at the entrance into the citadel,
andordained that for the future be-

“forethey fetout npon any expediti-

on,
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which was richly gilded, (4) had not the ufual enfigns of
the Athenians, but a Cupid holding a thunderbolt in his
hand was reprefented uponit. The principal men of the
city obferved thefe things with the higheft indignation,
and were afraid of his diffolute manners, and infolent
contempt of the laws, as things monftrous in themfelves,
and tending to a change of the government. Arifto-
phanes has well exprefled in what manner the people
ttood affetted towards him, .

They bate bim, yet they Iove and court bim tos.

And inanother place he fatirizes him more feverely by
the following allufion ,

Yes, fons of Athens, you fbould firft take care

For your own fakes to breed no lion there ;

But if by chance a lion fbould be bred,

*Tis your next work to bave bim footh'd and fed.
The truth is, his liberalities, his publick fhows, and
other inftances of his munificence to the people (which
rothing could exceed) the glory of his anceftors, the

force of his eloquence, the lovelinefs of his perfon, his

on, 2ll the youth fhould be obliged
totake in that wood the oath men-
tioned here by Plutarch, and which
was 2 fort of devoting themfelves
for the good of their country.

(4) The ufual enfigns of the
Athenians, were Minerva, the owl,
and the olive ; for in the earlieft
ages, private-perfons and cities
had their particular enfigns, or as
they are now called arms, which
were properly the emblems either
of their original, their actions, or
inclinations. None but people of
figureand reputation in the world
were allowed to bear thefe arms,
and thefe devices. The fhields
worn by the common foldierswere
all f{mooth and white ; for which
reafon ZEfchylus calls the Theban
troops, Asixzomir Azor, “ The
¢ people with white thields.” Virgil

ftrength

fpeaking of a Prince, who had ne~
ver performed any exploit, expref-
fes it “ Parmaque inglorius alba,”
upon which the reader may fee
the notes of Servius. I did not
fpeak improperly when I called
thefe arms devices, for there are
inftances of what we call devices
among the ancients. We meet
with feveral in one of Afchylus’s
tragedies; Capaneus bore on his
fhield the figure of a naked man

* holding a torch in his hard, with

this motto, frprow s e, “1 will
‘ burn the city.” Eteocles bore on

his 2 foldier fealing a tower, with

this motto *“ in fpite of Mars him-~
“ felf ;” and Polinices’s thield had
on it a man in golden armour, and

Juftice marching before, and con-

dutting him, with this motto, * I
“ will replace himon the throne.”

(5) This
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ftrength of body joined with his great courage and ex-
traordinary knowledge in military affairs, prevailed
upon the Athenians to endure patiently his exceffes, to
indulge many things to him, and to give the fofteft
names to his faults, attributing them only to his viva-
city and good-nature. . (5) He kept Agotharcus the pain-
ter a prifoner, till he had painted his whole houfe, but
then difmifled him with a reward. He publickly ftruck
Taureas, who exhibited certain fhows in oppofition to
him, and contended with him for the prize. He took
to himfelf one of the captive (6) Melian women, and
had a fon by lier, whom he took care to educate. This
the Athenian ftiled great humanity ; and yet he was the
principal caufe of the flaughter of all the inhabitants
of theifle of Melos, who were of age to bear arms, by
fpeaking in favour of that cruel (4) decree.” When
Ariftophon the painter had drawn Nemea the courtezan,
fitting and holding Alcibiades in her arms, the multitude
feemed pleafed with the piece, and thronged to fee it ; but
the graver fort were highly offended, and looked on thefe
things as infults upon the laws, and as fo many fteps
towards afluming arbitrary power.. So that it was not

' iil

(5) This p;inter had been fa-

miliar with Alcibiades’s miftrefs ;
and Alcibiades having caught him
in the fa&, by way of punithinent
kept him prifoner till he had
painted his whole houfe for him.
Demofthenes touches upon this
_adventure in his fpeech againft
Midias. .

(6) The ifle of Melos, one of
the Cyclades, and a golony of La-
cedzmon, refufed to {ubmit to the
Athenians, who therefore fent Al-
cibiades againft it with fix and
<hirty fhips, and’three thoufand
imen, the laft year of the goth O-
lympiad. Alcibiades only blocked
4p the town .with thefe forces,
but Philocrates the fon of Eude-
nus_arsiving the year foilowing
.én the begianing of the winter

with new fupplies from Athens,
the Melians furrendered at difcre-
tion. The Athenians put to the
fword all thofe that were of age
to bear arms, and carried the wo-
men and children prifoners to
Athens. Thucyd. lib. 5.

v (7) Thucidydes, who has givea
us an account of this flaughter of
the Melians, makes no mention
of the decree. Perhaps he was
willing to have it buried in fi-
lence, as a thing difhonourdbie
to his country, and would have
pofterity confider that barbarous
a&ion as the effe of a fudden
tranfport in forces, who had been
provoked to it by the long and
obttinate cefiftance of the Me=
lians,

(5) Pericles
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ill faid by Archeftratus, that Greece could not bear two
Alcibiades. Once when Alcibiades fucceeded well in an
oration which he made, and the whole affembly attended
upon him to do him honour, T'imon, furnamed the Man-
hater, would not pafs flightly by him, nor avoid him
as he did others, but purpofely met him, and taking
him by the hand, faid, “ Go on boldly my fon, mayeit
<« thou encreafe in credit with the people; for thou
“ wilt one day bring them calamities enough.” Some
that were prefent laughed at the faying, and fome re-
proached Timon ; but there were others upon whom it
made a deep impreflion; fo various was the judgment
which was made of him, by reafon of the inequality of
his manners.

The Athenians in the life-time of Pericles, had caft a
longing eye upon Sicily, but did not attempt any thin
in %elftio?l 'cop it, (8)}{111 after his deagh.P Fo¥ theng,
under pretence of aiding their confederates, they fent”
fuccours upon all occafions to thofe who were oppref
fed by the Syracufans, and thereby made way for the
fending over a greater force.  But Alcibiades was the
perfon who inflamed this defire of theirs to the height,
and prevailed with them no longer to ‘proceed fecretly
in their defign, and by little and little, but to fend
out a great fleet, and undertake at once to make them-
{elves mafters of the ifland. Thus he poffefled the
people with great hopes, whilft he himfelf had much
greater 5 ‘and the conqueft of Sicily, which was the ut-
moft bound of their ambition, was but the beginning
of thofe things which he thought of. ~ Nicius endea-
voured to divert the people from this expedition, by
reprefenting to them, that the taking of Syracufe would
be a work of great difficulty. But Algibiades dreamed

- of

" (8) Pericles during his life had
prevented the Athenians from en-
gaging in any of thefe extrava-
gant projetts.  He died the laft
year of the &7th Olympiad, in
the 3d year of the Peloponnefian
war. ‘T'wo years after this, the

Acthenians fent {ome {hips to Rhe-

I

gium, to the fuccour ofthe Leon-
tines, who were attacked by the
Syracufans. ‘The year following
they fent fill a greater number ;
and two years after that thef‘
fitted out another fleet of a greater
force than the former; but the
Sicilians having put an cndP to -

their
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of nothing lefs than the conqueft of Carthage and Libyia,
and by the acceflion of thefe, fancied hxmfelf already
mafter of Italy and Peloponnefus ; fo that he feemed to
look upon Sicily as little more than a magazine for the
war. The young men were foon elated with thefe
hopes,and hearkened gladly to thofe of riper years, who
told them ftrange things of this expedition; fo that you
might fee great numbers fitting in the places of exer-
cife, fome defcribing the figure of the ifland, and others
the fituation of Libyia and Carthage. But it is faid, that
Socrates -the philofopher, and Meton the a&ronomer
never hoped for any good to the commonwealth from
this war: the one (as it is probable) prefaging what
would enfue, by the afliftance of his Demon, who con-
verfed with him familiarly; and the other enther upon
a rational confideration of the projed, or by making
ufe of the art of divination, was become fearful of. the '
fuccefs: and therefore diffembling mednefs, he caught
up a burning torch, and feemed as if he would.have
fetlis own houfe on fire. = Others report that he did
not pretend to be mad, but that fecretly in the night
he fet his houfe on fire, and the next morning befought
the people, that for his comfort after fuch a calamity,
they would fpare his fon from the expedition. By which
artifice he deceived his fellqw-cmzens, and obtained of
them what he defired.

Nicias, much againit. his will, was appointed Genc-
ral together with Alcibiades ; for he endeavoured..to
avoid the command, as dlﬂlkmg his collegue.  But
the Athenians thought the war would proceed more
profperoufly, if they did not fend Alcibiades free from
all reftraint, but tempered his heat with the caution of
Nicias. This t ey chofc the rather to do, becaufe La-
] machus

their divifions, and united them-

and laid a'heavy fine upon Eury-
{elves in their common defence,

medon : fo infatuated were they

by the advice of Hermocrates, the
fleet was fent back, and the A-
thenians were fo enraged at their
generals for not havmg conquered
Sicily, that they banifhed two of
them. Pythodorus and Sophocles,

by their profperity, which had

-made them flatter themfelves, that

they were irrefiftible, that they
could as well effe things of the

- greateft difficulty as thofe that

were the moft eafy, and fucceed
as
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machus the third General, though he was in his declin~
ing years, yet in feveral battles had appeared no lefs
hot and rath than Alcibiades himfelf. When they be-
gan to deliberate concerning the number of forces, and
the manner of making the neceffary provifions, Nicius
made another attempt to oppofe the defign, and to
prevent the war ; but Alcibiades contradifted him, and -
carried his point with the people. And one Demo-
ftratus, an orator, propofing to them, that they (hould
give the generals abfolute power, both as to the great-
nefs of the preparations, and the management of the
war, it was prefently decreed fo. But juft when all
things were prepared for the voyage, many unluck
omens appeared. At that very time (g) the feaft of
Adonis happened, in which thé women were ufed to
expofe in all parts of the city, images refembling dead
men carried out to their burial, and to reprefent fu-
neral folemnities by their lamentations and mournful
fongs. The maiming al{o of the (1) images of Mercury,
moft of which in one night had their faces broken, ter-
rified many perfons who were wont to defpife things of
that nature. It was given out, that this was done by
the Corinthians, for the fake of the Syracufans, who were
a colony of theirs, in hopes that the Athenians, obferv-
ing fuch, prodigies, might be induced todefift from the
war.  Yet this report gained not any credit with the
people; nor did they regard the opinion of thofe who
thought there was nothing ominous in the matter, and
that it was only an extravagant action, committed by
fome wild young men coming from a debauch; but
they were both enraged and terrified at the thing,
: imagining

as well with a few fhips as with
a numerous fleet.

{9) Venus was fo aflitedat the
deathof Adonis, that the heathens,
in teftimony of their devotion
for that goddefs, eMublifhed a cer-
tain feaft at the beginning of the
fummer, wherein they comme-
sorated the death of that favour-
ite. ~ All" the cities put them-

felves in nﬁmming on that occa-
fion ; coffins were expofed at eve-
ry door, the ftatugs of Venus'and
Adonis were borne in proceflion
with certain veffels filled with
earth, in which they had with

-great care raifed corn, herbs, and

lettuce, and thefe cifterns were
called ¢ the gardens of Adonis.”
Lettuce had a place in this fo-

lemnity,
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imagining it to proceed from a confpiracy of perfons,
who defigned fome great commotions in the ftate.  And
therefore both the council, and the affembly of* the peo
ple, which upon this occafion was held frequently, in
a few days fpacc examined diligently every thing that
might adminifter ground for fufpicion. During this ex
amination, Ahdrocles, one of the Demagogues, pro’
duced certain flaves and ftrangers before them, who
accufed Alcibiades, and fome of his friends, of defacing
other images in the fame manner, and of having pro-
fanely acted the facred myfteries at a drunken meet-
ing, wherein one Theodorus reprefented the herald,
Polition the torch-bearer, and Alcibiades the chief prieft,
while the reft of his companions attended, as perfons
initiated in the holy myfteries. Thefe were the mat-
ters contained in the-accufation which Theflalus, the
fon of Cimon, exhibited againft Alcibiades, for his impi-
ous mockery of the goddefles Ceres and Proferpine. The
people were highly exafperated and enraged againft Al-
cibiades upon th's accufation, which being aggravated
by Androcles the moft malicious of all his enemies, at
firlt gave him great uncafinefs. But when he perceived
that all the feamen defigned for Sicily were fond of him,
and that at the fame time the forces of the Argives and
the Mantineans, which confifted of a thoufand men,
openly declared that they had undertaken this tedious
maritime expedition for the fake of Alcibiades, and that
if he was ill ufed, they would all prefently be gone, he
recovered his .courage, and became eager to make ufe
of the prefent opportunity for juftifying himfelf. At
thishis enemies were again difcouraged, as fearing ;lc}:]i’c
the

lemnity, becaufe they pretended
that the dead body of Adanis was
by Venus laid out upon a bed of
lettuce. Thefe feftivals were not
only folemnized at Athens, but
throughout all Greece, in the ifles
and in Egypt. We find alfo that
the Jews imitated thefe rites ;
Ezek. cap. 8. v. 14. “and behold
“ there fat women weeping for
“ Tammuz,” that is Adonis. When
Vou, 1L

the fealt was over, they threw the
gardensint » the fea, orinto fome
Tiver.

(1) The Athenians had ftatues
of Mercury at the doors of their
houfes made of flones of a “cu-
bical form, to denote their fo-
lidity of reafon and the. ftabili-
ty of truth, which, howfoever
turned are always fixed and uni-

form.
H () A
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the people fhould be more gentle towards him in their
{entence, by reafon of the prefent occafion which they had
or his fervice. Therefore, to obviate this mifchief, they
contrived that fome other orators, whodid not appear to
be enemies to Alcibiades, but really hated him no lefs
than thofe who avowed themfelves to be fo, fhould ftand
up in the aflembly, and fay, “that it was a very abfurd
“ thing, that one who was created General of fuch an ar-
“ my with abfolute power, after his troops were com-
¢ pleated, and the confederates were arrived, fhould lofe
“ the prefentopportunity, whilft the people were chufing
“ his judges by lot, end appointing times for the hearing
“ of thecaufe. Therefore faid they, let him fail immedi-
“ ately (and may gocd fortune attend him ; but when the
‘“ war isatan end, then let him appear and make his de-
¢ fence according to the laws.”
. But Alcibiades {oon ‘perceived the malice of this delay,
and appearing in the aflembly, reprefented to them, “that
“ it was a very grievous thing to him, tobe fent forth with
« the command of fo great an army, when he lay under
“ fuch accufations and calumnies, that hedeferved to die,
¢ ifhe could not clear himfelfof the crimesobjected tohim.
¢ But when he had anfwered the accufations, and proved
“ his innocence, he fhould then chearfully apply himfelf
“ to the war, as ftanding no longer in fear of falfe accu-
“ fers.” But he could net prevail with the people, who
commanded him to fail immediately. So he departed to-
gether with the other generals, having with him near 2
hundred and forty galleys, five thoufand one hundred
heavy-armed foldiers, and about one thoufand three hun-
dred archers, flingers, and light-armed men; and all
the other provifions were anfwerable, and every way
compleat..
- Aurriving on the coaft of Italy, he landed at Rhegium,
and there propofed his advice in what manner they fhould
manage the war. He was oppofed by Nicias; but La-
machus being of his opinion, they failed from Sicily
forthwith, and took Catana. ‘That was all which was
done while he was there; for he was foon after re-
called by the Athenians, to take his trial, At firft, (as
A we
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we before faid) there were only fome flight fufpicions
offered againft Alcibiades, and accufations by certain
flaves and ftrangers. But afterwards in his abfence
his énemies attacked him more fiercely, and in “their
accufation joined the breaking the images with the pro-
phanation of the holy myfteries, as if both had been
committed in purfuance of the fame confpiracy for chang-
ing the government. Thereupon the people imiprifon-
ed all that were accufed, without diftinction, and with~
out hearing them, and repented exceedingly, that hav-
ing fuch pregnant evidence, they had not immediately
brought Alcibiades to his triel, and- given judgment a-
gainft him.  And if any of'his friends or acquaintance
tell into the peoples hands, whilft they were in this fury,
they were fure to be ufed very feverely. Thucydides
has omitted to name his accufers; but others mention
Dioclides and Teucer : amongft who is Phrynichus the
comic poet, who introduces one fpeaking thus: '

Dear Hermes, of a fecond fall take beed

A fecond Dioclides will fucceed,

Not your's alone will be the dire difgrace
We'reall undone, if you fbould [cratch your face.

T'o which he makes Mercury return this anfwet :

Be not concerw’d my friendy you fball not fee
Such rogues as T'eucer ever thrive by me. :

The truth is, his accufers alledged nothing that was cet-
tain againft him. One of them being atked, “ How he
“ knew the men who defaced the images ? faid, He faw
“ them by the light of the moon;” in which he was
grofly miftaken ; for it was juft rew moon when the
fa&t was committed. This made 2ll men of underftand-
ing cry out upon the thing as a contrivance; but the
people were as eager as ever to recgive further accufa.
tions ; nor was their firft heat 3t all abated, but they in-
ftantly fetzed and imprifoned every one that was ac-
cufed. Amongft thofe who were detained in prifon in or-
der to their trials, was Andocides the orator, whom the
Inftorian Hellanicus reports to be defcended from Ulyfles.

< y s H 2 = H‘:
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He.was always looked upon as an enemy to the popu-
lar government, and a favourer of oligarchy. What
chiefly caufed him to be fufpetted of defacing the ima-
ges, was that the great Mercury, which was placed near
his houfe, and was an ancient monument of the tribe
of Ageides, was almoft the only ftatue, of all the re-
markable ones, which remained entire. For this rea-
fon it is now c'zllcd the Murcury of Andocides; all men
giving it that name, though. the infcription ewdentlv
{hows the contrary. Among others who were pnforers
upon the fame account, was one Timaus, a perfon not
equal to Andocides in quality, but very extraordmary
both for parts and boldnefs; with him Ardocides cor-
tratted a particular agquamtance and friendthip. He per-
fuaded Andocides to accufe himfelf and fome few others
of this crime, urging to him “ that upon his confeflion,
“ he would be fecurc of his pardon, by the decree of
¢ the people, whereas the event of judgment is uncer-
“ tain toall men; but to great perfons, as he was meft
“ terrible. So that it was better for him, if he regarded
“ himfelf, to fave his life by a falfity, than to fufferan in-
“ famous. death, ds one really guilty of thecrime. And
“if he had a regard to the public good, it was com-
“ mendable to facrifice a few fufpected men, and by that
“ means to refcue many excellent perfons from the fury
¢ of the people.” The argument ufed by Timzus fo far
prevailed upon Andocides, as to make him accufe himfelf
and fome others ; and thcreupon, according to the decree
of the people, he obtained his pardon ; and all the per-
fons who were named by him, (except fome few who
faved themfelves by flight) {uffered death. To gain the
greater credit to his information, he accufed his own
fervants amongft others. But notwithftanding this,
the peoples anger was not appeafed ; and belng now
no longer diverted by thofe who had violated the
images, they were at leifure to pour out their whole
rage upon Alcibiades. And in conclufion, they fent the
galley called the Salammlan, to recal him. But they
prudently

(z) All the mvﬁery in thofe lay in expofing to view certain
ceremoeies, and in that initiation, things, which were ufually con-
cealed,
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prudently commanded thofe that were fent not to
ufe violence, nor to feize upon his perfon, but to ad-
drefs themfelves to him in the mildeft terms, requir-
ing him to follow them to Athens, in order to take
his trial,’ and make his defence before the people : for
indeed they feared a mutiny and a fedition in the army
in an enemy’s country, which it would have been eafy
for Alcibiades to effect, if he had pleafed ; for the fol-
diers were difpirited upon lis departure, expe&mg for
the future tedious delays, and that the war would be in-
dolently protratted by Nicias, when Alcibiades, who was
the {pur to action, was taken away. For though Lama-
chus was a foldier :md a man of courage, yet being poor, he
wanted authority and refpect in the army. Alcibiades, juft
upon his departure, prevented Meflina from falling into the
hands of the Athenians, There were fome in that city,
who were upon the point of delivering it up; but he know-
ing the perfons, difcovered them to fome friends of the Sy-
racufans, and thereby defeated the whole contrivance.
When he arrived at Thuria, he went on fhore, apnd con-
cealing himfelf there, efcaped thofe who fearched after
him. But to one who knew him, and afked him, “If
*“ he durft not truft his native country ?” he made anfwer
“Yes I dare truft her for all other things; but when,
*¢ the matter concerns my life, I will not truﬁ my mother,
“left fhe fhould miftake, ard unw aringly throw in a
“black bean inftead of a white one.” When after wards he
was told, that the affembly had pronounced judgment
of death againft him, he anfwered, “T will TGI\C them
# fenfible that I'am yet alive,”
6 The information agamft him was concgived in this
orm.
“Theflalus, the fon of Cimon, of the ward of Laciades,
“ doth accufe Alcibiades, the fon of Clinias, of the ward
“ of Scambonides, of having offended the goddefles Ceres
“and Proferpine, by reprefenting in derifion the holy
myﬁerxes, and fhowing them to his companions in his
“own houfe : where (2) being habited in fuch robes asare

“ ufed by the chief pneﬁ when he fhews the holy things,
’ (2 he

cealed, and which the Latins called Cereris Mundum. ,
‘ H 3 (3) Eumol~
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“he named himfelf the chief prieft, Polition the torch-
“ bearer, and Theodorus, of the ward of Phegea, thehe-
“rald, and faluted the reft of his company as priefts and
“nitiated perfons. All which was done contrary to the
“laws and inflitutions of the (3) Eumolpides, and of the
“priefts and other officers of the holy myfteries of the
“temple at Eleufis.” He was condemned upon his not
appearing, his eftate was confifcated, and it was decreed,
that all the priefts and prieftefles fhould folemnly curfe
him. But one of them, Theano, the daughter of Menon,
of the ward of Agraulos, is faid to have oppofed that
part of the decree, faying, “ That her holy office obliged,

¢ her to make prayers, but not execrations.”
Alcibiades lying under thefe heavy decrees and fen-
tences, when firft he fled from Thuria, pafled over into
Peloponnefus, and remained fome time at Argos. But
being there in fear of his enemies, and fecing himfelf
utterly rejected by his native country, he fent to the
Opartans, defiring their protection, and affuring them,
that he would make them amends by his future fer-
vices for all the mifchief he had done them while he
was their enemy.  The Spartans giving him the fecu-
rity he defired, he went thither chearfully, and was
well received. At his firft. coming he prevailed upon
them without faither delay to fend fuccours to the Sy-
racufans ; and he quickened and excited them fo, *(4)
that they forthwith difpatched Gylippus into Sicily at the
head of an army, utterly to deftroy the forces which
the Athenians had in Sicily. Another thing which ke
perfuaded them to do, was to make war alfo upon the
Athenians on the fide of Peloponnefus. But the third
thing, and the moft important of all the reft, was to
make them fortify Decelea, which above all other
things

{3) Eumolpus was the firft that
digefted and fettled thofe myfte-
ries of Ceres, for which reafon
the fuperintendency of them was
always referved to him and his
defcendants ; and ix failure of

thofe defcendants, they wha fuc-.

ceeded in the fun@ion, were not-
withftanding called Eumolpides.
(45 The reader may find in
Thucydides, the fpeech Aleibiades
made in full council to the Lace~
dxmonians, to induce them to affift

the Sicilians, to attack Athens,

4
a4y
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things ftreightened and diftrefled the commonwealth of
Athens. : . ’ ;
As Alcibiades gained efteem by the fervices which he
rendered to the publick, fo ke was no lefs refpected for
his manner of living in private, whereby he wholly cap-
tivated the people. For, he conformed himfelf intirely
to the Spartan cuftoms ; fo that thofe who faw that he
was fhaved clofe to the fkin, that he bathed in cold wa-
ter, fed upon a coarfe cake, and ufed their black broth,
would have doubted, or rather could not have believed,
that he ever had a cook in his houfe, had ever fcen a
petfumer, or had worn a robe of Milefian purple. For
he had, as it is faid, this peculiar talent and art,
whereby he gained upon all men, that he could pre-
{ently conform himfelf to their fathions and way of liv-
ing, more eafily than a chamalion can change his co-
lours.  For there is one colour, which, they fay, the
chamelion cannot affume; that is the white; "but Alci-
biades, whether he converfed with debauched or virtu-
aus perfons, was flill capable of imitating and. comply-
ing with them. At Sparta, he was diligent at his exer-
cifes, frugal, and referved. In Ionia he was luxurious,
frolickfome, and lazy. InThrace he was always drink-
ing, or on horfeback. And when he tranfadted with
Thifaphernes, the King of Perfia’s Lieutenant, he exceed-
ed the Perfians themielves in magnificence and pomp.
Not that his natural difpofition changed fo eafily, nor
that his manners were o very variable; but being fen-’
{ible that if he purfued his own inclimations he might
give offence to thofe with whom he had occafion to
-converfe, he therefore transformed himfelf into fuch
{hapes, and took up fuch fathions, as he obferved to
be moft agreeable to them. So that at Lacedemon, ifa’
man judged by the outward appearance, he would fay

K

and fortify Decelea. That fortrefs
made the Lacedzmonians mafters
of the country, infomuch that the
Athenians were deprived of the
profits that accrued to them from
their filver mines at Laurium,
aor could they gather rents, or

fevy fines upon their demefnes
or receive allittance from their
neighbours. Befides Decelea be-
came a receptacle ‘for all the
'maleconsents. and abettors of the
Spartags - It was fortified in the’
laft year of the gth Olpmpiad.

H 4 (5) This
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of him, according to the proverb, “ This is not the fon of
« Achilles, but Achilles himfelf,” and would have.imagin-
ed he had been brought up in the auftere dlfmplmf' of
Lycurgus. Buthe that Jooked more nearly intohis man-
ners, would cry out in the words of the poct,

Still the fame woman that fbe ever was (5).

For while King Agis was ablent, and abroad with the
army, he corrupted his wife Timza, and got her with
child. . Nor did fhe deny it; for when fhe was brought
to-bed of a fon, though fhe called him in publick Leo-
tychides, yet among her confidants and attendants, fhe
would whifper that his name ought to be Alcibiades
to fuch a degree was fhe tranfported by her paflion for
him. But he, on the other fide, would fay in fport,
lie had not done this out of revenge or luft, but that his
race might onc day come to reign over the Lacedzmo-
nians.- There were many who' acquainted Agis with
thefe things; but the time itfelf gave the greateﬁ con-
firmation to the ftory. For Agis being frightened with
an carthquake, fled out of bed from his wife, and for
ten months after mever lay with her; and therefore
Leotychides being born after thofe ten months, he would
not acknowledge him for his fon, which was the reafon
that at laft he never came to the kingdom.

After the defeat which the Athenians received in Sicily,
ambaffadors were difpatched to Sparta, at once from Chi-
os, and Lefbos, and Cyzicum, to fignify their purpofe of
deferting the interefts of the Athenians. ‘The Baotians

nterpofed in favour of the Lefbians, and Pharnabazus in-
terefted himfelf for the Cyzicenians; but the Lacedemo-
nians, at the perfuafion of Alcibiades, choft to affift thofe
of Chios before all others. He himfelf alfo went in:
ftantly to fea, and procured almoft all Joma to revolt
at once ; and joining himfelf to the Laccd®monian gene-
rals, did great mifchief to the Athenians. But Agis was
his enemy, hating him for having difhonoured his wife,
which he refented highly, and alfo not being able to

sbear

(z) Thisis fpoken of Hermione her difcovering the fame vanity,

in the Creftes of Euripices, upon ‘and the fame folicitude about
her
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bear patiently the glory he acquired; for moft of the
great actions which fucceeded well, - were univerfally
afcribed to Alcibiades.  Others alfo of the moft power-
ful and ambitious amongft the Spartans, were envious
of Alcibiades, and by their practices prevailed with the
magiftrates in the city to fend orders into Ionia that he
fhould be killed. But Alcibiades having fecret intelli-
gence of it, and being much terrified, though he com-
municated all affairs to the Lacedemonians, yet took
care not to fall into their hands. At laft he retired to
‘Tifaphernes, the King of Perfia’s Lieutenant, for his fe-
curity, and immediately became the firft and moft con-
fiderable perfon about him. For this Barbarian not be-
ing himfelf fincere, but a man of artifice and deceit,
admired his addrefs and wonderful fubtilty. And in-
deed his carriage was {0 agreeable in their daily conver-
" fations and pleafures, that it could not but foften the
worft humour, and take with the rougheft difpofition.
Even thofe who feared and envied him, could not but
‘be pleafed with him, and feel fome affection for him
when they faw him, and were in his company. And
Tifaphernes himfelf, who was otherwife fierce, and above
all other Perfians hated the Greeks, yet was fo won by
the flatteries of Alcibiades; that he fet himfelf even to
exceed him in civility, fo that'he gave the name of
Alcibiades to one of his gardens which exceeded all the
reft in the beauty of its fireams, and meadows, ard the
elegance and magnificence -of the various ' buildings
which 1t contained ; ard afterwards every one called it
by that name. = Thus Aicibiades, quitting the intereft
of the Spartans, becaufe he could no longer truft them,
and ftood in fzar of Agis, endeavoured to do them all
ill offices, and rendér them odious to Tifaphernes, who
by his means was hindered from aflifting them vigor-
oufly, and from finally ruining the Athenians. For his
advice was to furnifh them but fparingly with money,
whereby he would wear them out, and confume them
infenfibly ; and when they had wafled their ftrength

- {30 R © upon
her beauty in advanced years that foe had when fie was

young.
(6) The
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upon one another they would both become an eafy
prey to his King. Tifaphernes readily purfued his coun-
fel, and fo openly exprefled the value and efteem which
he had for him, that Alcibiades was confidered highly by
the Grecians of all parties. The Athenians now, in the
midft of their misfortunes, repented of their fevere fen-
tence againft him. And he, on the other fide, began
to be troubled for them, and to fear, leaft if that com-
monwealth were utterly deftroyed, he fhould fall into
the hands of the Lacede®menians, his mortal enemies.
At that time the whole ftrength of the Athenians was at
Samos: and their fleet which rode there was employed
in reducing f{uch as had revolted, and in proteting the
reft of their territories; for as yet they were in a man-
ner equal to their enemies at fea. But they ftood in fear
of Tifaphernes, and the Pheenician fleet, confifting of
a hundred and fifty galleys, which they expeted in a
fhort time; and if thofe came, there remained then no
hopes for the commonwealth of Athens. When Alci-
biades underftood this, he fent fecretly to the chiefs of
the Athenians, who were then at Samos, giving them
hopes that he would make Tifaphernes their friend ; not
with any defign to gratify the people, whom he would
never truft; but out of his refpet to the nobility, if,
like men of courage, they durft attempt to reprefs the
infolence of the people, and by taking the government
upon themfelves, would endeavour to fave the city
from ruin. All of them gave a ready ear to the pro-
pofal made by Alcibiads, except only Phrynicus, one of
the generals, who was of the ward ot Dirades, he
oppofed him, fufpeting as the truth was, that Alci-
biades concerned not himfelf, whether the government
were in the people or the nobility, but only fought by
any means to make way for his return into his native
country, and to that end inveighed againft the people,
thereby to gain the nobility, and to infinuate himfelf
into their good opinion. But Phrynicus finding his
counfel rejetted, and being now a declared enemy of
Alcibiades, gave fecret intelligence of this to Aftyochus,
the enemy’s admiral, cautioning him to beware of Al-
cibiades,



ALCIBIADES 123

cibiades, and to look upon him as a double-dealer, and
one that offered himfelf to both fides ; not underftand-
ing all this while, that ore traitor was making difeo-
veries to another. For Aftyochus, who was zealous to
gain the favour of Tifaphernes, obierving the great'
credjt-which Alcibjades had with him, revealed to Alci-
biades all that Phrynicus had faid againfthim. Alcibiades
prefently difpatched away fome perfons to Samos, to ac-
cufe Phrynicus of the treachery. Upon this, all the com-
manders were enraged at Phrynicus, and fet themfelves
againfthim ; and he feeing no other way to extricate him-
{elf from the prefent danger, attempted to remedy one
evil by agreater.  For he fent away to Aftyochus, to
reproach him for betraying him, and to make an offer
at the fame time to deliver into his hands both the army’
and the navyof the Athenians. But neither did this
treafon of Phrynicus bring any damage to the Athe-
nians, becaufe Aftyochus repeated his treachery, and re-
vealed alfo this propofal of Phrynicus to Alcibiades.
This was forefeen by Phrynicus, who fearing a fecond
accufation from Alcibiades, to prevent him, advertifed
the Athenians before-hand, thatthe enemy was ready to
fail, in order to furprize them, and therefore advifed
them to fortify their camp, and to be in readinefs to
go aboard their thips. While the Athenians were intent
upon thefe things, they received other letters from Alci-
biades, admonifhing them to bewarc of Phrynicus, as
one wha defigned to betray their fleet to the enemy; to
which they then gave no credit at all, conceiving that
Alcibiades, wha knew perfettly the counfels and prepa-
rations of the enemy, made ufe of that knowledge, in
order to jmpofe upon them in this {alfe accufation of
Phrynicus. Yet afterwards when Phrynicus was ftabbed
with a dagger in the market-place by one of the foldiers
under Hermon’s command, who was then upon guard,
the Athenians entering into an'examipation of the caufe,
folemnly condemned Phrynicus of treafon and decreed
crowns to Hermon and his affociates, * And now the
friends-of Alcibiades carrying 2ll before them at Samos,
difpaiched Pyfander to Athens, to endeavour a change
n
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in the ftate, and to encourage the nobility to take upon
themfelves the government, and to deftroy the repub-
lick ; reprefenting to them, that upon thefe terms Al-
cibiades would procure that Tifaphernes fhould become
their friend and confederate. This was the colour and
the pretence made ufe of by thofe, who defired to re-’
duce the government of Athens to an oligarchy. But as
foon as they prevailed, and had got the adminiftration
of affairs nto their hands, they took upon themfelves
the name of the five thoufand ; (whereas indeed they
‘were but four hundred) (6) and began toflight Alcibia-
des extremely, and to profecute the war with lefs vigour
than formerly ; partly becaufe they durft not yet truft
the citizens, who were very averfe to this change; and
partly becaufe they thought the Lacedemonians, who
were always favourers of oligarchy would now prefs
them lefs vehemently.

The people in the city were terrified intoa fubmiffion,
many of thofe who had dared openly to oppofe the four
hundred having been put to death. But they who were
at Samos, were enraged as foon as they heard this news,
and refolved to fet fail inftantly for the Pireus. And
fending for Alcibiades, they declared him General, re-
quiring him to lead them on to deftroy thefe tyrants.
But in that juncture he did not act like one raifed on a
fudden by the favour of the multitude, nor would he
yield and. comply-in every thing, as one who thought
himflf obliged entirely to gratify and fubmit to thofe
who from a fugitive and an exile, had created him Ge-
nera] of fo great an army, and given him the command
of fuch a fleet: but, as became a great Captain, he
oppofed himfelf to the precipitate refolutions to which
their rage prompted them, and by reftraining them
from fo great an error as they were about to commit,
he manifeftly faved the commonwealth. For if they
had returned to Athens, all Ionia, the Hellefpont, and

the

(6) The four hundred, that anaffembly of the people fhould
they might not feem to exclude be held occafionally, confifting of
the people entirely from a fhare five thoufand, who fhould have
in the government, appointed that the fame right they formerly had

. to
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the iflands, would have fallen into the enemies hands

without oppofition, while the Athenians, engaged in a

civil war, were deftroying one another within their own

walls. It was Alcibiades principally who prevented all

this mifchief ; for he did not only ufe perfuafions to the

whole army, a”d inform them of the dangel but ap-

plied himfelf to them one by one, entreating fome, and

forcibly reftraining others. = And herein Thrafybulus of
Stira, by his aﬂ&dmt;, and the loudnefs of his voice

(in which he {furpafled all the Athenians) was of confider-

able ufe to him. Another great fervice which Alci-

biades did for them, was, his undertaking that the Phee-

nician fleet, which the Lacedemoniansexp ¢ted to be fent

to them by the King of Perfia, fhould either come in

aid of the Athenians, or otherwife fhould not come at

all. He went on board with all expedition in order to

perform this, and fo managed the thing with Tifapher-

nes, that’ though thofe thips were already come as far

as Afpendos, yet they advanced no further; fo that the

Laced@monians were difappointed of them. It was by
both fides agreed, that this fleet was diverted by the

procurement of Almbmdes But the Lacedzmonians

openly accufed him, that he had advifed this Barbarian

to ftand fhill, and fuffer the Grecians to wafte and de-

ftroy one another. For it was evident that the acceflion of
fo great a force to either party, would have made them

maftersof the fea.

Soonafter this the four hundred u['urpers were driven
out, the friends of Alcibiades vigoroufly aflifting thofe
who were for the popular government. And now the
people in the city not only defired, but commanded
Algibiades to return home from his exile. However he
difdained to owe his return to the mere compaflion and
favour of the people, and therefore refolved to come
back with glery, and upon the merit of fome eminent
fervice. ‘T'o this end he failed from Samos with a few

thips,
to vote and determine concerning  thority, becaufe thefe aflemblies
fuch things as fhould be propofed  were held only at fuch times and

to -them. But potwithitanding upea fuch affairs as were agree-
<his, the peopls had no real au- able to the four hundred.

(7) Pivtarch
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fhips, and cruized on the fea of Cnidos, and about the
ifle of Coos, and got intelligence there, that Mindarus,
the Spartan Admiral, was failed with his whole army
into the Hellefpont, in purfuit of the Athenians. There-
upon he made hafte to fuccour the Athenian command-
ers, and by good fortune arrived with eighteen galleys
at a critical ume. For both the fleets having engaged
near Abydos, thefight between them had lafted from
morning till, night, the one fide having the advantage
on the right ‘wing, and tile other on the left. Upon
his firft appearance, both fides conceived a falfe opinion
of the end of his coming, for the enemy was encouraged
and the Athenians terrified. But Alcibiades fuddenly ad-
vanced the Athenian flag in the Admiral’s fhip, and with
great fury fell upon the Peloponnefians, who had then the
advantage, and were in:the putfuit. He foon put
them to flight and followed them fo clofe, that he
forced them on fhore, broke their fhips in pieces, and
flew the men who endeavoured to fave themfelves by
fwimming ; although Pharnabazus was come down to
their afliftance by land, and did what he could to cover
the thips as they lay under the fhore. In fine, the
Athenians having taken thirty of the enemies thips, and
recovered all their own, erected - a trophy. After the
gaining of {o glorions a viGory, his vanity madeé him
affect to thew himfelf to Tifaphernes, and having fur-
nifhed himfelf with gifts and prefents, and an equipage
fuitable to fo great a General, he fet forward towards
him. But the thing did not fucceed as he had ima-
gined ; for Tifaphernes having been long fufpected b
the Lacedemonians, and being afraid of falling into dif-
grace with his King upon that account, thowght that
Alcibiades arrived very opportuneiy and immediately
caufed him tobe fcized, and fent away prifoner to Sar-
dis ; thinking by this at of injuftice to clear himfelf
from former imputations. - Bat about thirty days- after
Alcibiades efcaped from his keepers, and having got z
horfe, fled to Clazomene, where he accufed Tifaphernes,
as confenting to his efcape.  From thence he failed to
the Athenian camp, and being informed there that Min-
‘ darus
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darus and Pharnabazus were together at Cyzicum, he
made a fpeech to the foldiers, fhowing them that it was
neceflary to attack the enemies both by fea and land,
nay even to force them in their fortifications ; for. unlefs
they gained a compleat vitory, they would {oen be in
want of neceffary provifions for their fubfiftance. As
{oon as ever they wereall embarked, he hafted to Pro-
conefus, and there gave command to place all the {maller
veffels in the midft of the navy, and to take all poflible
care that the enemy might have no notice of his com-
ing; and a great ftorm of rain, accompanied with thun-
der and darknefs, which happened at the fame time,
contributed much to the concealing of his defign; fo
that it was not enly undifcovered by the enemy, but
the Athenians themf{elves were ignorant of it ; for he had
fuddenly commanded them on board, and fet fail before
they were aware. As foon as the darknefs was
over, the Peloponnefian fleetappeared in fighy, riding at
anchor before the port of Cyzicum. Alcibiades, fearing
left, if they difcovered the number of his fhips, they
might endeavour to fave themfelves by land, command-
ed the reft of the captains to flacken their fails, and
follow after him flowly ; whilft he advancing with forty
fhips, fhowed himfelf to the enemy, and proveked
them to fight. -The enemy being deceived in their
number; defpifed them, and fuppofing they were o
contend with thofe enly, advanced, and began the fight.
But as foon as they were engaged, they perceived the
other part of the fleet coming down upon them, at
which they were o terrified, that they fled immediately.
Upon that, Alcibiades, with twenty of his beft fhips,
breaking through the midft of them, haftened to the
fhore, and fuddenly making a defcent, purfued thofe
who abandoned their fhips and fled to land, and made
a great flaughter of them. Mindarus and Pharnabazus
coming to their fuccour, were utterly defeated. Min-
darus was flain upon the place, fighting valiantly, but
Pharnabazus faved himfelf by flight. The Athenians
flew great numbers of their enemies, won much fpoil,
and took all their fhips. They alfo made themfelves

mafters



128 The LIFE o

mafters of Cyzicum, it being deferted by Pharnabazus,
and put to death all the Peloponnefians that were there ;
and thereby not only fecured to themfelves the Helle-
fpont, but entirely drove the Lacedemonians out of all
the other feas. They intercepted alfo fome letters writ-
ten to the Ephori, which gave an account of this fatal
overthrow, after their thort Laconick manner: * Our hopes
“are atan end ; Mindarus is flain ; the {oldiers are ftarv--
“ing; and we know not what meafures totake.” The fol-
diers of Alcibiades were {o elated and arrogant upon this
fuccefs, that looking on themlelves as invincible, they
difdained to mix with the other foldiers, who had been
often overcome. For it happened not long before, that
Thrafyllus had received 2 great defeat near Ephefus; and
upon that occafion the Ephefians erected (7)-a brazen
trophy to the difgrace of the Athenians. The foldiers of
Alcibiades reproached thofe who were under the com-
mand of Thrafyllus, with this misfortune, at the fame
time magnifying themfelves and their own commander ;
and it went {o far at laft, that they would not perform
their exercifes with them, nor lodge in the famequarters.
But {oon after, when Pharnabazus, with a great ftrength
of horfe and foot, fell upon the foldiers of Thrafyllus,
as they were laying wafte the territory of the Abydenians
Alcibiades coming to their aid, routed Pharnabazus, and,
together with Thrafyllus, purfued himtill it was night.
Then their troops united, and returned together to the
camp, rejoicing and congratulating one another. The
next day he erected a trophy, and then proceeded to lay -
wafte with fire and fword the whole province which was
under Pharnabazus, where none durft appear to oppofe
him. He took prifoners feveral priefts and prieftefles,
but releafed them without ranfom. He prepared to
make war next upon the Chalcedonians, who had revolted
from the Athenians, and had received a Lacedemonian:
Governor and garrifon. But having intelligence that
they
(7) Plutarch fays this brazen which decaying by degrees, thofe
trophy was ercéted to the difgrace monuments of hoflility perithed
ofthe Athenians, becaufe till then and were forgotten, The Ephe-

trophies were always of wood, fianstherefore to the immortal in-
famy
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they had removed their corn and cattle out of the fields,
and had fent all to the Bithynians, who were their friends;
he drew down his army to the frontier of the Bithynians,
and then fent a herald to complain of this procedure. The
Bithynians being terrified at hisapproach, delivered up to
him the whole booty, and entered into an alliance with
him. Afterwards he proceeded to the fiege of Chalcedon,
and enclofed it with a wall from fea to fea. Pharnabazus
advanced with his forces to raife the fiege, and Hippo-
crates, the Governor of the town, at the fame time ga-
thering together all the ftrength he had, made a fally
upon the Athenians. Alcibiades divided his army fo, as
to engage them both at once, and not only forced
Pharnabazus to a difhonourable flight, but flew Hippe-
crates, and a great number of the foldiers which were
with him. ~ After this he failed into the Hellefpont, in
order to raife fupplies of money, and took the city of
Selybria ; where through his precipitancy, he expofed
himfelf to great danger. For fome within the town had
undertaken to betray it into his hands, and by agree-
ment were to give him a fignal by a lighted torch about
midnight. But one of the conipirators beginhing to
repent of the defign, the reft, for fear of being difco:
vered, wereobliged to give the fignal before the ap-
pointed hour. Alcibiades, as foon as he faw the torch
lifted up in the 4ir, though his army was not in feadi-
nefs to march, ran inftantly towards the walls, taking
with him about thirty men only, and commanding the
reft of the army to follow him with all pofiible dili-
gence. When he came thither, he found the gate opened
for him, and entered with his thirty men, and about
twenty more of the light-armed foldiers, who were by
this time come up to them. They were no {ooner got
into the city, but he perceived the Selybrians in arms
coming down upon him; fo that there was no hope of
efcaping if he ftaid to receive them; and on the other
fide having been always fuccefsful till that day, where-
: : ever

famy of the Athenians, made their ~Alcibiades’s foldiers reproached
trophies of brafs ; and it was this thofe of Thralyllus. Diodor.

mortifying novelty, with which lib. 13, : AWy
Vor. 1L = I (8) Thi;
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ever he commanded his glory would not fuffer him to
fly. But on the fudden he thought of this device: he
commanded filence by the found of a trumpet, and then
ordered one of his men to make proclamation, that the
Selybrians fhould not take arms againft the Athenians.
This cooled fuch of the inhabitants as were fierceft for
the fight, for they fuppofed that all their enemies were
got within the walls; and it raifed the hopes of others
who were difpoled to an accommodation. . Whilft they
were parlying, and propolitions were making on one
fide and the other Alcibiades’s whole army came up to
the town. But then conjecturing rightly that the Sely-
brians were inclined to peace, and fearing left the city
might be facked by the Thracians (who came in great
numbers to his army to ferve as volunteers, out of their
particular kindnefs and refpect for him) he commanded
them all to-retreat without the walls. And upon the
fubmiflion of the Selybrians, he faved them from being
pillaged ; and only taking of them a fum of money,
and placing an Athenian garrifon in the town, he de

parted. ;

. The Athenian captains who befieged Chalcedon, con-
cluded a treaty with Pharnabazus upon thefe conditions ;
That he thould give them a fum of money; that the
Chalcedonians fhould return to the fubjection of Athens ;
and -that the Athenians fhould make no inroad into
the province of which Pharnabazus was governor;,
and Pharnabazus was alfo to provide fafe conduét for
the Athenian ambafladors to the King of Perfia, Af-
terwards when Alcibiades returned thither, Pharnabazus
required that he alfo fhould be fworn to the treaty ; but
he refufed it, unlefs Pharnabazus would fwear firft.
When the treaty was confirmed by oath on both fides,
Alcibiades marched againft the Byzantines who had re-
vo'ted from the Athenians, and drew a line of circum-
vallation about the city. But Anaxilaus and Lycurgus,

_together with fome others, having undertaken to betray
the city to him, upon his engagement to preferve the
Jives andgoods of the inhabitants, he caufed a report
to be {pread, that by reafon of fome unexpetted com-

. motion
/
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motion in Ionia, he thould be obliged to raife the fiege.'
And accordingly that day he departed withrhis whole
fleet ; but returning the fame night, he went" afhore with
all his heavy armed foldiers, and filently and undifcover-:
ed marched up to the walls. At the fame time his fhips
were rowed into the haven, where they began a furious
attack with loud fhouts and outcries. 'The Byzantines
being aftonifhed at this unexpected affault, and being uni-
verfally engaged in defence of their port and fhipping,
gave opportunity to thofe who favoured the Athenians,
fecurely to receive Alcibiades into.the city. ~ Yet the en-
terprize was notaccomplithed without fighting; for the
Peloponnefians, Beeotians, and Megarenfians who were in
Byzantium, not only repulfed thofe who came out of the
fhips, and forced them on board again, but hearing that
the Athenians were entered on the other fide, they drew
up in order, and went to meet them. But Alcibiades
gained the victory, after a fharp.engagement, whereinhe
himfelf had the command of the right-wing,®and Thera-
menes of the left. Thofe of the enemy who furvived the
battle were made prifoners, to the number of about three
hundred. After the battle not one of the Byzantines was
flain, or driven out of the city, according to the terms up-
on which the city was putinto his hands, that they fhould
receive no injury in their perfons or eftates. - Thercfore
when Anaxilaus was afterwards accufed at Lacedemon
for this treafon, he neither difowned nor was athamed of the
- action : forhe urged, “ thathe was not a Laced@monian
 but a Byzantine ; and that he faw not Sparta, but By-
“ zantium, 1in extreme danger ; the city being fo ftrait-
“ly begirt, that it was not poflible to bring in any new
¢ provifions, and the Peloponnefians and Beeotians, who
“ were in garrifon, devouring their old ftores, while the
 Byzantines with their wives and children were ready
“ to ftarve ; that“he had not betrayed his country to
“ enemies, but had delivered it from the calamities of
“ war ; wherein he had followed the example of the moft
“ worthy Lacedemonians, who efteemed nothing to be
“ honourableand juft, but what was profitable for their
“ country.” . The Lacedeemonians, upon hearing his de-
Ia fence,
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fence, were fo well pleafed, that they difcharged all
that were accufed.

And now Alcibiades being defirous to fee his native
country again, or rather to be feen by his fellow-citi-
zens after-gaining fo many victories for them, fet fail
for Athens, his thips being adorned on every fide with
many fhields and other fpoils. He brought with him
likewife a great number of galleys taken from the enemy,
atd the enfigns and ornaments of many others which he
had funk and deftroyed ; all of them together amounting
to two hundred.  But there 1s little credit to be given
to what is related by Duris the Samian, (who pretends
to be a delcendant of Alcibiades) that Chryfogonus,
who had won the prize at the Pythian games, played
upon his flute as the galleys pafled on, whilft the oars
kept time with the mufick ; and that Callipides the tra-
gedian, attired in his bufkins, his purple.robes and
other ornaments which he ufed in the theatre, excited
thofe: who laboured at the oars; and that the Admiral
galley entered into the port with a purple fail. For
thefe tiings are fuch kind of extravagancies as are wont
to follow a debauch ; and neither Theopompus, nor Epho-
rus, nor Xenophon mention them. Nor indeed it.is cre~
dible, that one who returned from o long an exile,
and fuch a variety of misfortunes, (hould behave in fo
wanton and infolent a manner. On the contrary, he en-
tered the harbour with fear, nor would he aftewards
venture to go on fhore, till ftanding on the deck, he faw
Euryptolemus his nephew, and others of his friends and
acquaintance, who were ready to-receive him, and: in
vited him to land. As foon as he was landed; the
multitnde, who came out to meet him, difdained to be-
ftow a look on any of the other captains, but. thronged
about Alcibiades, faluted him, and followed him with
loud acclamations. They who could prefs near him,
crowned him withr garlands. and they who .could not
come up.fo clofe, yet. ftaid to view him at a diftance,

" : and

(8) This Critias was- uncle to  wrote a treatifeconcerning the re-

Plato’s mather, and afterwards publick of Sparta, and. fome ele-
one of the thirty tyrants, He gies. Athenzus has given us a

pretty
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znd the old men pointed him out, and thowed him to
the young ones. Neverthelefs this publick joy. was
mixed with fome tears, and the prefent happinefs was
allayed by the remembrance of all the miferies they had
endured. They reflected, that they could not have fo
unfortunately mifcarried in Sicily, or have been difap-
pointed in any of thofe things which theyhad ever hoped
for, if they had left the management of their affairs, and
the command of their forces, to Alcibiades; fince upon
his undertaking the adminiftration, when they were in
.a mannér ruined at fea, and could fcarce defend the fu-
burbs of their city by land, and at the fame time were
miferably diftracted with inteftine factions, he had raifed
them from this low and deplorable condition, and had
not only reftored them to their ancient dominion of the
fea, but had alfo made them every where victorious over
their enemies by land.

The decree for recalling him from his banifhment
had been pafled by the people, at the requett of (8) Cri-
tias the fon of Callzfchrus, as appears by his elegies, . in
which he puts Alcibiades in mind of this fervice.

Thee firft from banjfoment my voice required ;
The fate but grauted what the friend defired.

‘The people being fummoned to an affembly, Alcibiades
came in amongft them, and firft bewailed and lamented
bis own fufferings, and gently and modeftly complained -
of their ufage, impating all to his hard fortune, and
fome ill genius that attended him. Then he difcourfed
at large of the defigns and hopes of their enemies, but
withal exhorted them to take courage. The: people
erowned him with crowns of gold, and created him
General both at land and fea with ablolute power.
They alfo made a decree, that his eftate fhould be re-
ftored t6 him, and that the Eumolpides-and the holy he-
ralds fhould again abfolve him from the curfes which
they . had fblemnly pronounced againft him by a
‘ : decree

A

pretty large fragment of one of his qualified for fuch fort of compofi-
elegies, which is fufficicnt to make  tions,' This is the Critias that
us fenfible that he was very well  Plato intzoduces in his dialogues.

I3 (9) This

»
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decree of the people.  'Which when all the reft obeyed,
"Theodorus the High-prieft excufed himfelf; For,” faid
“he, “1 never denounced any execration againft him, if he
“has done nothing againft the commonwealth.”

But notwithftanding-the affairs of Alcibiades fucceeded
fo profperoufly, ard fo much to his glory, yet many
were ftill much difturbed, and looked upon the time of

his arrival to be ominous.

For on the fame day that

he came into the port, (g) the feaft of the Goddefs
‘Minerva, which they call the Plynteria, was kept. .It
is the twenty-fifth day of Thargelion [May}, when the
Praxiergides folemnize thofe myfteries which are not to
be revealed, taking all the ornaments from off her
image, and keeping the image itfelf (1) clofe covered.
Hence it is that the Athenians efteem this day moft in-
aufpicious, and never undertake any thing of import-
,ance upon it: and therefore they imagined, that the
Goddefs did not receive Alcibiades gracioufly and propi-
“tioufly, but'hid her face from him, and rgjected him.
Notwithftanding which, every .thing fucceeded accord-
ing to his wifh, and an hundred galleys were fitted out,
and ready to fail ; but an honourable zeal detained him
till the celebration of the grand (2) myfieries. For,
fince the time that Decelea was fortified, the enemies
‘had made themfelves mafters of all the roads which lead
from Athens to Eleufis, and therefore the proceffion be-
jng of neceflity to go by {ea, could not be performed
vith due folemnity; but the people were forced to omit
the facrifices, and dances, and other ceremonies, -which
were ufed tobe performed in the way called “ holy,” when
the ftatue of Bacchus was carried in proceffion to Eleufis.
Alcibiades therefore judged it would be a glorious action,
whereby he fhould do honcur to thé‘ Cods, and gain -

(9) This was a feflival among
the Athenians annually celebrated
in honour of Minerva: At this
feftival they firipped the flatue of
the Goddefs,and wathedit,whence

- jtwas called Plyntefia, fromoadiw,
which fignifies “ to wath.”  That
day was confidered as one of

efteem

the moft unlucky. Their temples
likewife were at that time en-
compailed about with a cord, to
denote that they were fhut up, as
was cultomary on all inaufpici-
ous days ; and they carried diied
figs in proceflion, becaufe that
was the firft-fruit that was eaten
3 - afteg
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efteem with men; if he reftoréd the ancient {plendor to
thefe rites, in conducting the procefiion again by land,
and protecting -it with his army from the enemy. For
thereby he was fure, if Agis ftood ftill and did not op-
pofe him, it would very much diminifh and obfcure his
glory; or otherwife that he fhould ergage in a holy
war in the caufe of the Gods, and in defence of the
moft facred and folemn ceremonies; and this in the
fight of his country, where he fhouid have all his fel-
low-citizens witnefles of his valour. As foon as he
had refolved upon- this defign, and had communicated
it to the Eumolpides, and other holy officers, he placed
centinels on the tops of the mountains, and at break of
day fent forth his {fcouts.  And then taking with him
the priefts, and confecrated perfons, and thofe who had
the charge of initiating others in the holy myfteries;
and encompaffing them with his foldiers, he conduéted
them with great order and profound filence. ‘This was an
auguft and venerable proceflion, wherein all, who did
not envy him, faid, “He performed at once the office of
¢ an High-prieft and of a General.” The enemy durftnot -
attempt any thing againft them; and thus he brought
them back in fafety to the city. Upon which as he
was exalted in his own thoughts, fo the opinion which '
the people had of his conduct, was raifed to that de-
gree, that they looked upon their armies as irrefiftible
and invincible while he commanded them. He fo won
upon the lower and ‘meaner fort of the people, that they
paflionately defired he would take the fovereignty upon
him; and fome of them made no difficulty to tell him fo,
and advifed him to put himfelf out of the reach of "envy,
-by abolifhing the laws and ordinances of the people, and
fupprefling the pernicious loquacity of the orators, that
{o he might take upon him the management of affairs,
without

" (2) He means the myfteries -of
Ceres and Proferpine. That fefti-

after acorns.
(1) They ftripped Minerva of

her habits andornaments, in order
to wafh or clean them, but that
fhe might not in themean time
be expofed naked, they covered
the ftatue all over.

Iy

val continued for nine days; and

“on the 6th they carried in pro-

ceflion to Eleufis the ftatue of
Bacchus, whom they fuppofed to
be the for of Jupiter and Ceres.

: (3) This
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without fear of being calied to an account. How far
his own inclinations led him to ufurp fovereign power,
is uacertain; but the moft confiderable perfons in the
city were fo ‘much afraid of his defigns, that they haf-
tened his embarkation as much as poflible, granting
him liberty to chufe his own officers, and allowing him
all other things that he defired. ‘Thereupon he fet fail
with a fleet of an hundred fhips, andarrivingat Andros,
he there fought with and defeated, both the inhabitants,
- and the Lacedzmonians, who affifted them. But yet he

took not the city, which gave the firft occafion to his
enemics to form their accufations againft him. Cer-
tainly if ever any man was ruined by hisown glory, it
was Alcibiades : for his continual fuccefs had begot fuch
an opinion of his courage and condudt, that if he failed
1n any thing he undertook it was xmputed to his neg-
le&t; and no one would ‘believe it was through want
of powc‘ . for they thought nothing was too hard for
him, if he went about it in good earneft. They ex-
pefted alfo every day to hear news of the reducing of
Chios, and of the reft of lonia, and grew impatient that
things were not effefted as faft and as fuddenly as they
defired. They never confidered how extremely money
was wanting, and that being to make war with an enemy,
who had fupphes of all things from the King of Perfia,
Alcibiades was often forced to quit his camp in order to
procure money and provifions for the fubfiftence of his
foldiers. - Thus it was which gave occafion for the laft
accufation which was brought againft him. For Lyfander
being fent by the Lacedmonians with a commiflion to
be Admiral of their fleet, and being furnithed by Cyrus
with a great fum of money, gave every mariner four
Oboli a day, whereas before they had but three. Alci-
biades could hardly allow his men three Oboli, and there~
fore was conftrained to go'into Caria to furmfh himfelf
with money. - He left tlie care of the fleet, in his ab-
fence, (3) to Antiochus, an expencnced feaman but rafth

and xnconﬁderutc, who had exprefs orders from Alci-
biades

(3) Thisis the Antxochus who had obtained his ‘friendfhip by.
S catchmg
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biades not to engage, though the enemy provoked him,
But he flighted and difregarded the orders to that de-
gree, that having made ready his own galley and ano.
ther, he prefently ftood for Ephefus, ‘where the enemy
lay,  and as he failed before the heads of their galleys,
ufed the higheft provocations poflible both in words and
deeds. Lylander at firft fent out a few fhips in purfuit
of him; but all the Athenian thips coming into his aflift-
ance, Lyfander alfo Brought up his whole fleet, which
gained an entire victory. He flew Antiochus himfelf,
took many men and fhips, and erected a trophy,

As foon as Alcibiades heard this news, he returned to
Samos, and loofing from thence with his whole fleet, he
came and offered battle to Lyfander. But Lyfander,
content with the victory he had gained, would not ftir,
Amongft others in the army who were enemies to Al-
cibiades, was Thrafybulus, the fon of Thrafon, who went
purpofely to Athens to accufe him, and to exafperate his
enemies in the city againft him. In an oration to the
people he reprefented that Alcibiades had ruined their
affairs, and loft their fhips, by infolently abufing his
authority, and committing the government of the army
in his abfence, to fuch as by their debauchery and feurn-
lous difcourfes got moft into credit with him, whilft he
wandered up and down at pleafure to raife money, giv-
ing himfelf up to all luxury and excefs amongft the
Abydenian and Ionian courtezans, at a time when the
enemy’s navy rode at anchor fo near his. It was alfo
objected to him, that he had fortified a caftle near Bi-
fantha in Thrace, for a fafe retreat for himfelf, as one
that either could not, or would not live in his own
country. The Athenians gave credit to thefe informa-
tions, and difcovered the refentment and difpleafure
which they had conceived againft him, by chufing other
generals. ‘
~ As foon as Alcibiades heard of this, he immediatel
forfook the army, being afraid of what might follow :
and getting many ftrangers together, he made war upon

TTeNg his.

catching for him the quail he had let loofe. S
¥ S (4) Plu-
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his own account againft thofe Thrafians who pretended
to be free, and acknowledged no King. By this means
he amafled to himfelf a great treafure out of the {poils
which he took, and at the fame time fecured the bor-
dering Grecians from the incurfions of the Barbarians.
. .(4) Tydeus, Menander and Adimantus, the new-made
generals, were then at Zgos Potamos, with all the fhips
which the Athenians had left: from whence they ufed to
goout to fea every morning, and offer battle to Lyfan-
der, who lay at anchor near Lampfacus ; and when they
had done fo, returning back again, they lay all the reft
of the day carelefsly and without order, as men who de-
fpifed the enemy. Alcibiades, who was not iar off, did
not think fo flightly of their danger, nor negleted to
let them know 1t, but mounting his horfe, he came to
the generals, and reprefented to them, that they had
chofen a very inconvenient ftation, as wanting a fafe
harbour, and far diftant from any town; fo that they
were conftrained to fead for their neceffary provifions as
far as Seftofs.  He aifo reproved them for their carelefs-
nefs, in fuffering the f{oldiers when they went afhore, to
difperfe themfelves, and wander up and down at their
pleafure, when the enemy’s fleet; which was under the
command of one General, and ftrictly obedient to- dif-
cipline, lay fovery near them. But the Athenian admi-
rals difregarded thefe admonitions of Alcibiades, and his
advice to remove the fleet to Seftos; and Tydeus with
greatinfolence commanded him tobe gone, fayirg, “ That
% now not he, but others had the cornmand of the forces.”
“Whereupon Alcibiades fufpecting fomething of treacheryin
them, departed. But he told his friends who accompanied
him out of thecamp, “thatif thegeneralshad not ufed him
<« with fuchinfupportablecontempt, he would withina few
¢days have forced the Lacedemonians, however unwil-
“ling, either to have fought the Athenians at {ea, ;)]r to
ave

{4) Plutarch omits almoft three year of the Peloponnefian war;
years, and takes no notice of whit and the twenty-fixth, in whichthe
was performed by the ten gene- Athenians obtained the vi€ory at
rals that fucceeded Alcibiades. Arginufe; and almoft the whole
He paffes over the twenty-fifth 'twenty-feventh, towards the end

. %

of
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“ havedeferted their fhips.” Some looked upon thisasa
piece of oftentation only, but others faid, the thing was
probable, for that he might have embarked great num-
bers of the Thracian cavalry and archers, to affault and
diforder them in their camp. ‘The event foon made it
evident, How very rightly he judged of the errors which
the Athenians had committed : for Lyfander fell upon
thém on a fudden, when they leaft fufpeted it, with
fuch fury, that Conon with (5) eight galleys only efcaped
him, all the reft (which were about two hundred) he
took and carried away, (together with three thoufand
prifoners, whom he afterwards put to death. And
within a fhort time after he took Athens itfelf, burnt all
the fhips which he found there, and demolifhed their
long walls. :

. After this Alcibiades ftanding indread of the Laced=-
monians, who were now mafters both at fea and Jand,
retired into Bithynia. He fent thither great treafure.
before him, took much with him, but left much more
in the caftle where he had before refided. But he loft
great part of his wealth in Bithynia, being robbed by
fome Thracians who lived in thofe parts ; and thereupon
he determingd to go to the court of Artaxerxes, not
doubting but that the King, if he would make trial of
his abilities, would find him not inferior to Themiftocles;
and befides, he was recommended by a more honour-
able caufe. For he went not, as Themiftocles did, to
offer his fervice againft. his fellow-citizens, but againft
their enemies, and to implore the King’s aid for the de-
fence of his country. He concluded that Pharnabazus
would moft readily procure him a fafe conduét, and
therefore went into Phrygia tohim, and continued there
fome time, paying him great refpet, and being ho-
nourakly treated by him.  The Athenians in the mean
time were miferably afflicted at their lofs of empire ; but

; X5 when
“of which the Athenians failed to Paralus, which efcaped, and car-
Algos Potamos, where they re- ried the news of their defeat to
ceived the blow that is fpoken of  Athens. Conon himfelf retired tQ
in this place. Cyprus. g Rl

(5) There was g ninth called T H

kel

('6) Tlﬁs
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when they were deprived of liberty alfo, and Lyfander
had impofed thirty governors upon the city, and their
ftate was finally ruined, then they began to refle¢t on
thofe things, which they would never confider whilft
they were in a profperous condition: then they acknow-
ledged and bewailed their former errorsand follies, and
judged the fecond ill ufage of Alcibiades to be of all
others the moft inexcufable : for he was rejeted with-
out any fault committed by himfelf; and only becaufe
they were incenfed againft his Lieutenant for having
fhamefully loft a few thips, they much more fhamefully
deprived the commonwealth of a moft valiant and moft
accomplifhed General. Yet in this fad ftate of affairs
they had ftill fome faint hopes left them, nor would
they utterly defpair of the Athenian commonwealth,
while Alcibiades lived. For they perfuaded themfelves
that fince, when he was an exile before, he could not
content himfelf to live idle and at eafe, much lefs now
(if he could find any favourable opportunity) would he
endure the infolence of the Lacedemonians, and the out-
ragesof the thirty tyrants. Nor was it an abfurd thing
in the people to entertain fuch imaginations, when the
thirty tyrants thcrpfelves were o very folicitous to ob-
ferve, and to get intelligence of all his actions and de-
figns. In fine, Critias reprefented to Lyfander, that the
Lacedemonians could never fecurely enjoy the dominion
of Greece, till the Athenian democracy was abfolutely
deftroyed. ~ And though now the pcople of Athens
feemed patiently to fubmit to fo fmall a number of
governors, yet Alcibiades, whilft he lived would never
fuffer them to acquiefce in their prefent circum-
ftances. ? /
. But Lyfander would not be prevailed upon by thefe
difcourfes, till at laft he received fecret letters from the
magiftrates of Lacedamon, exprefsly requiring him to get
Alcibiades difpatched : whether it was that they ftoo? n
ear

(6) This circumftance mani- sattired him in her own habit, and
fettly relates to Alcibiades’sdream, that he lay in her bofom.
and the accomplihment of it. (7) She buried him in the town
He dreamed that his miftrefshad of Meliffa, Athenzus writes, that

as
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fear of his ative enterprifing difpofition, of whether ‘it
was done to gratify King Agis.” Upon receipt of this
order, Lyfander fent away a meflenger to Pharnabazis;
defiring him to. putit in execution. Pharnabazus com-
mitted the affair to Maggeus his brother, and to his uncle
Sufamithres. Alcibiades refided at that time in & fmall
village in Phrygia, together with Timandra, a miftrefs
of his. One night he dreamed that he was attited id
his miftre(s’s’ habit, and that fhe, holding him in her
arms, dreffed his head, and painted his face, as if he
had been a woman. Others fay, he dreamed that Ma-
geus cutoff his head, and burnt his body ; and it is °
faid, that it was but a little while before his death that
he had thefe vifions. 'They who were fent to affaflinate
him, had not courage enough to enter the houfe ; but
furrounding it firft, they fetiton fire.  Alcibiades as
foon as he perceived it, getting together great quanti-
ties of cloaths and furniture, threw them upon the fire,
with a defign 1o choak it ; and having wrapped his robe
about his left arm, and holding his naked fword in his |
right, he caft himfelf into the middle of the fire, and
efcaped fecurely through it, before it had time to take
thoroughly the furniture and other materials he had
thrown into it. 'The Barbarians, as foon as they faw
him, retreated, none of them daring to wait for him,
or to engage with him; but ftanding at a diftance,
they flew him with their darts and arrows. When he
was dead, the Barbarians departed, and Timandra took
his body, and wrapping it up (6) in her own robes,
(7) buried it as decently and as honourably as her pre-
fent circumftances would allow. It is faid, that the
famous Lais, (who was called the Corinthian, though
fhe was a native of Hycar®, a fmall town in Sicily,
from whence fhe was brought a captive) was the ‘daugh-
ter of this Timandra. There are fome who agree in this
- account

as he was travelling that way he carved in Parian marble to be
faw Alcibiades’s monument, up- erefted, and ordained that a bull |
on which Adrian the Emperor fhould be facrificed there annu-
caufed the flatue of the deceafed ally. :

(1) This
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account of Alcibiades’s death in.all things, except only.
that they donot impute it either to Pharnabazus, Lyfan-
der, or the Lacedemonians, but fay that he kept a
young. lady of a noble houfe, whomhe had debauched ;
and that her brothers not being able to endure the in-
dignity, by night fet fire to the houfe where he dwelt,
and as he endeavoured to fave himfelf from the flames,
flew him with their darts, in the manner before re-

lated.

Carus



CA IUSMARC 1Us CoRr1ioL ANUS.

HE houfe of the Marcii in Rome produced

!' many eminent patricians; and among the reft

\ Ancus Marcius, who was grandfon to Numa by
his daughter Pomponia, and reigned there after Tullus
Hoftilius. Of the fame family were alfo Publius and
Quintus Marcius, (which two brought into the city the
greateft part of the beft water in Rome) as alfo Cenfo-
rinus, who after he had been twice chofen cenfor by
the people, perfuaded them himfelf to make a perpe-
tual decree, that no body fhould bear that office a fe-
cond time. Caius Marcius, of whom I now write, be-
ing left an orphan, and brought up under his mother
in her widowhood, has fhown that the early lofs of
a father, though attended with other difadvantages,
yet can prove no hindrance to a2 man’s being virtu-
ous,
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ous, or eminent in the world; notwithftanding bad
men fometimes alledge it in excufe for their cor-
rupt and debauched lives. This fame perfon alfo was
a remarkable evidence of the truth of their opinion,
who think that a generous and good nature without
difcipline (like a rich foil without culture) muft pro-
duce plenty of bad and good intermixed. For his un-
daunted courage and firm conftancy {purred him on,
and carried him through many glorious actions; but
his ungoverned paflion and inflexible obftinacy made
him appear harfh and difagreeable among his friends,
and wholly unfit for the eale and freedom of conver-
fation. So that thofe who faw with admiration his
foul unfhaken either by pleafures, toils, or the temp-
tations of money, and allowed that he poffeflfed the
virtues of temperance, juftice and fortitude: yet in
civil intercourfe and affairs of ftate, could not but be
difgufted at his rough imperious temper, too haughty
for a republick. And indeed the advantages of a li-~
beral education are in nothing more apparent than this,
that it {oftens and polifhes a rugged temper by the
rules of prudence and the precepts of morality, teach-
ing men to moderate their defires, to chufe the fober
mean, and avoid extremes. :

In thofe times, that fort of virtue, which exerted
itfelf in military arts and martial exploits was moft eny
couraged and efteemed at Rome ; which is evident from
henge, that the Latin word for virtue came then to fig-
nify valour, and the general term was applied to that
particular excellence, which is properly called forti-
tude. Marcius having 4 more than ordinary inclina-
tion for military exercifes; began to handle arms from
his very childhood ; but thought that external inftru-
ments, and artificial arms would: be of fmall fervice to
them who had not their natural weapons ready, and at
comrmand ; therefore he exercifed and prepared his body
for 4l manner of engagemerits ; he acquired a great

fWifmefs

(1) This crown was the foun- right to wear it always. When
dationi of many privileges. He heappeared at the publick fpec-
who had once obtained it kad a - tacles the fenate rofe in honour

to
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{wiftnefs to purfue; and fuch a ftrength and firmnefs
to grapple and wreftle with the enemy, that none could
eafily getclear of him ; fo that all who tried their abi-
lities with him and were worfted in the engagement,
excufed their own weaknefs by pleading his invincible
ftrength, hardened againft all” oppofition, and proof
againft all fatigue. .

‘His firft expedition he made when he was very
young, when Tarquin (who had been King of Rome
bur afterwards banifhed) after many {kirmifhes and de-
feats, made his laft pufh, and ventired all at a fingle
throw. A great number of the Latins, and other peo=
ple of Iraly, had joined forces with him, and were
marching towards the city, though not fo much out of
defire to ferve and reftore Tarquin, as fear and envy of
the Roman greatne(s, the increafe of which they were
defirous to prevent: 'The armies engaged in a decifive
battle which had various turns: Marcius fighting bravelg
in the Ditator’s prefence, faw a Roman foldier fall nig
him ; inftead of deferting him in that extremity, he
ftept immediately to his refcue, beat off, and flew
the aggreffor. The General having got the victory,
crowned him one of the firft with a garland of oak;
for this was the reward given to a foldier who had faved
the life of any Roman citizen; (1) whether the law in-
tended fome fpecial honour to the oak, in memory of
the Arcadians, whom the Oracle had celebrated by the
name of Acorn-eaters ; or becaufe they could eafily meet
with plenty of it, wherever they fought ; or becaufe, the
caken wreath being facred to Jupiter the great guardian
of their city, they might therefore think it the moft
proper ornament for him who preferved a citizen. Be-
fides, the oak is a tree that bears the moft and faireft
fruit of any that grows wild, 4nd is ftronger than any
that are dreffed and improved by art; its acorns alfo
were the principal diet of the firft ages ; and the ho-

riey which was commonly found there, afforded them a
very

to him. Hé was placed near the were intitled to the fame privi- =

fenators; and his father, and leges and immunities:

grandfather by the father’s fide, . :
Vou. 1L K (2) Livy
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very pleafant liquor; it fupplied them too even with
fowl and other creatures for dainties, as it produced
miflelto, for birdlime, by which they are entangled.

It is reported that Caftor and Pollux appeared in the
battle before mentioned, and immediately after it were
feen at Rome in the Forum, juft by the fountain where
their temple now ftands, upon horfes all foaming with
{weat, as if they had rid poft thither to bring news of
the victory ; on which account the 15th of July (being
the day on which this battle was fought) was dedicated
to the twin-gods. - ; _

We may obferve in general, that when young

en meet with applaufe, and an early reputation, if
they have fouls but flightly touched with ambition, alt
their thirft for glory is foon extingnifhed, and their de-
fires fatiated ; -whereas honours conferred on a more
firm and folid mind, animate and improveit, and like
a brifk gale drive it on in purfuit of further glory.
Such a man looks upon fame, not as a reward of his
prefent virtue, but as an earneft he has given of his
future performances; and. is afhamed to underlive the
credit he has won, and not to outfhine his paft illuftri-
ous actions. Marcius had a foul of this frame. He
was always endeavouring to excel himfelf, and conti-
nually engaged in fome new exploit. He added one -
great aftion to another, and. heaped trophies upon tro-
phies, till he became the fubjet of a glorious conteft
among the generals, the latter of them ftill ftriving
with his predeceffor, which fhould pay him the greateft
refpect, and fpeak moft highly in his commendation.
For the Romans having many wars in thofe times, and
frequent battles, Marcius never returned from any of
them without henours or rewards: And whereas others:
made glory the end of their valour, the end of his glory
was to give pleafure to his mother. ‘The delight fhe
took to hear him praifed, and to fee him erowned, -
and her weeping-for joy in his embraces, made him in
his own thoughts, the moft honourable and happy per-

fon

(2) Livy and Dyonifius fay- that his. wife was calicd Volamnia
,and’
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fon in the world: 'This fentiment was not unlike that
of Epaminondas; who is faid to have profefled that he
reckoned it the greateft felicity of his whole life, that
his father and mother. ftill furvived to behold his con-
du& and victory at Leuétra. He had the fatisfaction
indeed to fee both his parents partake with him, and
enjoy the pleafure of his good fortune; but Marcius
holding himfelf obliged to pay his mother Volumnia
(2) all that duty and gratitude which would have be-
longed to his father; could never fatisfy his mind; or
think he did enough in all the refpe¢t and tendernefs
which he fhewed her, but took a wife alfo at her mo-
tion and entreaty ; and after fhe had borne him chil-
dren, he lived ftill with his mother: The repute of
his integrity and courage had by this time gained him
a confiderable intereft and authority at' Rome, when the
fenate favouring the richer fort of citizens were at dif-
ference with the common people, who made grievous
compldints againft the intolerable feverity of their cre-
diters. For thofe who had any confiderable ftock, were -
ftripped of their goods which were either fold or de-
tained for a fecurity ; and thofe who were already re-
duced, were carried to prifon, and their bodies kept
under confinement, thotigh they fhewed upon them the
fcars and wounds which they had received in the fer--
vice of their country, in feveral expeditions, particu-
larly ip the laft againft the Sabines, whiclh they under-
took upon a promife made by the rich creditors, that
they wouid ufe them more mildly for the.future, Mar-
cus Valerius the conful having in confequence of a decree
of the fenate engaged alfo for the performance of it.
But when they had fought there with alacrity and cous
rage, and returned home victors, no abatement of their
debts was made; the fenate too pretended to remem-
ber nothing of that agreement, and beheld them with-
out any ‘concern dragged away like flaves, and their
goods feized upon as formerly. This cauled frequent
tumults, and open mutinies in the city ; and the enemy
, perceiving
and his motker Veturia, Plutarch calls his wife Vergilia.

g Cast 5L (3) This

v
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perceiving thefe diftractions among the people, began
to invade and lay wafte the country. Upon this the
confuls gave notice that all who were of age fhould ap-
pear in-arms ; but no body obeyed the fummons. This
fet the magiftrates themfelves.at variance. Some thought
it moft advifeable to comply a little with the poor,
and remit fomething of the ftrit rigour of the law.
Others declared againft that propofal, and particularly
Marcius. He thought the bufinefs of the money was
not the main thing to be regarded ; but looked upon
thefe diforderly proceedings as an attempt to fubvert
the eftablithed laws, and a proof of the growing info-
lenceof the people, which it became a wife government
to reftrain and fupprefs.

There had been frequent meetings of the fenate
within the f{pace of a few days about this affair, but no
fatisfattory conclufion could be agreed on. The com-
monalty perceiving no redrefs, on a fudden rofe all in
a body, and encouraging one another, left the city,
and marching up that afcent which is now called the
Holy Mount, they fat down by the river Anio. They
committed no at of hoftility in their march, only
they made heavy outcries as they pafled along, com-
plaining, * that the rich men had expelled them out of
“ the city; that Italy would every where afford them
“ the benefit of air and water, and a place of burial when
“ they died, which was all they had to expett if they ftaid
“ in Rome, except being killed and wounded in time of
« war for the defence of their oppreflors.”” The fenate

dreading ‘the confequence af this rupture, fent fome of

their order, fuch as were moft mederate, and beft
beloved by the people, to treat with them.
Menenius Agrippa, their chief {pokefman, after ufing

much entreaty to the people, and no lefs freedom in -

defence of the fenate, at length concluded his difcourfe
with this celebrated fable. “ It once happened, fays he,
¢ that all the other members of the body mutinied againft

' “the

(3) This was a very turbulent words. His true name was Lu-

and fecitious perfon.” He wasa cius Junius : and becaufe he-who |

man of wit, and had a flow of had expelled the Tarquins was
; called
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“ the ftomach, which they accufed as the only idle uncon-
“ tributing part in the whole, while the reft were put to
“¢ mighty hardfhips, and the expenceof muchlabour to fup-
“ ply that, and minifter to its appetites. But the ftomach
“ laughed at their folly in not knowing that thoughhe re--
“ ceives all the nourifhment, yet fhe does not retain it,
‘ but diftributes it again to all the other parts. Now this
“ is exaltly the cafe betwixt you and the fenate, O citizens;
“ for their counfels and determinations on the affairs of
“ thecommonwealth, all tend to your welfare, and difpenfe
“ ftrength and happinefs to the whole people.”

This difcourfe pacified the people; fo they only de-
fired the choice of five men to protect fuch as fhould
need afliftance ; which officers are now called tribunes
of the people. This was granted by the fenate; and
the two firft they chofe were (3) Junius Brutus and Sici-
nius Vellutus, the ring-leaders of that fedition. The city
being thus re-united, the commons prefently took up
arms, and readily lifted themfelves under their com-
manders for the war. As for Marcius, though he was
not a little difpleafed at thefe incroachments of the
populace, and the declining power of the f{enate, and
oblerved many other patricians were of the fame mind ;
yet he entreated them not to yield to the people in this
zeal for the fervice of their country, but to thow them-
{elves fuperior to them, not fo much in power and
riches, asin virtue.

The Romans were now at war with the Volfcians,
whofe principal city. was Corioli; when therefore Comi-
nius the conful had invefted this important place, the
reftof the Volfcians, fearing it thould be taken, collected
all their force, defigning to give the Romans battie be-
fore the city, and {0 attack them on both fides. Comi-
nius, to avoid this inconvenience, divided his army,
marching himfelf with one body to encounter thofe
Volfcians *hat made towards. him from without ; and
leaving Tituds Lartius (one of the braveft Romans of his
time) to command the other, and fill carry on the

e : fiege.
called Lucius Junius Brutus, he which expofed him to a great
alfo"took the name of Brutus, deal of ridicule, ‘

K 3 ’ 3 (4) Dionyfius

»
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fiege. ‘Thofe within Corioli defpifing now the fmallnefs
of that number, made a brifk fally upon them, wherein
they prevailed at firft, and purfued the Romans to their
trenches. Here Marcius with a fmall party flying out
to their afliftance, cut in pieces the firft of the enemy
that were in his ‘way, flood the fhock of the reft, and
flopped them in their full career ; then with a great
fhout recalled the Romans. Tor he had (what Cato re-
quired in a foldier) not only an irrefiftible force in his
arm ; but the very {ound of his voice, and fiercenefs
of hisafped, ftruck terror and confufion into the enemy.
Divers of his own party then rallying snd making up
to him, the enemies were terrified and immediately
retreated. But Marcius, not content to fee them retire,
prefiecd hard upon the rear, and drove them, as they
fled away in hafte, to the very gates of their city ;
where perceiving that the Romans defifted from the pur-
fuit, beaten off by a multitude of darts poured down
upon them from the walls, and that none of his fol-
lowers had the hardinefs to think of falling in among
the fugitives and forcing an entrance with them into
the city, in which the enemies were {o numerous and fo
well armed; he earneftly requefted them to continue the
purfuit, and animatéd and encouraged them by his
words and actions, crying out, “That fortune had now
¢ fet open Corioli, not fo much to fhelter the vanquifhed,
“ as to receive the conquerors.” He had no fooner fpoken -
thus, but feconded by a few that were willing to venture
with him, he forced his way through the midft of the ene-
mies, and entered the gates along with them, no one da-
ring to refift him. But when he looked round him, and
could difeern but a very fmall number of afliftants who
had flipped in to engage in that hazardous fervice, and
faw that friends and enemies were now mingled toge-
ther, then colletting all his.force, he performed the
moft extraordinary and incredible altions, with amaz-
ing ftrength; agility and courage breaking through all
oppolition, conftraining fome to fhift for themfelves in
the furtheft corners of the city, and others to throw
down their weapons, as thinking all refiftance - vain.
il o M K e ~F ¢ By

\
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By all which he gave Titus Lartius a fair occafion to
bring in the reft of the Romans with eafe and fafety.

Corieli being thus taken, the greater part of the-fol-
ghers fellprefentl) to pxl]age,arvd were wholly employed
in feizing and carrying off the booty ; at which Marcius
was highly offended, and reproached them for it “as a dif-
< honourable and unworth} thing, that whilft the conful
“and their fellow-citizens were now perhaps encountering
« the other Volfcians, and werehazarding their livesin bat.
“ tle, they fhould bafel) mifpend their time in running up
= and downin quett of plunder, or undera pretence of en-
5% rlchmg themfelves, decline the prefent danger.” - There
were however but few that would hearken tohim. Put-
ting himIf then at the head of thofe who were wi lting to
follow him, he took that rode where the conful’s army had
marched before him, often exciting his companions, and
befeeching them as they went along K That they would not
 faulter and give out;” praying » often to the Gods too,
that he might be fo happy as to arrive before the ﬁght
‘was over, and come feafonably up to aflift Comlmuo, and
partake in the peril of that action.

It was cuftomary with the Romans of that age, when
‘they ftood in battle arrdy, and were mkmo- up their
bucklers, and girding their gowns about them, to make
-at the farme time a verbal teﬁament and to mame who
fhould be their heirs in the heﬂrmg of three or four
witneffes ; in this pofture did Marcius find them at lus
arrival, the enemy being advanced within view. They
were not a little difordered. by his firft appearance; fee-
ing kim all over bloody and fweating, and attended
with a {fmall train; but when he haftily made up to the
conful with an air of gladnefs in his looks, giving him
his hand, and recounting to him how the city had been
taken; when they faw Cominius alfo embrace and falute
Marcius upon that difcourfe, then eyery one took heart
afrefh, and both fuch as were near enotigh to hear the
relation of his fuccefs, and thofe who being at a greater
-diftance, could only guefs what had happened by the
manner of their ‘greeting, befought the conful with a
loud voice, that he would lead them on to engage the

K4 enemy.
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enemy. But Marcius firft defired to know how the Vol.
fcians had difpofed their order of battle, and where they
had placed their chief ftrength. Cominius told him he
thought that the troops ef the Antiates in the main body
were the beft foldiers, and inferior to none in bravery :
“Let me then beg of you, fays Marcius, that I may be
“ placed direltly oppofite to thefe daring people.” The
conful granted his requeft, admiring much his ardour and
alacrity. When the confli¢t was begun, Marcius fallied
out before the reft, and charged with (o much fury, that
the van-guard of the Volfcians were not able to ftand their
ground : for wherefoever he attacked them, he prefently
broke their ranks; but the parties rallying again, and
enclofing him on each fide, the conful, who obferved the
danger he was in, difpatched fome of the choiceft men he
had fer his fpeedy refcue. The difpute then growing warm
about Marcius, and many being killed in a fhort time,
the Romans bore fo hard upon the enemies, and prefled
them with fuch violence, that they put them to flight ;
and going now to profecute the victory, they befought
Marcius, tired with his toils, and faint through lofs -of
blood, that he would retire to the camp; but he reply-
ing, “ that wearinefs was a thing which did not befit
“ conquerors,” joined with them in the purfuit. The
whole army of the Volfcians was defeated, a great mul-
titude being flain, and many taken. ‘The next morning
Marcius being fent for, and the reft of the army being
aflembled about the conful’s tent, Cominius mounted
the tribunal, and having in the firft place rendered to
the gods the acknowledgments due for that important
victory, he then addrefled himfelf to Marcius, whom he
highly extolled for his many fignal exploits, part of which
hie had been an eye-witnefs of himfelf, and had heard the
reft from Lartius. He then defired him to chufe 4 tenth
part of all the treafure, and horfes, and captives, that
had fallen into their hands, before any divifion fhould be
made to others ; befide which, he made him the prefent
of a"horef adorned withrich trappings. This action be-
ing highly applauded by the whole army, Marcius ftep-
ped forth and declared his thankful acceptance of the
horfe
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horfe, and how extremely fatisfied he was with the
praife which the conful had beftowed upon him; but as
for other things which he looked upon rather as mercen-
ary pay than any fignifications of horour, he waved them
all, and defired to fhare them equally with the reft of thear-
my. “lhaveonly,” fays he, “one favour to beg, and this
“] hope you will not deny me. There was among the
£ Vol{cians a certain friend of mine, bound with me in _
“ the facred rites of hofpitality, a perfon of great pro-
“ bity and virtue, who now is become a priloner, and
¢ from the wealth and freedom wherein he lived, redu-
“ ced to poverty and fervitude; the man has fallen un-
¢ der many misfortunes, but he would think it a fuffici-
 ent deliverance, if my interceflion fhall redeem him from
“ this oneatleaft, the being fold asaflave.” Thefe words
of Marcius were followed with ftill louder acclamations,
and he had many more admirers of this gene ous refo-
lution, by which he conquered avarice, than of the va-
Jour he had thown in fubduing his enemies. For thofe
very perfons that were touched with envy at feeing fo
many honours heaped upon him, could not but acknow-
ledge that he was worthy of ftill greater for thus nobly
declining them, and were more in love with that virtue
of his, which made him defpife fuch advantages, than
“that whereby he had deferved them. For it is much
-more commendable to make a right ufe of riches, than
of.arms, and {till more honourable and heroick to def-
pife them, than to know how to make a right ufe of
them. When the acclamations ceafed, and filence was
obtained, Cominius turning to the people, faid, “ There
“is no way, fellow-foldiers, of forcing thefe gifts of
“ ours on a perfon fo unwilling to accept them: let us
¢ therefore give him, what it js not in his power to re-
“ fufe; let us pafs a vote that he fhall hereafter be cal-
¢ led Coriolanus, unlefs you think his behaviour at Co-
¢ rioli hasitfelf prevented us in decreeing him that title.”
Hence came his third name of Coriolanus. By which it
appears,. that Caius was his proper name; that the fe-
cond or furname Marcius was a name common to
his houfe ond family; and that the third Roman ap-

pellative



54 The LIFE of

pellative was a peculiar note of diftinction, given after.
wards on account of fome particular fact, or fortune, or
fignature, or virtue of him that bore it: for thus alfo
among the Greeks additional titles were given to fome
for their exploits, as Soter, . that is, * the preferver,” and
Callinicus, “the famous conqueror ;” to others for forme-
thing remarkable in their fhape, as Phyfcon, “big-bellied,”
or Grypus, eagle-nofed ;” or for their good qualities, as Eu-
ergates, “ the benefactor,” and Philadelphus,  the lover of
< his brethren 3 or their good fortune, as Eudemon, “ the
< profperous,” an epithet given tothe fecond Prince of the
Batti. Several princes alfo have had names appropriated
to them in reproach and mockery, as Antigonus that of
Dofon, or “one that was liberal only in the future,” fince he
always promifed, but never performed ; and Ptolomy,
who was ftiled Lamyrus, or the “buffoon.” Appellations
of this kind were very much in ufe among the Romans,
One of the Metelli was {furnamed by them Diadematus,
becaufe he had for a long time together walked about
with his head bound up, by reafon of an ulcer in his
forehead.. Another of the fame family they called Celer,
1. e. “the fwift or nimble,” for that expedition with which
he procured them a funeral entertainment of gladiators,
" within a few days after his father’s death ; the difpatch
which he ufed on this occafion, being thought very ex-
traordinary.  There are fome who even at this day de-
rive their names from certain cafual incidents at their
nativity ; one for inftance, who happens to be born
when his father is abroad in a foreign country, they call
Proculus ; but if after his father’s deceafe, they ftile him
Pofthumus ; and when two twins comes into the world,
whereof one dies at the birth, the furvivor of them is cal-
led Vopifcus, Nay, they denominate not only their Syllas
and Nigers, that is, men of a pimpledor {warthy vifage,
T but

(4) Donyfius of Halicarnaflus
obferves, that the people withdrew
to the f{acred mountain foon aftér
the autumnal equinox, juft before
feed-time; and as fome of the huf-
bandmen and farmers had efpou-
fed the party of the rich, and others

that of the poor, the fields were
left untilled ; and when at laft
the troubles were compofed, it was
fo late in the year, (for it was
not effefted till the winter folftice)
it was impoflible to make good
the time that had been loft ; for

they
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but their Czci and Claudii, the blind and the lame, from
fuch corporal blemifhes and defects; thus wifely accu-
ftoming their people not to reckon either the lofs of
fight, or any other bodily misfortune, as a matter of
ignominy and difgrace to them, but to anfwer to thefe
appellations as their proper names. But to treat of
thefe things is not {o proper to the argument ] have

now in hand. bR
The war againft the Volfcians was no fooner at an
end, but the popular tribunes and factious orators began
again to revive domeftick: troubles, and raife another
fedition, without any new caufe of complaint or juft griev-
ance to proceed upon ; but thofe: very mifchiefs that
unavoidably enfued from their former differences and
contefts, were then made ufe of as a ground to quarrel
with the nobility. (4) The greateft part of their ara-
ble land hiad been left unfown and without tillage, (s).
. and the time of war allowing them no means or leifure
to fetch in' provifion from other countries, there was
an extreme fcarcity in Rome. The leaders of the people
then obferving that there was neither corn brought in-
to the market, or if there had been any to fupply them,
yet that the people wanted money to buy it, began
to calumniate the wealthy, as if they, from remem-
brance of the former quarrel, and to revenge themfelves,
had purpofely contrived it thus, to bring a famine up-
pn the poor. While thefe things were in agitation,
there came an embafly from the Velitrani, who deliver-
ed up their city to the Romans, defiring that they would
fend fome new inhabitants to people it, inafmuch as a
late peftilential difeafe had made fuch havock and de-
ftruction among the inhabitants, that there was hardly
a tenth part of them remaining. This fad neceflity of
the Velitrani was confidered by the more prudent fort as
: 3 a feafonable

they hdad made no provifion for
feed-corn, their draught-horfes
were dead, and their flaves run
away. '

" (5) They fentto buy fome a-
mong the Volfcians,at Cume, and
in Sicily. The Volfcians ufed their

fattors very roughly : Ariftodemus
feized the corn they bad bought
at Cumea; and thofe, who under-
took the fervice in Sicily, met
with very ftormy weather at fea,
and could not for a long time ar-
rive with their fupplies.

(6) Several
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a fealonable relief tothemfelves ; for not only the dearth
of victuals had made it needful to eafe and unburden
the city of its {fuperfluous members, but they hoped alfo
at the fame time to fcatter and diffolve the faction which
now threatened them, by difcharging the moft reftlefs
and tarbulent of the people, who were as dangerous to
the ftate as a redundancy of morbid lumours is to the
body. Such as thefe therefore the confuls fingled out
to fupply the defolation at Velitr, and gave notice to
others that they thould be ready to march againft the
Volfcians, which was politically defigned to prevent in-
teftine broils, by employing them abroad. And there
was reafon to-prefume, that when both the rich and the
poor, the Plebeians and the Patricians, fhould be min-
gled again in the fame army, and the fame camp, and
engage in one common fervice and danger for the
publick, it would mutually difpofe them to reconcilia-
tion and friendfhip.

- But Sicinius and Brutus, the two factious tribunes,
oppofed both thefe defigns ; exclaiming publickly, that-
the confuls difguifed the moft cruel action in the world,
under the mild and plaufible name of fending a colony,
and were precipitating fo many poor ‘citizens, as it were,
into the very gulph of perdition, by remeving them to
fettle in an infectious air, and a place that was covered
with noifome carcafles, and expofing them to the fury of
a ftrange and revengeful Deity ; and then, as if it would
not fatisfy their hatred, to deftroy fome by hunger, and
expofe others to the plague, they involved them alfo in
a needlefs war of their own chufing ; thateverykind of
calanity might fall upon the city at once, becaufe it re-
fufed to contiune any longer in {lavery to the rich.

By this kind of difcourfe, the people were foirritated
that none of them would appear upon the confular fum-
mons to belifted for the war ; and they as little relifhed
the propofal for a new colony. This put the fenate in-
to great perplexity. But Marcius, whofe {pirit was
2 ' greatly

(6) Several of the patricians vo- their clients, to whom were joined
luntarily offered to ferve in that fome of the people; and Corio-

war. Thefe were followed by * lanus being attended by his own
' v friends
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greatly elated by the honours he had acquired, and who
was held in the higheft efteem by the nobility, openly
and warmly oppofed the tribunes, fo that in fpite of
them a colony was difpatched to Velitrz; thofe who were
chofen by lot being obliged to go thither under fevere
penalties. But when he faw them obftinately perfift in re-
fufing to enroll themfelves for the Volfcian expedition,
(6) Marcius then muftered up his own clients, and as many
others as could be wrought upon by perfuafion ; and with
thefe he made an inroad into the territories of the Anti-
ates, where finding a confiderable quantity of corn, and
much booty both of cattle and prifoners, he referved
nothing for himfelf, but thofe who ventured out with
him returned loaded with rich pillage. ‘This made the
reft who ftaid at home repent of their perverfenefs, and
envy fuch as had fped fo well by the enterprize; they
were alfo much difpleafed with Marcius, and repined at
the honours which he continued to acquire, looking up-
on the increafe of his power as a diminution of that of
the people. (7) Not long after this he ftood for the con-
fulfhip; then they began to relent, and inclined to fa-
vour him, as being fenfible what a fhame it would be to
repulfe and affront a man of his family and courage,
and that too after he had done fo many fignal fervices to
the publick. It was the cuftom for thofe who pretend-
ed to offices and dignities among them, to folicit and
carefs the people at their general affemblies, clad only in
aloofe gown, without any coat under it, either becanfe
fuch an humble habit feemed beft to fuit the character of
a fuppliant,or becaufe thofe whohad received wounds in
war might ‘thus more readily fhow the vifible tokens of
their fortitude: for it was not from any fufpicion the
people then had of bribery, that they required fuch as
petitioned them to appear ungirt and open without any
clofe garment ; for it was much later, and many ages af-
ter this, that buying and felling crept in at their elections,
and money was an ingredient in the publick {uffrages.

But
friends and clients, went at the the third of the feventy-fecond
head of them. Dionyf. lib. 7. Olympiad, 488 years before the

{7) It was the next year, being birth of our Saviour.
(8) Plutarch
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But when this praQice was introduced, it reached even
to their tribunals and camps, arms were fubdued by mo-
ney, and the commonwealth changed into a monarchy ;
for it was juftly obferved by fome one, *“That the per-
< fon who firft began to give treats and largefles to the
¢ people, was he thatfirft deprived them of their power.”
But the mifchief it feems ftole fecretly in, and by degrees,
not being prefently difcerned and taken notice on at Rome;
for it is not certainly known who the man was that did
there firft bribe either the citizens, or the judges; but
in Athens it 1s faid, that Anytus the fon of Anthemion
was the firft that gave money to the judges, towdrd the
latter end of he Peloponnefian war, he being then accufed
of treachery, for delivering up the fort of Pyle; whilft
uncorrupt judges, the remains of the golden age, as yet
prefided in the Roman courts. When Marcius therefore,
fhowed the fcars and gafhes that were ftill vifible in his
body, from thofe innumerable battles wherein he had
fucceflively engaged, and always victorioufly fignalized
himfelf for feventeen years together; out of reverence
for his virtue the people were athamed to reje¢t him,
and therefore agreed to chufe him Conful. But when the
day of election was come, and Marcius appeared at the
place where they were to give their votes, with a pom-
pous train of fenators attending him, and all the patri-
cians manifeftly expreffed a greater concern, and alted -
more vigoroufly in this particular than they had ever done
before on the like occafion; the commons then fell off
again from all the kindnefs they hdd conceived for him,
and their late benevolence was changed into envy and
indignation. The malignity of which paflions was affifted
too, by the general fear they were in, that if a man,
who was defirous of increafing the power of the fenate,
and was {o highly refpeéted by the nobility, fhould be
invefted with all the power which that office would give
him, he might utterly deprive the people of their liberty.
For thefe reafons they rejected Marcius. When two others
vas declared confuls, the fenate took it extremely ill,
reckoning that the indignity refle¢ted more on them-

{elves than Marcius, who for his own part was more
fenfibly
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{enfibly mortified at this proceeding, and could not bear
the difgrace with any temper : for he had been ufed to
indtlge the more violent and impetuous paflions of his
foul, as if there was fomething of dignity and grandeur
in fuch tranfports; but he had not due mixture of that
gravity and gentlenefs, which are virtues {o neceffary in
the condudt of political affairs, and which are the ef-
fects of mature reafon, and a good education; he did
not confider, that whoever undertakes to manage publick
bufinefs, and converfe with men, muft above all things
avoid pride and obftinacy, which, as Plato fays, * are the
¢« companions of folitude,” and muft endeavour to re-
commend himfelf by thofe qualities, fo much derided
by the ignorant and injudicious, patience and forbearance.
Whereas Marcius being plain and artlefs, but ever rigid
and inflexible, and ftrongly perfuaded, that to vanquifh
oppofition was the proper work of fortitude, and not con-
fidering this impetuofity rather as the weaknefs and effe-
minacy of a diftempered mind, from which thefe vio-
lent pafliens break out, like the fwelling of a bruifed
and painful part, left the affembly in great diforder,
being bitterly enraged againft the people. The younger
patricians, who valued themfelves moft on account of
their birth, and made the greateft. figure in the city,
were always wonderfully devoted to his intereft, and at
this time by attending upon him, and condoling with
him unhappily contributed to inflame his refentment ; for
he was their leader in every expedition, and a kind in-
ftructor in all martial affairs ; he infpired them alfo with
a truly virtuous emulation, and taught them to enjoy the
praife of their own good actions without envying or de-
tradting from others.

In the midft of thefe commotions a great quantity of
corn was brought into Rome, part of which had been
bought up in ltaly ; the remainder was fent from Syracufe,
as a prefent from Gelo, King of Sicily ; fo that many be-
gan to have good hopes of their affairs, expecting the city
would by this means be delivered at once both from its
want and ‘difcord. The fenate being thereupon immedi-
ately called, the peopls came flocking about the fenate-

: : heute,



160’ The LIFE o

houfe, eagerly attending the iffue of that deliberation, and
expetting that the market-rates would be eafy for thar
which had been bought, and that that which was fent as
a gift, would be diftributed gratis among them ; for there
were fome within who advifed the fenate thus te mode-
rate the price of theone, and give fuch orders for the dif-
pofal of the other. But Marcius ftanding up, fharply in-
veighed againit thofe who {poke in favour of the multi-
tude, called them flatterers of the rabble, and traiters to
the fenate ; affirming, * That by fuch mean and feolifh
¢ gratifications they nourifhed thofe pernicious feeds of
“boldnefs and petulance, that had been fownamopg the
¢ people, to their own prejudice; that they ought to
* have obferved and ftifled them at their firft appearance,
“ and not have fuffered the plebeians to grow fo ftrong,
“ by giving fuch exorbitant authority to their tribunes ;
¢ that the fenate had rendered the people formidable by
¢« complying with them in whatever they demanded, and
“ yielding to their humour ; fo that living in a fort of
« anarchy, they would no longer obey" the confuls, or
“ own any fuperiors, but the heads and leaders of their
“ own faction ; and now, for us, fays he, to fit here and
« decree largefles and diftributions for them, like the Gre-
“ cians, where the populace is {upreme and abfolute;
¢ what would it be elfe but to cherifh and indulge their in-
« folence, to the ruin of us all ? For furely they will not
« pretend to thefe liberalities, as a reward of military fer-
“ vice, which they have o often deferted ; nor of that fe-
< ditious reireat by which they abandoned their coun-
“ try; or of thofe flanders they have been always ready
“ to promote againit the fenate; but will rather conclude-
“ that this bounty muft be the effet of our fear and flatte- -
“ry; and fo they will expect flill further fubmiffions, and
“ there will be no end of their difobedience, nor will
“ they ever ceafe from their turbulentand feditious prac-
“tices. To do this therefore, would be dire&t madnefs
“in us. Nay, if we are wife, we fhall immedately deftroy
¢ that tribunicial power of theirs, which is a plain fub-
“ verfion
(8) Plutarch has omitted the fage in Coriolanus’s chargeagainft

moft aggravating and terrible paf- the people, wherein he propofes
: : 3 that
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“ verfion of the Confulthip, and has caufed fuch an oppo-
“ fition of interefts in the city as leaves no hope of our ever
“ being united as formerly, or ever ceafing to diftrefs and
“ torment each other.””” Marcius having flid (8) a great
deal to this purpofe, iafpired the young fenators with the
fame furious f{entiments, and had almoft all the rich on
his fide, who extolled him as the only man 1n the city
that was infuperable by force, and an enemy to flattery.
But fome of the elder fenators oppofed him, fufpecting
the bad confequence of fuch a proceeding, which proved
accordingly ; for the tribunes who were then prefent,
perceiving how the propofal of Marcius took, ran out
into the crowd exclaiming, and calling on the plebelans
to ftand together, and come in to their afliftance. The
people therefore flocking together with great noife and
tumult were informed of Marcius’s propofal, whereupon
they fell into fuch a rage, that they were ready to break
in upon the fenate. . The tribunes then cited Marcius
to appear before them, and give an account of his be-
havour; and when he had repulfed thofe officers with
contempt ‘that brought him the fummons, they came
prefently themielves with the adiles, deﬁgning to carry
him away by force, and accordingly attempted to feize
his perfon. But the nobility coming in to his refcue,
thruft off the tribunes, and beat the ®diles, and then the
night approaching broke off the quarrel. But as foon
asit was day, the confuls obferving the people highly
exa{perated, and that they ran fromall quarters into, the
Forum, were afraid for the wholecity ; fo convening the
fenate again, they defired them to confult how by kind
“words and mild determinations they might pacify and
¢ compofe the raging multitude: for if they prudently con-
£ ﬁdercd the ftate of their affairs, they muft find that it was
‘ not now a time to ftand upon punéhho s of honour, and
d contend for reputation ; but that,fuch a danderous and
critical conjuncture demanded gentle methods and good-
“ natured counfels.” The majority of the {enate coming in-
to thefe meafures, the confuls went out to {peak to the peo-
le,
that in order to tame them, they rate as when they were underpthe

sught to fell the corn at as higha greateft fcarcity.
Yor. If. i (9} Advice
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ple, and cndeavoured toappeafe their refentment as much
as poflible, anfwering mildly to their complaints, 2nd mix-
ing tender admonitions and reproaches in their difcourfe
to them. And as to d fupply of the market with pro-

vifions, and at reafonable rates, they faid there fhould
be no difference at all between them. When a great
partof the commonalty were grown cool, as appearcd
by their orderly and quiet attention to the confuls, the
tribunes ftood up and declared, that fince the fenate
were atlength pleafed to fubmit to reafon, the peoplein
their turn were ready to condefcend to all things that
were fair and equitable ; but at the fame time they de-
manded Marcius to give his anfwer to thefe particulars:
firft “ Whether he could deny that he had incited the fe-
- ““pateto fubvert the government, and deftroy the authority
“of the people” and in thenext place, “ Whether when he
¢ was called to account for it, he did not difcbey their fum-
“mons? and laft of all, W hether by the blows and other
¢« publick affronts given to the ®diles, he did not, as far
% as was in his power commence a civil war, and “Rir up
< the citizens to take arms cne againft another ?” Thefe
articles were brought on purpofe cither to humble Marci-
us, and make itappear he was of a mean fpirit, if contrary
to’ his nature he fhould now ftoop to and court the peo-
ple; or if he ftill kept up to the height of his refolu-
tion (which they had greater hopes of, guefling rightly
st the man) to make him incur their dlfpleafurc to fuch
a degree, that they fhould be for ever irreconcilable,
Coriolanus therefore appearing as it were to juftify him-
felf from the impeachment, the people ftood filent, and
were difpofed to give him a quiet hearing. But when,
inftead of the fubmiffive language which was expecied,
he began not only to ufe an offenfive freedom, and
to make an accufation rather than an apology, but
by his fierce tone of voice, as well as the ftern, intre-
pid air of his countenance, demonftrated a fecurlty
hittle differing from. difdain and contempt,* the whole
multitude was incenfed, and expreffed their difguft and
> indignation at his difcourfe, Hcrcupon Sicinius, the
boldcfc
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‘boldeft of all the tribunes, after a fhort conference with
thereftof his collegues, pronounced before them all « that
Marcius “ was condemned todie by the tribunes of the
¢ peeple;” and commanded the zdiles to drag him imme-
diately up to the Tarpeian rock, and throw him headlong
from ihe precipice. But when they went to feize him, the
action appeared horrible and infolent, even to many of
vthe plebeian party. But the patricians were fo much
affeted with it, that in a tranfport of paflion they cried
all for help, and furrounding Marcius, got him among
them, whilft fome made ufe of their hands to keep off
- the arreft, and others ftretched out theirs in fupplica-
tion to the multitude. But in {o great a hurry and
tumult, there was no good to be done by words and
outcries, till the friends and acquaintance of the tri-,
bunes perceiving it would be impofiible to carry off ~
Marcius to punifhment without much bloodfhed and
flaughter of the nobility, perfuaded them to drop theunu-
fual and odious part of it, and not to difpatchhimviolently,
and without the due forms of juftice, but refer all to the
general fuffrage of the people. Then Sicinius defifting a
little, demanded of the patricians “ what they meant by
“ thus forcibly refcuing Marcius out of the hands of the
¢ people, when they were going to inflit due punithment
“ on him ? The fenate in reply demanded of him again,
“ What he meant by thus hauling one of the worthieft men
“in Rome to fuch a barbarous and illegal execution, with-
“ outa trial ? If thatbe all, faid Sicinius, it fhall ferve you
“nolonger as a pretence for your quarrels and factious
“ differences with the people ; they grant what you re-
“ quire, that the man be judged according to courfe of
“Jaw. And as for you Marcius, we aflign you the third
“ market day to make your appearance and defence, and
“ to try if you can fatisty the citizens of your innocence, .
“ who will then by vote determine your fate.” The
patricians were content with a refpite for that time,
and returned home well fatisfied, having brought off
Marcius in fafety. In the mean time, before the third
market-day (for the Romans hold their markets every
ninth day, which from thence are called in Latin Nundinz)
L 2 , (9) 2
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(9) a war broke out with the Antiates, which becaufe it
was like to be of fome continuance, gave them hopes of
evading the judgment, prefuming that the people would
grow m:ld and tractable, and that their fury would leffen
by degrecs, if not totally ceafe, while they were taken
up with that expedition, But the people of Antium hav-
ing made a peace with the Romans fooner than was ex-
pected, the army returned home, and the patricians were
again in great perplexity, and had frequent meetings
among themfelves,- to confult how things might be fo
managed that they fhould neither defert Marcius, nor
give occafion to the tribunes to throw the people intonew
diforders. . Appius Claudius, who was moft of all averfe
to the popular intereft, folemnly declared, “ That the fe-
“ nate would utterly def’croy itfelf, and bctray the govern-
“ ment, if they fhould once fuffer the people to become
¢ their judges, and to affume the authority of pronouncing
¢ capital fentence upon any of the patricians.” But theoldeft
and moft inclined to popularity, delivered it as their opi-
nion, “ That the people would not be too hard and fevere
“ upon them, but more kind and gentle by the conceffion
“ of fucha power: for,” faid they, * they do notcontemn the
“ fenate, but are afraid of being contemned by it ; and the
al‘owance of fuch a prerogativeof judging will be fo great
an honour and fatisfaction to them, thatas {oon as they

“ obtain it, they will drop their animofities.” When Corio-
lanus faw the fenate in {ufpence upon hisaccount, divided
between

(9) Advice was brought ona
{udden to Rome, that the Antiates
had feized on the fhips belonging
to Gelo’s ambafladors in their re-
turn to Sicily ; that they had con-
fifcated the ‘hlps and put the am-
baffadors in prifon. = Heréupon
the Romans took uparms for the

. deliverance of their friends and
allies ; but the Antiates perceiving
the ftorm was ready to fall upon
them; fubmitted and afked par-
don, at the fame time releafing
the ambafladors, and reftoring
their effe@s. -

(1) He knew at firlt view the
ab{urdlty of fuch a charge, which
it was impoffible for them to make
good againft him, becaufe as he
himfelf fays in Dionyfius of
HatlicarnafTus,it was never known
that any perfon, in order to be-’
come a tyrant, joined With the no-
bility againft the people, but on
the contrary confpired with the
people” to deftroy the nobility.
Befides he did not doubt but the
whole courfe of his life would
manifefily juftify him agamﬁ: fuch
an accufation.

(2) For
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between thekindnefs they had for him and their apprehen-
fions from the people, he defired to know of the tribunes
thecrimes they intended to chargehim with, and the heads
of the accufation which he was to anfwer before the peo-
ple ; and being told that he was to be accufed of a defign
to affume a tyrannical power ;" (1) “ Let me go then,” faid
he, “to clear myfelf of that imputation before them;
““and I promife to refufe no fort of cognizance touching
¢ this article, nor any punifhment whatever, if I be con-
“victed of it; provided youkeepto that alone, and do not
impofe upon the fenate. Which when they had pro-
mifed, upon thofe conditions he fubmitted to his trial.
The people being met, the firft thing the tribunes
did was to obtain by force that the fuffrages fhould be
taken (2) by tribes, and not by centuries; whereby the
moft indigent, factious and worthlefs of the people,
would be fure to carry it at the poll, againft the more
wealthy citizens as well as againft the military men,
and patricians.  In the next place, whereas they had
engazed to profecute Marcius upon no other head but
that of tyranny (which could never be proved againft
him) they waved and relinquifhed this plea, and inftead
of it repeated fome things which he had formerly fpoken
in the fenate, when he diffuaded them from making
an abatement of the price of corn, and advifed them teo
abolithed the tribunitial power ; (3) adding further, asa
new impéachment, the diftribution that was made by

[

(2) For the nobility, and the
more wealthy, had the ftrongeft

intereft in the centuries, which

would have been in favour of Co-
riolanus, for out of 183 centuries
he was fure of, at leaft, g8 ; that
is, the whole firft clafs, confifting
of the knights and the wealthieft
of the citizens ; whereas the po-
pulace had the greateft intereft in
the tribes ; therefore the tribunes
were fure of carrying their point,
though never fo unjuft, by that
way of voting. ‘The reader may
find this matter handled at large

him

in Dionyf. lib. vii.

(3) When Decius the tribune
perceived the tribes began to be
touched with Coriolanus’s defence,
and were upon the point of ac-
quitting him, he produced this
new article ; not that this diftri-
bution of the fpoils was in itfelf
what they imputed to him ; but
the tribunes would have it infer«
red from thence that he did it in
order to corrupt the forces, that
by their afliftance he might be
able to enflave his country, and
fecure to himfelf the . tyranny.

L - {4) Livy

F]
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him of the fpoil he had taken from the Antiates, when
he over-run their country, which he had divided among,
his followers inftead of bringing it into the publick
treafury. ‘This laft accufation they fay, more furprized.
and difcompofed Marcius than all the reft, as not ex-
pedting he fhould ever be queftioned upon that fubject,
and therefore being lefs provided to give a fatisfattory
anfwer to it on the {udden. . But when, by way of ex-
cufe he began to magpnify the merits of thofe who had
been partakers with him i the action,. fuch as ftaid at’
home being more numerous than the others, {o difturbed
him by the noife they made, that he could not proceed
upon that argument. At laft, when they came to vote,
he was condemned by a majority of three tribes; and
the penalty to which they adjudged him, was perpetual’
banifhment.  After declaration of the fentence, the
people went away with greater joy and triumph than
they had ever fhown for any vi€tory over their enemies.
But the fenate was deeply grieved and dejected ; regret-
ting now that they had not done and fuffered any thing
rather than give way to the people’s infolence, and let
them affume {o great authority. There was no need
then to look upon their habit, or other marks of diftinc-

" tion, to difcern a fenator from any vulgar citizen, for it
foon appeared that the chearful and gay were all ple-
beians ; and you might know a patrician by his {orrow-
ful countenance. ~Marcius alone was not fhocked or
humbled in the leaft, appearing ftill in his gefture, mo-
tion and afpect, the fame fteady man, and. among all
others of his rank, that were {o deeply touched, alone
unaffe@ted with his misfortune. But this infenfibility
was not owing to reafon, humanity, patience and mo-
deration; but to the violence of his .indignation -and
refentment.  And though the generality of mankind
are not fenfible of it, this is ever the ftate of a mind
funk in grief.  That paffion, when at the height, turns
to a fort of madnefs, and banifhes out of the mind all
weaknefs and dejettion.  Hence likewife it is that an
angry man feems courageous, as one in a fever is hot,
the {oul being as it were on the ftretch, and in 2 violeit
agitatie{n,
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agitation. Such was Marcius’s cafe, as he fhowed im-
mediately by his attions ; for upen his return home, he
embraced his mother and wife, who were all in tears
and taking his leave of them he exhorted them to bear
their afflictions patiently. This done, he haftened to one
of the city gates, whither all the nobility attended him;
and there, without receiving or afking any thing frem
them, he left the city, accompanied with only three” or
four of his clients. He continued folitary for a few
days in fome of his villas near Rome, diftradted "with.
variety of thoughts, fuch as rage and indignation fug-
gefted ; in which he propofed not any honour or ad-
vantage to himfelf, but only confidered how he might fa-
tisfy his revenge againft the Romans ; ‘for which pur-
pofe, atlaft, he refolved to raife a heavy war againft them.
In order to'this, his bufinefs was in the firft place to
make trial of the Volfcians, whom he knew to be ftill
vigorous and flourifhing enough both in men and trea-
fure ; and he imagined their force and power was not fo
much abated, as their hatred and animofity was in-
creafed by 'the late defeats they had received from the
Romans. There was 2 man of Antium, called Tullus
Amphidius (4), who, for his wealth and courage, and the
fplendor of his family, had the refpect and privilege of
a King amongall the Vol{cians, but one whom Marcius
knew to have a particular malice againft him above any
Roman whatfoever; for frequent menaces and chal-
lenges having . paffed between them as they met in the
field, by often defying each other through a competition
in valour (as fuch zeal and emulation is ufual among
young warriors). they had, befide the common quarrel
of their country, a perfonal enmity and hatred to each
other. But motwithftanding this, confidering the great
generofity of T ullus, and that none of the Volicians did fo
much defire an occafion to return upon the Romans fome
part of the evils they had received from them, he ven-
tured at a thing which ftrongly confirms that faying of
the poet ; - . e
: Steins
(4) Livy and Dionyfius call him Tullus Attius,

L 4 : {s) It
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(5) Stern anger rules with unrefifled fway;

Though life's the forfeit, yet we muf? obey.
For putting on fuch clothes and habiliments, by which
he might appear moft unlike the perfon he was, to all
that fhould fee him, as Homer fays of Ulyfles,

He flole into the boftile town.-

‘He arrived at Antium -about evening ; and though fe-
veral met him in the ftrects, yet he pailed along without
being known to any, and went direttly on to the houfe
of Tullus; where ftealing in undifcovered, he prefently
made up to the (6) fire place, aud feated himfelf there,
filent and motionlefs, and with his head covered. Thofe
of the family could not but wonder at him, and yet
they were afraid to difturb him, for there was a certain
air of majefty abouthim, which thowed itfelf bothin his
pofture and his filence. Therefore they related this extra-
ordinary adventure to Tullus, who was then at {fupper;
he immediately rofe from table, and coming to Coriola-
nus, afked him, ¢ Who he was, and for what bufinefs he
“came thither ?” Whereupon Marcius unmuffling him-
felf, ard paufing a while, ““If, (fays he,) thou canft not yet
“call me to mind, Tullus, if after feeing me thou canft
“doubt who I am, I muft of neceflity be my own accufer.
“Know therefore that Iam Caius Marcius, the author of
¢ fo much mifchief to thee and to the Vol{cians ; whichif
“I fhould offer to deny, the (urname of Coriolanus I now
““ bear would be a fufficient evidence againft me : for 1 have
“no other recompence to boaft of for all the hardfhips and
“ perils I have gone through during the wars between us,
~“but a title that proclaims my enmity to your nation ; and
“ this is the only thing whichis ftill leftme; as for other
“advantages, 1 have been ftripped of them all at once by
“ the envy and the outrage of the Roman people, and by
“the cowardiceand treachery of the magiftrates, and thofe
“of my own order; fo that I am driven out as an exile,
“and become an humble fuppliant before thy houfhold
“ Gods, not fo much for fafety and protection, (for what

“thould “°

(5) It is not known what poet  (6) The fire-place was efteemed
was the author of thefe verfes.  facred ; thither therefore all fup-
plicants
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¢ thould make me come hither, had I been afraid to die?)
“ a5 to feek and procure vengeance againft thofe who have
“ expelled me from my country; and methinks, I have
“already obtained it, by putting myfelf iato thy hands : if
¢ thou haft a mind to attack thy enemies, come on Tul-
“1lus, reap the benefit of my miferies, and render my per-
 fonal calamitiesa national advantage to the Volfcians. I
“ {hall do {o much more fervice in ﬁghtmg for, than againft |,
¢ you, as they can manage a war better, who are privy to,
“than fuch as are unacquainted with the fecrets of the
13 ¢ enemy. If thou art averfe to the war, itis neither fit for
me to live, or thee to preferve a perfon who has been al-

Ways thy enemy, and now when he would be thy friend

¢ proves ufelefs and unferviceable.” Tullus was highly
delighted at this difcourfe, and giving him his right hand,
“Rife, (fayshe,) Marcius, and take courage. The prefent
“you thus make of yourfe]f is lneﬁlmablc, and you may
“affure yourfelf that the Volfcians will not be ungrateful.”
When he had faid this he took him inftantly with him
to the table, where he entertained him with great kind-
nefs and hofpitality. ~ The next and the following days
they deliberated concerning the beft method of conduct-
ing the war.

While this defign was forming, there were great trou-
bles and commotions at Rome, from the ammoﬁty of the
fenators againft the people, which was confiderably height-
ened by the late condemnation of Marcius; and their
foothfayers and priefts, and even private perfons brought
in fearful accounts of figns and prodiges, that were very
much to'be regarded. One of them I fhall men-
tion here, which they report happened in this manner :
(7) Titus Latinus one of ordinary condition, but yet a
fober and virtuous man, free from all fuperftition on one
hand, and much more from vanity and boafting on the
other, dreamed that Jupiter appeared to him, and bid
him tell the fenate, “ That at the games they had been
“ celebrating to hishonour they had caufed the proceflion
“to be condutted by an ill-favoured leader, which

" had
plicants reforted, as to an Afy-  (7) Livy calls hima Titus Atinius.

lum,
(8) Diony-
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had much dithonoured him. At firft he did not much
~mind this vifion, but having feen and flighted it a
fecond and third time, his fon who was a very amiable
youth, died fuddenly, and he himfelf was ftruck with
fuch a weaknefs, as to be entirely deprived of the ufe
of his limbs.  Thefe things he related, being brought
into the fenate on a couch. It is faid ‘that he had 1o
fooner delivered his ‘meffage, but he felt his ftrength
and vigour return, fo that he got upon his legs, and
went home without any affiftance. The fenators being
much furprized at it, made a firit enquiry into the
matter ; which proved to be this. A certain perfon had
given up a fervant of his to the reft of his fellows, with
charge firft to whip him through the Forum, and then to
kill him. While they were executing this command,
and feourging the fellow, who writhed and diftorted
his body in the moft fhocking manner, through the
torture he was in, (8) a folemn proceﬁion in honouf of
Jupiter chanced to follow. Several of the afliftants
were very much feandalized feeing the horrible fuffer-
ings and the indecent poftures of the wretch, yet no
body would interpofe, or call the actors to account for
it; they only uttered fome reproaches and curfes againft
the mafter, for punithing his flave with fuch cruelty.
For the Romans treated their fervants with much huma-
nity in thofe days, becaufe they then worked and la-
boured themfelves. and lived together among them,
which produced a great degree of Kindnefs and familia..
tity ; and it was one of the greateft penances for a fer-
vant, who had committed a fault to take up that piece
of wood upon his fhoulders wherewith they fupported
the thill of -2 waggon, and carry it round about through
the neighbourhood ;- and he that had once undergone
the fhame of this, and was feen by thofe of the houf-
hold, and other inhabitants of the place, carrying that
infamous burden, had no.longer any truft or credit
among them, but was ftyled Furc1fer by way of re-
proach ; for what the Greeks callH)po{’cates i. . a prop,
or

(8) onnyﬁus of Hahcarnaﬂ'us, exprefsorders that the flave fhould

fa;VS, that the mafter had givenex- be punithed at the head of the
proceflion
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or fupporter, is by the Latins termed Furca.© When
therefore Latinus had informed them of this apparition,.
and all were confidering who this ill-favoured leader
might be; fome of them having been affefted with the
ftrangenefs of this punifhment, remembered the flave -
that was lathed through the Forum, and afterwards
put to death. The priefts unanimoufly agreed, that
this muft be the perfon, accordingly the mafter had a
heavy fine laid upon him, and they began the games
a-new with more magnificence, and with the utmoft
devotion. )

The wifdom of Numa in the appointment of religi-
ous ceremonies appears in many inftances, and parti-
cularly in this inftitution, that when the magiftrates or
priefts perform any folemn religious fervice, a crier goes
before, and ptoclaims aloud, “ Hoc Age;” which fignifies,.
“ Mind what you are about ;” and {o warns them care-
fully to attend to whatever facred action they are enga-
ged in, and not to {uffer any other bufinefs or avo-
cation to intervene and difturb the exercife; for he well
knew that men perform few attions without a fort
of violence and conftraint, and that they muft be com-
pelled by force to perfeverance.

It was cuftomary for the Romans to begin afrefh their
facrifices, proceflions and fpeftacles, not only on fuch
an important caufe as this, but for the moft frivolous
reafons ; as when one of the horfes which drew the
chariots called Tenfee, in which the images of their

~gods were placed, happened to ftumble, or if the

coachman took hold of the reins with his left hand,
they pafled a vote that the whole office fhould begin
a-new. And in the latter ages the fame facrifice was
performed thirty times over, becaufe there feemed al-
ways tobe fome defect, or miftake, or offenfive acci-
dent in it. So great was the reverence which the Ro-
mans paid to the Deity. _ _
In' the mean time Marcius and Tullus privately
confulted with the chief men of Antium, advifing them to
‘ invade

proceflion, on purpofe that the terious. This indeed is a ftronger

- ignominy might be the more no-  ground for Jupiter's complaint.

(9) Among

\
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invade the Romans while they were at variance among
themfclves. The refpects of fhame and decency hin-
dered them at firft from embracing the motion, becaufe
they had fworn to obferve a truce for the fpace of two
years. But the Romans themfelves foon furnifthed them
with a pretence, by making proclamation (out ef an
ill-grounded jealoufy and flanderous report) in the midft
of their fhows and exercifes, that all the Volfcians who
came thither to fee them, fhould depart the city before -
fun-fet. (9) There are fome who affirm that all this
was a contrivance of Marcius, who fent one privately to
the confuls falfly to accufe the Volfcians, as if they in-
tended to fall upon the Romans during their publick
fports, and fire the city. This affront provoked all
that nation to greater animofity than ever againft the
Romans. Tullus aggravated the fact, and {o exafperated
the people, (1) thatat laft he perfuaded them to difpatch
ambaffadors to Rome, to demand that part of their coun-
try, and thofe towns, which had been taken from them.
in the late war. The Romans received this meflage
with indignation, and replied, “ That if the Volfcians
« took up arms firft, the Romans fhould be the laft that
< would lay them down.” Upon this, Tullus called a ge-
neral affembly of the Volfcians, where the vote pafling for
war, he advifed them to fend for Marcius, laying afide
all former refentments, and affuring themfelves that
the fervice they fhould now receive from him, as an
ally, would exceed the damage he had done them when
their enemy. Marcius was called, -and having made
an oration to the péople, it appeared he knew how to
fpeak as well as fight, and that he excelled in prudence
as well as courage. So he was immediately joined in
commiffion with Tullus. Marcius fearing left the time
requifite for the Volfcian preparations might make him
lofe' the opportunity of action, left orders with ‘the
chief men and governors of the city to affemble the
‘ troops,

(0) Among thefe are Dionyfius demand was of a very malicious
of Halicarnaffus, and Livy. tendency ; for cither the Romans
(1) It was not Tullusbut Cori- muft refufe to comply with it,

olanus who gave thisadvice. The and fo inevitably involve t{hem—
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troops, and provide the other neceflaries, while himfelf
having prevailed upon fome of the moft bold and for-
ward to march out with him as voluntiers without ftay-
ing to be enrolled, made a fudden incurfion into the
Roman territories, when no body expected them, and got
there fuch plenty of plunder that the Volfcians were tired
with carrying it off, and could not . confume it all in
their camp. But the abundance of provifions which he
gained, and the wafte and havock which he made of
the country, were in his account the fmalleft things in
that invafion. What he chiefly intended by it, and for
the fake whereof he did all the reft, was to increafe the
peoples fufpicions againft the nobles. To which end,
in {poiling all the fields, and deftroying the goods of
other men, he took particular care to preferve the
lands ‘of the patricians, and would not allow the fol-
diers to ravage there, or feize any thing which belong-
ed to them; from whence their invettives and quar-
rels with one another grew higher than ever. The fe-
" nators reproached the commonalty for unjuftly banith-
ing fo confiderable a perfon; and the people on the
other hand accufed the fenators of bringing Coriolanus
upon them out of enmity to the plebeians, that whilft they
felt all the calamities of war, the nobility might fit like
unconcerned fpectators, being aflured that the war itfelf
would be the guardian of their lands and fubftance.
After this expedition, which was of fingular advantage
to the Volfcians, by infpiring them with courage and
contempt of the eremy, Marcius brought his troops
fafely back. But whe